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The Preface. 


Preſent you with this 
ſhort Treatiſez carry 
it in your hand as a 
Clock which a great 

Prince wore in a Ring s It 

* firtheth every hour of the day, 
and agreeth with Reaſon, as 
trae Dials with the Smn- 

If you read it with at- 
tention, you will finde it 
Great in its Littleneſt, Rich 
in its Poverty, and Large in 
ts Brevity, 

If your minde be fran'd 
for the moft ſolid Entertain- 
ments of Devotion, this will 
delight thee, and carry thee 
On ſmoothly in thy Regular 
Courſe, and learn thee that 
ſure, but happy ckell of wwore 
A3 king 
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The Preface. 


king in thy Soul the Vertues 
thou defireſt, 

Upon the Wings of De- 
votion thou mayſt ſear up to 
Heaven, and flie away from 
the Troubles and Cares of 
#by Life. 

May this little Manuel 
be to the Reader of that con- 
ſequence, as to increaſe his 
Piety and Devotion > and 
may be meigh what be 
reads with that ſerionuſ= 
neſi which befits a thing - 
wherein both hi Happineſs 
and Duty is concern'd, 

I ſhall now conclude with 
the words of the Royal Prea- 
cher, Eccl. 12.v. 13. Fear 
God, and kzep his com- 
mandments: tor this is the 


whole duty of man. ; 
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A Prayer for New-years- 
day. 


I. 

Bleſſed Lord, 
who. as upon 
this day, re- 
ceivedit the 

holy Name of Feſus, and 

undertook'lt for me the 

{mart of Circumciſion 3 

grant unto me the true 

Circumciſion of the Spt- 

rit, that my heart and all 

my members being mor- 
titied from all worldly and 
A 4 car- 


2 A Prayer for 


carnal Luſts, I may ever 

obcy thy bleſſed will im 

all things to my lives end. 
II. 

This day was given my 
Saviour a Name above eve- 
ry Name, that at the Name 
of Feſtus every knee ſhould 
bow, both of things in' Hea- 
Ven, things on the earth, and 
things under the earth. 

I1T1. 

And becauſe there is no 
other Name under Heaven 
given unto men, by which 
they may receive Health 
and Salvation, but thine 
onely , dear eſis, be thon 
henceforth unto me a Jc- 
ſus, giving me always 
thanktul Eycs, obedient 
Knees, and a reverential 

Heart 


New-years-day. 3 


Heart unto thy ſweet and 
ſaving Name, that now I 
may begin a new year of 
Virtues, and cancel by 
Repentance all the failings 
of the old. 

of 10t- LI V. 

*And teach me, 1 beſeech 
thee, O Lord, with rcadi- 
aeſs and humility to obey 
thy ſacred Laws, how croſs 
ſoever to my unmortified 
Paihons z and in all my 
Necethities, with joy and 
confidence to call on that 
holy Name, fince whatfo- 
cver [ (hall ask, 1 am pro- 
miſcd hall be granted, 
through the Merits of Te- 
ſus Chriſt my only Saviour 
and'Redeemer. 

Orr Father , SC. 
As je 


4 Ejaculations. 
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Ejzculations for the morning, 


i Riſe, thou that 

ſlcepeſt ( arile, 
my dull and drowhe Soul ) 
and Chrilt will give thee 
Light. 

2, To thee, Q Lord, 
do I lift up my Eycs, my 
Hands, my Heart, from 
this Bed where my Body 
hath taken its nightly Re- 
pole, towards thy Hca- 
ven, where my Soul ex- 
pects her cternal Relt. 

3. My voice {halt thou 
hear betimes in the mor- 
ping; in the morning 
will I direct my Praycr un- 
t» thee, and will look up. 
4. L 
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Morning-Prayer. 5 
4. I contels, O Lord, 
that I am utcerly unwor- 
thy to injoy this bleſſed 
Light, which I have fo 
much abulcd to thy great 
dilhovourz much more 
the light of Grace, by 
which thou leadelt me to 
that of Glory : and that 
it were more ſult with 
thee, for cver to deprive 
me of theſe happy Lights, 
and to expole me to the 
Tcrrours ot ctcrnal Dark- 
ncts, 


Morning,-Prayer. 
[. 
'& own; God , I ac- 
: knowledge and con- 
feſs that I am leſs than the 
leaſt 


6' NMoring-Prayer. 


beaſt of all thy Mercies, and 
am unworthy of the leaſt 
Crmm that falls from the T a- 
ble of thy ordinary Provi- 
dence, IT praiſe and bleſs 
thy glorious Name, that thou 
haſt ſt preſerved m2 from the 
dangers and perils of this 
niche , and continued to me 
ftill the opportunities of ſer-" 
ving thee. 


TT. 

T am unworthy, O Lord, 
of boſe > common Favours 
whic thox vouch afeſt to the 
Birds of the Air, and to the 
Lilies of the Field.to be claa- 
thed, ana to be fed, how much 
Mare, O Lord, iznwo-thy am 
T to appear in thy Preſence , 
#0 C1 It Hps1! thy gre and 
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Morning-Prayer. 7 


glorious Name with any con- 
fidence that thou wilt bear 
my Prayers and grant my 
requeſts ! And as I am un- 
worthy, ſo I am altogether 
unable to perform any boly 
duty _ may be pleaſing 
and acceptable in thy 


foht. 


III. 

But I come wnto thee in 
the Name of thy dear Son , 
who is moſt worthy, in whoſe 
Name thou hait promiſed to 
grant unto me whatſoever 
T ſhall azgk: I come unto 
thee, O Lord, in bis Name 
at this time. for the aſſiſtance 
of thy holy and Bleſſed 
Spirit, who is able t0 ſup- 
tly all my w: vcakneſs and 
_ F- fic 


$8 Morning-Praycr. 


inſufficiency. There is no- 
thing, O Lord, hath betray- 
ed me, but my ſins, there- 
fore in tbe ſincerity of my 
beart., I do defire to ſpread 
them befire thee at this time, 
by an humble and ſincere con- 


feſſton of them, 


I'V. 

T acknowledge, O Lord, 
to thy glory and my own 
ſhame, that thou madeit 
upright , but 1 have fonghe 
out many inventions , ay 
have loſt that glorious Ima 
of thine \ wherein at fir uf] 
I rvazs created , and I bave 


eontraGted w_ Vicious ba- 
its, whereby I am prone 
| td evil = that contin- 


iy. T bave not endeavou- 


red 
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Moming-Prayer. 9g 
red to cleanſe my ſelf 
from all filthineſs of fleſh 
and ſpirit, neither made 
a Covenant with my Eyes, 
nor kept the door of my Lips, 
but have been abominable in 
all my ways. 


V. 

Tet, O Lord, let me 
come from the Throne of 
thy Juſtice to thy Mercy- 
ſeat, and hear the voice of 
the bloud of thy Son Te- 
ſus Chriſt, that ſfpeaketh 
better things than the 
bloud of Abel, Fit and 
prepare me for all the 
Changes and Chances of 
this mortal life, Give 
me, O Lord, I beſeech 
thee, a contented minde 

in 
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IO Ejaculations. 


in all Eſtates whatſoever, 
that I may ſay with the 
Royal Pſalmiſt , My heart 
is fixed, O God, my heart 
is fixed, I will fing and 
give praiſe. Keep me, O 
Lord, this day without fin, 
and from all danger and 
bleſs both my going oyt and 
coming in. And this T veg 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake , my 
onely Saviour and Redeemer, 
Amen. 


Our Father, exc. 
Ejaczelations at going forth. 


Any have paſled 
out of their 
Houſes in perfect health ;, 
and never returned home 
alive, From a {udden and 
155 V v10-- 


Fjaculations, IT 
violent death, good Lord 


deliver us. 

2, Lord, guide me 
through all the paſſages of 
this day, and dire&t me, 
that whatſoever I txke in 
hand, I may aim at the end 
( which is thy Glory ) and 
thy Law be my delight all 
the day long. 


Fjaculations for the evening. 


( 


I. IzHſten my eyes, O 
'Þ ord , that I flee 


not in death, but that 
may awake with the mor- 
ning-light, to thy Glory. 
2, Forgive thoſe aCtu- 
al fins which this day-light 
hath witneſſed : Lord,give 
me a godly ſorrow for 
them, 


12 Ejaculations, 


them, a perfect hatred a- 
gainſt them, and a hxed 
conſtant reſolution to for- 
ſake them. 

3. Make me carcful, O 
Lord, for the time to come, 
and to be bufie about my 
own Salvation, that I may 
be like the good ſervant 
in the Goſpc)], that when 
my Lord cometh, he may 
tinde me fo doing, 

4. As I uncloath my 
body of theic caghly gar- 
ments. Q Lord, uncloath 
my Soi! of ill habits and 
idle ail-Ctions. and keep 
me this n!zht in the arms 
of thine abundant mer- 
Cy, for the {ake of thy Son 
Jeſus Chritt, my alone Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, 

Eve- 


G—_ 
1 — Af rene AAP 


Evening-Prayer. 13 


Evening-Prayer, 


l. 

Eternal God, who 

dwelleſt in that Light 
which no mortal eye can 
approach unto, yet hum- 
bleſt thy ſelf fo far as to 
behold things here below z 
T thy unworthy Servant, who 
am ſinful duſt and aſhes., 
do here in all humility pro- 
ſtrate my ſelf before thee, 
deſiring pardon and forgive- 


neſs for all my tranſgreſ- 


ſions. which are fins with+ 


out number, befides the ori- 
ginal guilt contracted by the 
diſobedience of my firſt Pa- 
rents, and derived unto me 
in my mothers womb, where- 

in 
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14 Evcning-Prayer. 


in T was conceived in fin, and 
thence brought forth in iniqui- 


ry. 


II, 

For which , as ſoon as T 
was born. thou mighteſt 
have fann'd- me like chaff 
from off the face of the earth, 
emto the Lake that burns 
with Fire and Brimftone : 
yet, 45 if all this had not 
been enongh to undo me, I 
have, ever fince T have been 
born, ſo corrupted my ways, 


" and that continually, as if 


T were born to do nothing 
elfe but fin. My ſecret ſins, 
my fins of incogitancy and 
of ignorance, my ſins of 
infirmity , have defiled my 
foul 5 bow much more then 
have 
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Evening-Prayer. 15 


have I polluted it , and pro- 
voked thee, by fins of wit- 
fulneſs and of malice , a+ 
gainſt the many motions of 
thy Grace, and againſt the 
checks - of my own Conſci- 
ence { 


IIL 
O Lord, when I confeſs 


my fins unto thee, T ſin 


even in the very confeſſing 
of them, and af them over 
again, by vemembring of 
them with too much delight, 
and by ſpeaking of then 
with too Itttle remorſe 3 
and when I pray that thou 
wonldſt forgive me my fins, 
I fin in praying , through 
deadneſs, dulneſs, and drows 
Gneſs of ſpirit through idle 

thoughts, 


16 Evecning-Prayer. 


thonghts, and wandring i- 
maginations > throngh un- 
belief , and mivhelief : So 
that even my prayers tyrn 
into ſm; that when T have 
done praying, I had need fall 
dovon upon my knees again, 
and intreat pardon for my 


prayers - 


IV. 

If thou, Lord God, 
ſhould'ſt be extream to mark, 
what is done amiſs, Lord, 
who were able to abide it ? 
and yet how ſhall I eſcape 
it * for whither ſhall T go 
from thy preſence, or whither 
can T1 fly from thy Spirit- ? 
IF I climb up into Heaven, 
thou art there, if I go 
dewn into Hell, thox art 
there 


Evening-Prayer. 17 
there alſo, if I take the 
wings of the morning and 
fly into the utmoſt parts 
of the earth, even there 


ſhall thy band find me: if 


T ſay, Peradventure the dark- 
neſs ſhall cover me, dark- 
neſs is no darkneſs with 
thee, for the night and 
day to thee are both alike. 
There is nothing can, O 
Lord, fall upon me but 
thy Wrath, nor nothing 
cover me but my own confus 


ſton, 


V. 

O Lord, pardon in me 
what ever is amiſs, and give 
me flrength to overcome 
all aſſaults and temptati- 
0!f, And TI beſeech thee 

to 


16 Evecning-Prayer. 


thonghts, and wandring is 
maginations  throngh un- 
belief , and misghelief : So 
that even my prayers tyrn 
into fm, that when T have 
done praying, I bad need fall 
down upon my knees again, 
and intreat pardon for my 


prayers . 


IV. 

If thou, Lord God, 
ſhould'ſt be extream to mark, 
what is done amiſs, Lord, 
who were able to abide it ? 
and yet how ſhall 1 eſcape 
it * for whither ſhall I go 
from thy preſence, or whither 
can I fly from thy Spirit- 2 
IF I climb up into Heaven, 
thou art there, if. I go 
dewn into Hell , thou art 

there 


Evening-Prayer. 17 
there alſo, if I take the 


wings of the morning and 
fly into the utmoſt parts 
of the earth, even there 


ſhall thy band find me: if 


T ſay, Peradventure the dark- 
neſs ſhall cover me, dark- 
neſs is no darkneſs with 
thee, for the night and 
day to thee are both alike. 
There is nothing can, O 
Lord, fall upon me but 
thy Wrath, nor nothing 
cover me but my own confus- 


ſion, 


Y. 

O Lord, pardon in me 
what ever is amiſs, and give 
me flrength to overcome 
all aſſaults and temptati- 
01% And I beſeech thee 

to 


| 
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18 Evening-Prayer. 


to accept the humbleſt ac- 
knowledgment of 8s thank- 
ful heart for thy provi- 
dence and tender care of 
me this day: for unleſs 
tby mercy and grace had 
been my guide and defence , 
I bal committed more prie- 
vous fins againſt thy divine 
Majeſty, and bad been ſwal- 
lowed up for ever by thy 
juſt Wrath and ſevereſt 
Fedgmentss Defend me, O 
Lord, from all calamities I 
have deſerved; and protea 
my ſoul, that it conſent not 
to any works 'of darkneſs 7 
Keep me this night in thy 
fear, that at laſt I may dze 
in thy favour , through the . 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
my 


| me, O Lord, by thy hea- 


Ejaculations. 19 


my onely Lord and Saviour. 


Amen, 
Our Father, &c. 


Ejaculations at going to bed. 


I. A Nd now compo- 
A ling my Body to 
ſleep, O Lord, keep my 
heart waking, that it may 
contemplate upon thy ho- 


ly Commandments, 
2. Protect and defend 


venly Grace, from all dan- 
gers this night, and all the 
days of my life, in the houc 
of Death, and in the day 
of Judgement, 
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20 Sunday-mornings 
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Sunday-mornings 
Meditations. 


I. 
(me, let us lay a- 
{ide the Cares of 
this world, and 
take into-our mindes the 
Joys of Heavcn ; Ict us 
empty our heads of all 0- 


'ther thoughts,and prepare 


that upper room to cnter- 


_ tain our God. 


I 1, 

Retiring from the ma- 
ny diltractions of this lite, 
and cloſely recolleQting all 
the forces of our Soul, fo 
to purſue in carneſt that 


ene neceſſary Work, the 


{c- 


Meditations. 21 


{ccuring to our ſclves the 
Kingdom of Heaven, 
III. 

Miſerable are they, O 
Lord. who ſtudy all things 
elle, and never fcex to 
talte thy {weetnels 3 mi- 
{crable, though their skill 
can number the Stars. and 
trace out the ways of the 
Planets : To know thee, 
O Lord, is to be truly 
wiſe, and to contemplate 
thee, the higheſt Lear- 
nINg. 

IV, 

Send forth thy light, O 
thouMoming-(tarand lead 
us to thy holy hill: Send 
forth thy Truth, O increa- 
ted Wiſdom, and bring, us 
to thy bleſſed Tabernacle. 

B 2 A 


22 Prayers for Sunday. 


A PRAYER for Sun- 
day-morning. 


Eternal God, pre- 
pare my Heart to 
ſeek, thee, and accept this 
my Morning - Sacrifice , 


| though weak and imper- 
fed, TI have too often 


ſinned in abſenting thy 
Houſe ,, but more often and 
more grievouſly in frequen- 
ting it, by coming careleſ- 
ly and out of cujtom , by 
znbeſteming geſtures , cold 
Prayers. and beartleſs hear 
ing. Lord, let this days 
Rejt of my Body, bring to 
my rememorance that eter- 
nal Reſt of my Soul; and 
let m2 cem: before thee with 42 
| ſacriic'd 


Prayers for Sunday. 23 
ſacrific'd and humble Soul, 


with a wounded and contrite 
Spi r 1 t, 


A PRAYER for Sun- 


day-noon. 


O thou God of infinite * 


Compaſſions, how delightful 
to me was the Muſick of 
thy Goſpel , and charming 
to my wounded Spirit 7 
Lord, let it raiſe my Soul 


above the reach of all earth=+ © 
ly vanities 5 each word that 


I heard this day was of 
weight > and if IT become 
not more holy by thoſe beg» 


venly improvements, I ſhall, . © 


certainly become more ſinful 
by my careleſs neglefing of. 
it : but lt me (till be hoping, 

0 
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24 Prayers for Sunday, 

O Lord.in thy aſſiſting grace, | * 

m all temptations. 
\\ APRAYER for Sun- 

if 0 day-night. 
| | 


IFS 'O God, the Father of 
fo Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 


——— 
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art infinite in Power and 
Majefty, as thou art in Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion - thor 
madeit Heaven and Earth, 
and all things therein con- 
#ained, and that of no- 
Ls thing, in the ſpace of fix 
t days, on the ſeventh day 
#how didit reſt , and by thy 
4 © own example did(t conſe- 
j3 | crate the ſame as a day of 


Spiritual Reſt and Recrea- 
' tion to dby People, and af- 
i1 terwards didſt renew it by 
| tbe 


"Ze, 


In- 
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Prayers for Sunday. 25 


' the Anthority, Pradiice , 


and Example of thy bleſ= 


| ſed A fete and eſtecially 
| of hs bleſſed Son Feſus 


Chriſt, who perfeCied the 
work of our Redqmption 
by his glorious veſtrrecti- 
on 5 - Accept, I humbly be- 
ſeech thee , for his ſake , 

this my evening = ſacrifice 
of prayer and praiſe, which, 
though in great weakneſs, 
yet in the uprightneſs of 
my heart, I do offer up 
wnto thy Majeſty. in his 
Name in whom onely thou 
art well pleaſed, my Lord 
and Savicur Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen. 


| * 2 6 Meditations 


Meditations for Munday. 
| 
| 1 


Appy are they, O 
glorious Lord , 
who everywhere 


adore thy Majeſty 3 that 

live on Earth, as in the . 

fight of the King of 

Heaven , and every mo- 

ment .have God 1n their 

thoughts. 
II. 

The unlimited eye of 
the great Almighty looks 
down to this lower world, 
and beholds all the ways 
ot the children of men: 

- it we go out, he marks 
our Steps 3 and when we 
retire, 
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for Munday. 27 


retire, our cloſet excludes 


not him. ; 


IIL : ; 

While we are alone, he 
mindes our contrivings , 
and the ends we aim at in 
all our ſtudies; when we 
converſe with others, he 
obſerves our deportment, 


.and the good we do them 


or our {elves. 
I V. 

All the day Jong he 
conlidercth how we tpend 
our time 3 and our dark- 
eſt Night conceals not our 
works from him : It we 
deceive our neighbour, he 
{pics the traud, and hears 
the leaft whiſper of a-ſlane; 
dcring Tongue. 
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28 Prayers for 


A PRAYER for Mun- 
day-morning. 


Maſt gracions God , 
than art my onely 
happineſs for ever: I ſee 
wy portion herexrfter des 
nnd? on my chore here; 
but my choice, O Lord, 
depends on thee. Guide 
me with thy boly Grace , 
that T withdraw my affe- 
Clions from all wanittes 
here below , and fix them 
wpon Heaven and hea- 
venly things : 5 Teach me 
what ts acce 'ptable m thy 
frobt ," that I may kmw 
my-end , and wiſely chuſe 
my way ,. and order all 
nd} actims to thy Glory 
through 


Munday. 29 
through Chriſt our Lord. 


A PRAYER for Mun- 
day-noon. 


O holy Lord, who re- 
quireſt truth in the inward 
parts, keep me from relapfing 
into ſin which thy Grace 
hath rooted out > deliver 
me from all malice and en- 
mity with my Neighbours, 
and from oppreſſi ng the poor, 

who have none to defend 
thems then may TI expect 
thy proteFion. Thou art 
my \trength, O Lord, whom 
ſhall I fgar £ thou art my 
ſalvation , of whon then 
ſhall I be afraid © Nothing 
can hurt me but my own 
vicious deſires, nothing can 
en 


30. Prayers for 


endanger me but my diſove- 
dience to my Maker, which 
God avert, for his Son Feſus 
Chriſt his ſake, my Saviour 


and Redeemer. 


A PRAYER for Mun- 
day-nigitt. 


O Lord, who art ever 
preſent to all that thou haſt 
made, ſtill watching to 
improve us in the ways of 
thy holy Commandments 
eheck my inclinations to 
folly, and encourage my 
purſuit to true good, 
make me always feel 
my © ſelf. nnder thy ſure 
protedion from all dan- 
gers, and within free r ach 
of thy gracious Ear, tyat 
what 
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be 
ich 
ſus 


HY 
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Munday. 31 
whatever real good I faith- 
Fully 6k, and uſe my juſt 
endeavonrs to requeſt of thee, 
I may attain the ſame, 
through Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


CE—_— 


Meditations for Tueſday. 
| 


Ord, how ſecure 
andquiet they live, 
whom thy Grace 


continually preſerves and 
proteas! The day goes 
ſmoothly over their heads, 
and filent as the ſhadow 
ot a Dial the Spirits-of 
their fancy run calm 
and even, and ebb and 
flow in obedience to Rea- 
{on 
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fon 3 all their delight is 
fo think on Heaven, and 
xeckon ore the joys they 
{hall one day poflels. 

II. 

Till ſome unruly paſſh- 
on preſs to come in, and 
by its fauning outlide gain 
admittance : it promiſes 
at firſt all joy and happt- 
neſs, but ſoon diſcovers its 
pernicious intent 3 ſoon it 
grows bold to undermine 
their repoſe. and open a 
door to all their enemics. 

III 

So, at a little breach 
of a City - wall, a whole 
Army pours jn their nu- 
merous Body, enſlaving 
all that ſubmit to their vi- 
olence, and deftroying all 
that 
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that make head to refiſk 
it : and ſuch, alas, is theix 
confuſion, when once they 
have yielded to the tiyſt af- 
Gult,immediately a throvg 
of tumultuousſpirits croud 
into their heads, and ut- 
terly conſuine the little 
remnant of their Peace. 


A PRAYER for Tueſ- 


day-morning, 


Ord, I beſeech thee , 
grant me thy holy 
Spirit , that I may with- 
ſtand all temptations and 
aſſaults which utterly cont 

found the Government 
and Peace of ' my Soul © 
Lord, let thy Gro which 
is ſufficient for me, fore | 


tine 
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tifie me againſt the wiles 
of the Devil or man, for 
thy Son Feſis Chriſts ſake. 


Amen. 


A PRAYER for Tuc{- 


day-noon, 


O Lord, whoſe merciful 
providence makes eafie the 
laborious courſe of our lives, 
with conſtant conveniencies 
and ſeaſons of repoſe z 
wonchſafe me; I humbly be- 


WM ſcech thee, 10 protect me 


the remaining part of this 
day. and grant, that re- 
' flediing with hearty contri- 
tz0n on every frep T have 
made awry, and with a 
thankful acknowledgement 
for thoſe thou haſt led me 


a= 


4 
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| aright, I may henceforth be 


rendred more weary of my 
deviating inclinations, and 
more ' attentively obſequious 
to the ſteady guidance of 
thy Grace, through my Lord 
and Saviour Feſuis Chriſt. 
Amen. 


A PRAYER for Tue(- 
day-night. 


Moſt mighty God , "I bes 


| ſeech thee give thy” Angels: 


charge over me, to keep me: 
in all my ways, that no evit, 


happen unto me, nor any 


plague come nigh my dwell 
ing. Grant me a moderate 
and refreſhiig ſleep, ſuch 
as may fit me for the du- 
ties of the day following © 

moe 


a OG 
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make- me always mindful of 


my latter end , that when I 
die, I may die unto the Lord, 
and my ſoul may reſt in hopes 
Amen. 


Ar 


i 


Meditations for Wedneſday, 


| 
\ The diftra&ion of 
* a life led by hu- 
mour , and the 
miſerable thraldome of be- 
wg fubject to our paſſi- 
ons! How often do they 


ngage us to contend with 
Hh » and imbitter all 
our days with firife and 
envy! How often do they 
quarrelamong themſelves, 


and raiſe a war in our own 
boſomes ! II. It 
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[1. 
If they by chance agree 
in one deſire, they many 


times vex us by their be- 
ing diſappointed; it they 
perhaps fometimes fuc- 
ceed, they ſe dome pro- 
duce the expected con- 
tent 3 if they delight our 
corrupi2d talte, and we 
grecdily ſwallow their un- 
wholfom {weetnels, 
IL. 

Then *tis, alas, they 
molt of all undo us, by 
feeding the humour of our 
fatal difeaſe. Vainat the 
be(t, and ſhort, are the en- 
joyments of this world 3 
which after a lictle flattery, 
betray us into ruine. Save 
us, O Lord, or elle we 
periſh 3 


35 Prayers for 
periſh; awake, and with 


thy ſpeedy Mercy reſcue 
thy Servants , ſend down 
thy powerful Grace to ſu- 
ſtain our part,and thorow- 
ly reduce theſe unquiet 
diſorders. 


A PRAYER for Wed- 
neſday-mornings 


Ord, what am IT but 

a friend of this pre- 
ſent evil world, and an 
enemy to thee * TI am a 
Child of wrath, and a Son 
of darkneſs, let nat moun- 
zazns of fin oppreſs me , 
or the world - with the 
baits of vanity. $0 check, 
me, that T may never like 
an Eagle fly to the Car- 


caſr, 


+... 


Wedneſday, 3g 


caſs, but be able to cry for 
help to thee, who art the 
onely bright Morning-ſ(tar , 
that art wont to ſpread forth 
the beams of comfort unto 
the needy in extremity. A» 
mcn. 


A PRAYER for Wed- 
ne{day-noon. 
O Lord, give me wings 
of Faith to: flie unto thee 3; 


and pour upon me the 


dew of thy Bleſſings, that _ 
T way bring forth the 
fruits of holineſs, Teach 
me, O Lord, the way that 
I ſhould go, and guide me 
and dirett me by thy holy 
and ileſſed hand, and 
grant that theſe my Pets 
HOns 
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tions at this time, may be 
for the better, and not for the 
worſe 3 and be thou a Lan- 
thorn unto my feet, and a 
Light unto my Head, that 
1 may never erre nor ſtray 
from thy Commandments. 
Amen. 


A PRAYER for Wed- 
neſday-night. 


O moſt merciful and 
glorious Lord God, teach 
me ſo to govern and end 

my life, that I may ſleep in 
ow and reft with thee : 
hide me under the ſhadow 
of thy Wings, that I may 
reſt quietly, void of all 
fear, ſpiritual darkneſs, 


danger, and deſpair ; com- 


fort 


Wedneſday. 


fort me in all affliiions, by 
ſanGgifying of them to me z 
that, whatſoever is laid 
pon me as a Fatherly cor: 
redion, 1 may patiently 
bear . as a dutiful childe , 
through Chriſt my Saviour. 
Amen. 


41 


— — 
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Meditations for Thurſday, 


DD thee what we 


cannot  'receive without 
danger to our {elves z and 
from receiving what we 
cannot uſe without of- 
tending; others, and rain» 


ing our:;own. Souls. £ 
| IT, De- 


I. 
Eliver us.O Lord, 
from asking of 
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II. 
Deliver us from pre- þ 
ſuming {o on thy bounty, 
that we omit to perform 
our own duty : {till to our 
Devotions let us joyn our 
beſt endeavours, and make 
our Earth comply with 
thy Heaven, | 
III, 
It we detize of thee to 
relieve our necethties, let 


us faithfully begin to la- F 


bour with our hands, and 


not expe a bleſſing from -| 


the Clouds, on the idle 
follies of an undiſciplin'd 
lite z but heartily deſire 
that the ſucceeding day 
may learn to grow wile, _ 
and correct its faults by 

experience of the palt. 


« A | | 
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A PRAYER for Thur(- 


day-nornings 


Lord God, who. by 

thy Almighty pow 
&r didft bring water out 
of a Rock, I beſeech thee , 
ſinite the ſtony Rock of 
my Heart, and make the 
water of a true and of an ' 
unfeigned Repentance to 
enſh forth: Give me that 
godly ſorrow that may 
work Repentance never t0 
be repented of : Help me, 
O Lord, to carry all my 
fins even with ſorrors #0 
my grave, and yet, Q 
Lord, not with the ſorrows. 
of Anxiety or Deſperatis 
e&:, but with the ſorrow 
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of Cortrition, Humiliation, 

and of an anfeigned Repen- 
4 

tance, Amen, 


A PRAYER for Thurſ- 


day-noon. 


O Heavenly Father . 
thon art Fracious and : 
merciful, thou knoweſt-., | 
whereof I am made, and 
remembreſt that I am but 
. duſt; be not wffoth wiry 
fore ,, O Lord, neither e- « 
member my migquities for 
ever; for I am utterly a- 
ſhamed of the fins TI have 
defired, and am confoune 


8 


ded for the pleaſures 1 
have chyſen. O make me 
_ penitent , careful as the 
watches of the night, that 


” Ss VV _Wm S 


« 1. 


| 
| 


Thurſday. 45 


I may never return to the 
folly whereof I am now 
aſhamed , but that in Hy- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs 
I may ſerve and pleaſe 
thee all my days, works 
ing out my own Salvation 
with fear and tremolings 
Amen, 


A PRAYER for Thur(= 
Uay-night, 


Almighty God, whgs. 
hateſt nothing that tho 
haſt made , "and wonuldeſt- 
not the death of a fin= 
ner , but rathcr that be 
ſhould repent gnd be fas 
ved s Though 0: Tree bs 
barren, let not the decree 


29 forth to cut it down g 
CG 2 but 
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but ſpare me, good Lord , 


fare me whom thou haſt 
redeemed with thy mot 
proczous Bloud, and be 
not angry with me for 
ever 3 though I have hin- 
dled a Fire in thy anger , 
yet let it not burn to my 
utter deſftrufion. Thorx 
art a God of M:rcy and 
Compaſſion , pardoning i- 
#iquity, tranſpreſſion , and 
fin, Oh paſi by all my 
$ranſgreſions, and receive 
we graciouſly, Enter nos 
wito Judgement with me, 
weither fay tho haſt no 
Deaſure in me, but, O 
Lord, preſerve me from ſin 
for the time to come 3 for 
wiuhout thy Grace pre- 
yenting me, 1 cant but 


5 " fn, 


Friday. 47 
fin, whoſe wages i death, 
but thy Gift, O Lord, is E« 
ternal Life. Amen. 


—_——_ 


Meditations for Friday. 
I 


Thou our gracis 
ous and induk 
gentFather,who 


freely pardoneſt all that 
truely repent, who givelt 
repentance to all that ask, 
and inviteſt all to ask by 
promiſing to give z make 
us ſeriouſly ſearch into out 
own Brealt, and heartily 
lament our many failings, 
II. 
Make us ſearch diligent= 
ly fox our boſom-fins, and 
C 3 ſirive 
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ſtrive to caſt them out by 
prayer and faſting. All 
we can offer thy offended 
Majelty to pacihe the ju- 
{tice of thy wrath, is only 
an humble Eye bath'd in 
tears, and a penitent heart 
broke with contrition. 
INN. 

Oncly a firm reſolve ta 
change our lives. Þ And 
even all this we mult beg 
of thee, Preſerve us, Q 
Lord, by thy powcrtul 
Grace, that no temptation 
{urprize or overcome us : 
Reclaim our wandring 
fancies, and guide and hx 
them to attend thy ſer- 
vice. 


A 
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A PRAYER for Fri- 


day-morning. 


Eternal God, thor 

ſeeſt all my deſires , 
and my continual groan= 
ings are not hid from 
thee, thou alone knoweſt 
how weary I am of the ſin- 
ful travels of this life, how 
earneſtly T long to be. at 
reſt with thee : Lord, par 
don all my fins, and put 
an end to all my Mere 
Come, Lord Jeſus . cam 
quickly; wipe away all tears 
from mine Eyes, and bring 
me ta that geſt of ha 


which never ſhall þave. end." © 


Amen. 


C 4 A. 


50 Prayers for Friday, 


A PRAYER for Fri- 


day-noon. 


Gus ew "D a 


O thou God of infinite | 
compaſſions , look not upon 
thoſe infinite failings of my 
PFnful nature, but behol4 
me in the beauty and per- 
fedion of thy bleſſed Son < 

F Teach me, O Lord, t1 fee 
#he Rebellion of my own 
wicked heart, by bis per- 
Feit Obedience , my finful- | 
neſs, by bis Righteouſneſs 3 | 
" #my miſery, by bis Mercy : +\» 
Lord, open mine Eyes, that | 
T may ſee the foulneſs and 
the filthineſs of fin, and ap=- 
prebend the greatneſs of thy 
= Hrath againjt it. Amen. 


A 


>” —"—_— ” Y 


mt 
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A PRAYER for Fri- 
day-night. 


O holy Lord, who art the 
onely Keeper of thy Pedple 
Ifrael, that neither ſlums 
bereſt nor ſleepeſt > while 
darkneſs noro covers the face 
of the Earth, receive my bo- 
dy and Soul into thy cwſto= 
dy , and be pleaſed in thy 
tender Mercy to watch avet 
me this night : Lord, grant 


that I ſleep not in fin, or 


pretermit any opportunity 
of ſerving thee : fit and pre- 
pare me always for my 
latter end, before I g06 
bence, and be no more ſeen... 
Amen. 


C5 Me: 


* 


\ 


Meditations 


M-ditations for Saturday. 


.. 
Each mc, O Lord, 
that (ate and &q- 
liz method of 
eculuring iy felt, to be 
acquitted by thee z cvery 
nignt lt me fit as an im- 
partial Judge, and call be- 
tore me all my day 3 Ict 
me {everal-y examine evc- 
xy thought and word, and 
ſtrictly - ſearch cvery deed 
and omilhion, 
II, 

Implozing for the tine 
palt, tne Mercy of Heaven, 
and for the time to come; 
the fainc unbounded mer- 


CY « 
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cy. - If I perhaps finde 
ſome lictle thing well done, 
when weigh'd with the 
allowance indulged our 
trailty, let me return all 
the glory to my God, and 
beg his Grace to continue 
and improve it. 

on! 

His is the Hand that 
{owes the Secd, his is the 
Blciing that gives the Ins 
crealez thus let me once 
a day, at leafiz look home, 
and ſcriouſly enquire into 
the ſtate of my ſoul : whar 
c're my weaknels or mas 
lice may have done, let 
me now undo with a hear- 
ty contrition. | 

I'V. 

Let not the Sun 85 

down 


—  ——  — "— af 
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down upon my wrath, 
nor on any other unrec- 
pented fin: ſtill let me 
write at the foot of my 
account, Reconcil'd to my 
God, and in charity with 
all the world 3 then go to 
bed with a quiet Conſci- 
ence, and fall afle&þ in 
peace and hope. 


A PRAYER for Sx- 
turdgy-morning, 


= 


God, the Father of 

| all Mrcies, the foun- 
8jun and Well-ſpring of all 
ferfed happineſs z Tiny miſt 
uhwortby creature, by reaſon 
. of my great and innizmerabie 


tranſ- 


| 
{ 
| 


tranſgreſſions, yet invited 
by thy eſſential goodneſs 
and Commandment, do 
with all reverence and 
humble confidence ap- 
proach to the Throne of 
Grace, begging of thee, for 
the paſſion of my deareſt 
Lord, to remove my ſus 
as far as the Eaſt is from 
the W:iit, and to remem- 
ber them -no more, left thou 
ſmite me in thy jealouſie, 
an4 conſume me in t 

IFrath and Indignation , 
which by my manifold fins-- 
and tranſgreſſions I moſt 
juſtly have deſerved to feel, 
and fink under to eternal 


ao fo 


II. 1 
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56 Praycr for 


[ 1. 


I confeſs, O Lord, to 
thy glory, who ſo long haſt 
ſpared me, and to my own 
ſhame, who ſo long have re- 
ſiſted and deſpiſed fo glorious 
a mercy, that I am the vi- 

of ſinners, and the 


worſt of men', a lover of 


_ the world, a-neglefier of Re- 


ligion, and an tndervaluer 
of its intereſts; being paſſio- 
nate for Trifles, and indiffe- 
rent for eternal Treaſures, F 
am proud, and envious , 
lujtful, "and mntemperate 
prodigal of my time, and co- 
vetous of money, greedy of 
fin, but loathing Manna , 
the (Bnead that came down 


from 
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from Heaven, Wrilling ET 
am to ſuffer any thing #0 
pleaſe my ſenſes, and to ſa- 
tisfie ambition, or to purchaſe 
the world; but am neither 
willing #0 do or ſuffer any colt 
tradiction for the Law of 
God. 


ITI. 


In proſperity T am imput- 
dent and proud, in adver« 
fity puſullanimous and cow- 
ardly, ready to promiſe a= 
ny thing in the day of cala= 
mity, but when thou bring(t 
we to comfort, I fotget my 
duty, and do juſt notbings 
In ail my Converſation 1 
an uneven \ ſoon diſturbed , 
quickly angry , nt quickly 
jap 


_— —— 
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appeaſed > petulant and 
peeviſh, and diſordered by a 
whele body of fin, and evil #4 
my portion. IT am an heir of 
wrath, infirmity, and folly 3 
ſhame and death is my inbe- 
ritance. 


I'V. 


But, O Lord, leave me 
not to the ſinful Connſels of 
my own Heart : Set ſconr- 
ges over my thoughts, and 
the Diſcipline of wiſdom 
over my Heart, left my ig- 
norance increaſe, and m 
fins abound to my deſtru@i- 
on. Lord, let my repentance 
be fpeedy and perfet, bring- 
ing forth the fruits of @ 
holy eonverſation 3 give un- 
19 


= 0 - I 


_— — 
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to me a Faith that ſhall never 
ceaſe, a Confidence in thee 
that ſhall never be diſcompo- 
ſed, a Patience that ſhall ne- 
ver faint, and a noble Chri- 
ſtian Courage to confeſs thy 
holy Name. That in all 
Changes and Accidents 1 
may be thy Servant, and 
thou mayeſt take delight to 
pardon me. Sandlifie me, 
and ſave me, that I may re- 
Joyce in the mercies of Ged 
in the day of recompence, at 
the glorious appearing of our 
Lord Feſic,in whoſe Name I 
conclude theſe my imperfect 
Prayers. Amen. 
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A PRAYER forSatur- 


day-noon, 


I. 

O Almighty God, reſtrain 
my ghoſtly enemzes, and give 
me all ſorts of ſpiritual aſ- 
fiſtance , let my Faith be 
the parent of a good life, 
and a (trong ſhield to re- 
pel the fiery darts of the 
Devil ; the Author of a 
baly hope, of modeſt de- 
fares , of confidence in thee 
my God, and of a never-faai« 
ling charitie to all the 
world. 

I I. 

Lord, give me grace to 
ſhend the remainder of my 
days to thy glory, that I 


may 
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may not onely labour to have 
my ſins pardoned, but alſo 
ſtrive to have ſo much favour 
with thee, that before my 
death I may have my fins 
forgiveneſi aſſured, And 
grant, if it be thy bleſſed 
will, that I may betake my 
ſelf to do that one thing ne- 
.ceſſary, that I may not have' 
my Oyl to buy when 1 ſhould 
have it to burn. Teach me, 
0 Lord, that ſickneſfſ is a 
time not $0 do, but to ſuffer 5+ 
grant that I may ſee the books 
croſr'd in my health, that at 
my death IT may reſign my 
Soul into the hmnds of my 
faithfid Creator and Re+ 
deemer. Amen, 


A 
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| A PRAYER for Satur- 
| day-night. 


| 
O moſt powerful Lord 
God, deliver me now from 
the ſtormy Sea of buſineſ?, 
and the dead water of a 
ſloatbful life: The dayi®s 
now approaching which #s 
thy holy day > prepare 
me for the ſandifying of 
the ſame , that” I may nt 
ſpend it in my own luſis 
and pleaſures, but my 
chief aim and delight may 
be to conſecrate it to thy glo- 
rs | 
I I, 
And, Lord , grant that 
IT may ceaſe from all the 


NP 


['- 


— 
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works of fin, as well as 
from the works of my own 
employment, that I may, 
through thy tender Mercy, 
feel in my Heart the be- 
ginning of thy eternal Sab- 
bath, which is Foy un- 
Ppeakable, and full of Glory. 
Prepare me againſt my laſt 
hour, that if thou ſhouldeſt 
this night make my Sun to 
ſet, and turn my ſleep into 
death, I may live and die 
zeato thee, who doſt live e- 
verlaſtingly, world with- 


out end, 


Our Father, &c. 


.Mf 
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m_—_— 


A ſerious Preparation to the = 
Holy Sacrament, 

lo 

n 


"4 
=_ 


2 Chron. 34.18, 19. 


(; -- Lord, pardon I 
every one that 
prepareth his 


Heart to ſeek God, the ; 
Lord God of his Fathers, . 
though he be not clean- 
{ed according to the pu- \, 
rification of the Sandtue | 
ary. 


A Preparation to E xa- 
mination. 


l. 
Lord, 1 do not pre- 
lume to come to 
that 


he 


-  — w- — — -—— _ OOO —_———— —_— <———— — 
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that great Fealt of thy 
Body and bloud, upon the 
leatt opinton of my own 
worthineſs; tor waen I 
look upon my ſelf, I dare 
not come, for fear I thould 
cat and drink my own 
damnation. 
I 1. 

But when I conhder thy 

inhnice Mercics unto man- 


kind, and thy own words? 


calling all men without., 


exception 3 and knowing 
that thy crucihed Body 
1s not onely Food to ncu- 
riſh. but Phylick to cure 5 


| I beg leave, that am but. 
* duſt and aſhes, to come to 


thy holy Table, and with 


* my weak Faith to tecd up- 
on ſome crums of the bread. 


of lifc. 111, 


66 A Preparation to 


III. 

I confeſs, O Lord, I 
have no Wedding-Gar- 
ments upon me, but I 
come to ſ{cek them at thy 
Croſs, from thy bitter for- 
rows to derive into my 
{oul a godly ſorrow, wor- 
king Repentance to Salva- 
tron, 

I'V. 

From thy broken Body 
a broken Heart, from thy 
warm Bloud flowing from 
thy wounded Side, Heart, 
Zcal, and Fervency z that 
I may love and admire 
thee,;my God, as I ought 
to'do. 

V 


I come, Q dear Jeſus, 
to fetch Humility Patience, 
Tem- 
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Temperance, Sobriety, and 
Charity, and whatever 
thou ſeeſt elſe needful for 
me: hury all my fins in thy 
grave 3 my ſtony heart, my 
natural corruptions , and 
vile affections, 

VI. 

I come, OTLord, to 
fetch a new life from thy 
holy and bleſſed Reſur- 
rectionz to which end, 
bleſs, O Lord , I beſeech 
thee, this my cxaminati- 
on, which by thy divine 
alhſtance I am now to 
make betore thee, 

VII. 

Thou knowweli, O Lord, 
what a partial examiner 
flcth and bloud will be 
unto it ſelf, unleſs thou 

D guide 
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guide and dire& me by 
thy Holy Spirit : ſtreng- 
then my weak Memory, 
that it may faithfully bring 
forth all the evil as IJ * 
have done, and the good 
ones I have omitted. 
VIII. L.: 
Make my Conſcience} | 
freely to acculc, to judge, | | 
and condemn my elf, 6-4 
that 1 be not judged of © 
thee 3 and whatſoever de- | 
fe& I commit in my exa- 
mination, Lord pardon in 
that heap of tin which I 
bring unto thy Croſs to l 
be forgiven, I beſecch thee,” 
Amen. | 


69 


Examination before the holy 


Sacrament. 


Xamination is St, 
Paul's Rule, 1 Cor. 
Ii. 28, Butleta 


man examine himſelf, and 
ſo let him eat of that 
Be] Bread, and drink of that 
lt, Cup. 


le- | Heads of Examination. 


n [, 
l | My Soul, now in the 
we preſence of the Al- 


-c mighty, uſe thy utmoſt 
diligence to make thy cal- 

| ling and ele&tion ure. 
How haſt thou manag'd 

4- | thy whole life, which God 
| D 2 gave 
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gave thee to imploy in his | 
Service ? 
II. | 

If thou halt leiſure, art | 
thou not idle, and ſpendeſt } 
thy precious life in unpro- | 
ftable ftollies? or if buſie, 
art thou not ſo too much, | 
and leaveſt no time to pro- | 


—. as on en wes jd © 


vide for thy ſoul ? 

F1k 

Does thy Riches make 

thee wiſe, and generouſly 
athit the Poor ? or thy Po- 
verty make thee humble, 
and faithfully labour 1n 
thy proper Calling ? 

I'V 


Doth not the greatneſs 
of another moleſt thy 
peace, and his proſperous 


condition make thee re- 


pine ? 
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pine ? Art thou not given 
to ſay in thine heart, Had 
I that fair Eltate, or were 
I intruſted with ſo high a 
place, I ſhould know how 


fie, } tO contrive things better, 
ch, | and never commit ſuch 
ro- | groſs aa" 

Haſt thou fallen among 
ke | vicious company, which, 


O too often, engages into 
folly? and did the dan- 
gers increaſe thy care, and 
the ſin of others breed vir- 
tue in thee ? 

VI. 

Haſt thou ſpied any good 
example which thy gra- 
cious God preſents to ex- 
cite thee? and didit thou 
immediately entertain the 
D 3 mo- 
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motion, and reſqlve in thy 
heart effeQtually to follow 
it? 

VII. 

What haſt thou gain'd 
by all thou haſt ſcen or 
heard ? ſince nothing is fo 
barren but may yicld ſome 
fruit, had we he art to 
cultivate it righ and htly 
apply it to our ywn ad- 
vantage. 

VIII. 

Haſt thou given a Bill of 
Divorce to all thy old be- 
loved ſins, and brought 
thy (elf into a fit way to 
be married to thy Saviour 
and Redeemer ? 

I X% 

Haſt thou caſt away all 
worldly thoughts,delights, 
and 


r= 
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| and vain imaginations 3 


that there remains no 
clogs to hinder thee, my 
Soul, in thy mounting to» 
wards Heaven ? 

X. 

Do'ſt thou in every ſtate 
give thanks to Heaven , 
and contentedly ſubſcribe 
to its ſ{evereſt Decrees, re- 
joycingly ſay to God Al- 
mighty, O my Saviour, 
Fm glad my lot is in thy 
hands? 

AT. 

Thou art all Wiſdom, 
and ſceſt my wants 3 thou 
art all Goodneſs, and de- 
lighteſt to relieve me : 
Under thy Providence I 
know I am ſafe, and what- 
ever betalls me, thou gui- 
D 4 deſt 
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delt to my advantage. 
X11, 

It thou wilt have me 
obſcure and low, thy bleſ- 
(ed will;not mine,be done ; 
or if thou wilt load me 
with afflitions, imbitter- 
ing my days with grief and 
ficknels, 

X1IT, 

Stillmay thy bleſſed will, 
O Lord.be done.to govern 
thy Creatures in thy own 
bett way let me fay with 
holy Job, The Lord 'gave, 
and the Lord hath taken 
away, bleſſed be the Name 
of the Lord. 

XIV. 

O that my loſs of tears 
might now prevail with 
thee to repair the loſs of 
thy 
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| thy preſence in my fintul 
Soul! Lord, let the great- 
| neſs of my tolly in tnning, 


extol the richncls of thy 
mercy in forgiving, 


Reftore me to the joy 
of thy Salvation, and clta- 
bliſh me with thy free Spi- 
rit; {o (hall I have the 
comfort, and thou, O my 
God, the praiſe for ever* 
more, 


A PRAYER after Exa» 
mination, for the afſt- 
ftance of God's Holy 
Spirit. 


I. 
RE: baly Spirit , the 
eternal love of the- 


Father 


96 A Prayer after 


Father and Son, the Come 
forter and Teacher of Truth, 
whom the Father by the Son 
promiſed to give them that 
atk, have mercy upon me, 
help my infirmities, keep my 
Soul and all its faculties 
lifted up unto the Throne 
of thy grace, that they may 
not fink down into the 
vanities and follies of thi 


Fife, 


7 We 

Let the words of my 
mouth, and the meditations 
of my heart, be always ac- 
ceptable in thy ſight, O Lord 
my [trength and my redeemer, 
in whoſe moſt holy Name 
and reords, T ſum up this 
my imperfect Prayer, in that 
moſt 


14g 


| MA Confeſſionof Sins. 77 
Mr ' moſt perfet Form of Prayer 
th, * which he himſelf hath fur- 
on "ther taught me in his boly 
at *{ Goſpel. 

= I Qur Father, &c. 
ry 

ad A Confeſſion of Sins. 


0 rm forgive me all my 

{ins in the blood of 
my Redecmer, more par- 
ticularly thoſe fins againſt 
that inward and fpiritual 
worſhip that is due unto 
thee 3, for the wilful blind- 
neſs of my underſtanding, 
in the not {carching after 
thee, in thy Word which 
teltitieth of thee, nor in 
thy Work which magnt- 
hes thee. 


IL. I 


78 A Confeſſion of ſins. 
I. 

I beg Mercy for the 
want of ſaving Faith, and 
the weakneſs of that faith 
when it 1s at the beſt; and 
for the fool in my heart 
that hath preſumed to 
doubt of thy Being or of 
thy Providence. 

III. 

I beg Mercy for the 
ftubbornneſs and perver{- 
neſs of my will, that it 
hath neither done what 
thou do'lt command, nor 
{ubmitted with paricnce 
and humility unto thy Fa- 
therly corrections. 

I'V. 

I beg Mercy tor the ſins 
of my aftcctions, that have 
bin turn'd into filthy _ 
y 
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ly lufis, that hght againſt 
the Spirit 3 that I have had 
no fear of God betore my 
eyes 3 no forrow, but that 
I have not ſinned enough 3 
no comfort and delight , 
but in the vanities of this 
life, 
V. 

I beg Mercy for that 
raſh and immoderate an- 
ger that flalhes out of my 
corrupt nature, and for 
every pathon and pertur- 
bation of my ſoul z fur the 
hardneſs of my heart, that 
hath not opened the door 
when the King of Glory 
hath vouchſated to knock 3 
and for the dead fleep of 
fin which I have long 
been in, without anſwer- 


ing 
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ing the calls of thy bleſſed 
Spirit, and the divine mo- 
tions of thy Grace, 

VI, 

I beg Mercy for my 
negligent and unprofitable 
uſe of thy bleſſed and holy 
| Ordinances, of thy Word 

| preached, and receiving of 
| thy holy Sacrament; and 
for not keeping the Sab- 


bath as thou haſt comman- 
ded. 


VII. 

I beg Mercy for th 
pride of my heart, and the 
vain exalting my (elf; for 
not giving honour nor 
Chriſtian behaviour to- 
wards all perſons; for the 
envy, hatred, malice, and 
yncharitableneſs, and in» 


jury 


es Me Mes 6. ie. 


— 
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s jury done unto my neigh- 
! bours: for the hilthineſfs 
{ anduncleanneſs of my life, 


in thoughts, words, ge- 
ſtures, and actions. 
VIIELE 

I beg Mercy for the in- 
juſtice and oppreſſion I 
have uſed; for murmurin 
againſt that condition of 
lite wherein thou halt pla- 
ced me; for my lying, 
ſlandering, and evil-ſpea- 
king 3 for every idle word, 
the linful thoughts of my 
Heart, the whole body of 
ſin, and the dominion it 
hath OVer me. 

IX 

I beg Mercy for the ſins 
I have drawn others into, 
and the conſent I have 
given 
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oiven to others, the {can- 
dal I have given thy Go- 
ſpel by my ſinful life and 
converſation 3 for all my 
fins, of what nature, kinde, 
or degree {oever they are : 
I beg it in the bloud.of my 
Redeemer, and in the me- 
rits of his Croſs. And as 
I beg Mercy for my ins, ſo 
I beg the grace of thy ho- 
ly Spirit to eſtabliſh me in 
thy Salvation. 


Petitions for Graces. 


l. 

Beg truth and ſincerity 

in that inward and 
{piritus] Worſhip which is 
due unto thee, and for 
more knowledge of thew 
and 


TT em _ 
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and thy bleſſed will; for 
* ſaving Faith to as great a 
d # degree as Mortality is ca- 
y | pable of; for ſancifhed 
By afteions, ſuch as may be 
: lifred up on things above, 
Y and a Will contormable 
- to thy bleſſed Will in all 
O things, 
S I. 
I beg the Love of thee. 
| with my whole heart, that 
Fear of thee which is the 
beginning of Wiſdom, a 
godly Sorrow that works 
? epentance unto Salva- 
tion, and thoſe Comforts 
that flow from the blefled 
Spirit in the promiſes of 
Mercy, through Chriſt Je- 
ſus; for a holy Zeal to thy 
8 Law.andan Indignation a- 
gainſt all fins. vor 
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III. 

I beg a Heart of fleſh 
that may be ſenſible of thy 
Judgments againſt ſinners, 
and of thy Mercies in 
Chriſt Jeſus 3 an awaken- 
ing out of the dead fleep 
of fin, that I may anſwer 
every Call of thy bleſſed 
Spirit, and every divine 
motion of Grace; for a 
ſancifed uſe of thy bleſled 
and holy Ordinances, and 
* a Sanity in all the ations 
of my lite. 

I V. 

I beg a ſancified uſe of 
thy great and glorious 
Name, never to {wear by 
it but when it's a mark of 
divine Worſhip 3 and then 
to do it in- Judgment, 
Righ- 
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III Sans Truth 1 
and to endue me with Hu- 
mility, Seit-denial, Sobrie- 
ty, Charity, Juſtice, a Faith 
and a lively Hope groun- 
ded in thee, 

Y, 

I beg the Grace to do 
thy Will as it is done by 
thy Saints and Angels in 
Heaven, with alacrity and 
conſtancy. I beg all the 
Graces of thy holy Spirit, 
which thou in thy divine 
Wiſdom knowett in the 
ſalvation of my ſoul; and 
I beg them in the bloud of 
my Redeemer, and merits 
of his Croſs, 

Merciful Father, I be- 
ſcech thee, that theſe ſins 
( which I have with great 
weaks 
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weaknels confeſſed and re- 
vented of ) may not riſe 
up in judgement againſt 
me, nor ſtand as a bar be- 
twixt meand thy Mercies, 
in the comfortable rccei- 
ving of thy precious Body 
and Bloud ; but mercifully 
grant, that with the holy 
fignes thereof, I may re- 
ceive the pardon of my 
ſins, and the graces of thy 
holy Spirit to do thy will 
hereafter. Amen. 


Meditations on the holy 
Sacrament. 
I. 

Ome unto me, all ye 
that are weary and 
heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt: Take my 
yoak 


— 


$7 
voak upon you, and learn 
of me. for I am meck and 
lowly in hcart, and ye ſhall 
hind relt unto your Souls : 
for my yoak is catie, and 
my burden is light. 
I 1. 

Docs my Saviour invite 
me, and ſhall I go? Shall 
a finner dare to fit down 
at his Table ? Does he in- 
vite, and ſhall I not go? 
Shall a wretch preſume to 
rctuſe his Call ? Riſe then, 
my Soul, and take thy 
{witrclt wings, and flie to 
the preſence of this great 
Myltery. 

I1T1, 

A Feaſt of holy Bread 
and holy Wine, in repre- 
{cntation of thy moſt Sa- 
cred 


the boly Sacrament. 
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cred Body and Bloud, 
where thy All - glorious 
Self is freely given to the 
meaneſt Gueſt z a Feaſt 
of Peace and Love, and 
incomparable Sweetnels, 
to which thine own bleſt 
Mouth thus kindely calls 
us ; 
Il'V. 

Come to me, you that 
labour for holinefs, and are 
opprelſt under the weight 
of your fins ; you that hun- 
ger after Heaven,and thirſt 
to drink of the Fountain 
of bliſs, come to me, and 1 
will refreſh you with the 
wine of gladncfs and the 


bread of Lite, 
V. 
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V. 


Come , you that are 
weak , that you may be 
ltrongz and you that are 
ſtrong , leſt you become 
weak : come, you that have 
leiſure, and here entertain 
your timez come, you 
that are buſie, and here 
learn to ſan&tihe your Im- 
ployment 3 come all, and 
gather freely of this celeſti- 
al Manna, and fill your 
ſouls with the tood of An- 
9Cls. 

VI. 

But ſtay, am I dreſt like 
a friend of the Bride- 
grooms, that I ſately may 
come to this Marriage- 
{upper ? have I conſidered 
how chalt theſe cyes ſhould 
be, 
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be, which go to behold the 
God of purity? have 1 
conſidered how clean that 
mouth (ſhould be, which 
preſumes to eat the bread 
of Heaven but moſt, how 
All - celeſtial that Soul 
ſhould be, which aſpires to 
an union with the Body of 
Chritt ? 
VII. 

Look, my Heart , look 
well into thy fel, and 
ſtrictly {earch every corner 
of thy breaſt : Alas, how 
poor, and dull, and empty 
are we; how infinitely 
unworthy ſo divine a Sa- 
crament! yet are we called 
by him that can command, 
by him that ſees and pi- 
ties our miſeries 3 he bids 

us 


—F ws A 5 


| 


' 


| 


” 


the 
bj 
hat 
ch 
ad 


WW 
ul 
0 


of 


Go then, my fouls ip 
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us come, he ſurely will re- 
ccive us, and with his: 
bountcous fulncls ſupply 
our defccts. 

VIE. 


that ſacred Table, it 
take thy part of that deli 
cious Banquet go all--in- 
flam'd with love, and joy, 
and hope, and quench thy 
holy thirſt with _that 
Spring of Bliſs. When 
thou halt taſted his -everla- 
ſiing {weetnels, and feeleſt 
his heavenly Streams flow 
gently on thee, open thy 
happy breaſt, | and ſuck 
thoſe waters in, and let 
them freely run over all 
thy Powers. 


E Let 
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IX. 

Let them ſoak deep to 
the root of thy heart, and 
turn thy barrcn heath in- 
to a fruittul land, fruit- 
ful in holy thoughts and 
pious words, fruitful in 
good, and jult, and chari- 
table deeds; fruittul to 
thy felf, in thine own im- 
provement, fruitful to o- | 
thers in thy good exam- ' 
pics. Praiſe theyLord. O 
my Soul, and all that is 
within me praiſe his holy 
Name , who faveth thy 
life from deſtruction, and : 
feedeth thee with the © 
bread of Heaven, 


Eja- 
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"Y Ejaculations at the Lords 
| IN- Table. 
Ute 


IF Will praiſe thee, O 
nd f OJ God: with my whole 


In , 

os. heart, and worſhip to» 
*g wards thy holy Teme 
= ple. 

of 2, I have waitcd long to 
ME ſeck the Lord : my Soul 
7 doth wait, for in his 
ic Wowggdo I truſt. 

X 3- With the Lord there 
/ is Mercy and plcnteous 
Redemption, and he 


-L will redeem me from all 
iniquitics, : 

. 4. God is gentle, juſt, and 
merciful, and will in- 
cline his car when I call 
upon him. 

E 2 5, 1 
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5g. I will now pay my vows 
unto the Lord, even in 
the preſence of all his 
People. 

6, I will go unto the Altar 
of my God,and offer up 
to him the Sacrifice of 
an humble heart, 

7. So thall I be ſatisfied 
with the loving kind- 
neſs of the Lord, and his 
praiſe (hall be ever in 
my mouth. 


e—T.7- Sh 


Prayers before recciving, 
the holy Sacrament, 


Oo nicks God, who 


art infinite in Mer- 
cy, and art able to pardon 
more ſins than I can com- 
mit; 3 
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mit 3 the ſtretcht out arms 
of my dear Saviour on , the 


| Croſs , can encompaſs the 


largeſt extention of my 
ſins, and bis paſſion affords 
an ever-flowing Red ſea to 
cover them, that they may 
not become my confuſion, 


II 

Springs of Mercy flowed 
from his Sacred bead, 
when be was Crown'd 
with Thorns : becauſe T 
advaned my head, and 
(with a ſtiff neck )) oppord 
thy will , 'be bowed bis 
bleeding head on the 
Croſs : Rivers of Mercy 
flowed from his hands, #0 


cleanſe the oppreſſion of 


mine, 


Ce ee nn OOOO_ 
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IIL 
From his feet faſtned 


and nnmoved, iſſues a cur- 


rent of blood, becauſe ' 


wine have been ſo ſwift 
to ſhed it; 
Should want abundant ſup- 
Plies of Mercy, the Flood- 
gates ſtand open at his 
fede, that ſo whilſt Mercy 
and Myſtery, Sacrament 
and Soul-ſatisfaGtion flow 
out gall together, my. lepra= 
fie may want no purgation , 
aor T in my languiſhing want 


I'V. 

O then let his blood be 
wy bath, purge me with 
Hyſop, and I ſhall be clean, 
waſh me. and I ſhall be 
whiter than ſnow 5 and 
#0 


ſeeport. 


and leſt I 


* - a IF oz: : — 
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to capacitate me for theſe 
} mercies, let deepeſt ſorrow 
* wound my Soul. Ob let 
7 it grieve my ſpirit that 
I have lived ſo long to the 
grief of thine ! and let me 
grieve ſo long, that I can 
grieve n0 more. 


Make my ſoul to aſcend 
in an bumble ſupplication , 
and let my Saviours intere 
ceſſion, procure thine ace 
ceptation of it > and give 
me ſuch a faith, as may 
take poſſeſſion of all I 
pray for : and leſt my own 
truſt ſhould deceive me , 
When I have ſaid Amen to 
my prayers, do thou ſay 
Amen to my Amen, 
that ſo an eftabliſhment 

E 4 of 
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98 


of bleſſings may be the crown 
of my Soul ; which I beg 
through the merits and medi- 


ation of Feſis Chriſt thy 


Prayers bcfore 


onely Son, and my Saviour. | 


and Redeemer. Amen. 


I. 

O eternal God, thou 
haſt promiſed that at what 
time ſoever a ſinner doth re» 
pent him of bis fins from the 
bottom of his heart , thou 
wilt put away all his int- 
= out of tby remem- 

ance, beſprinkle my pot- 
Inted but penitent foul, inthe. 
bloud of thy dear Sou Jeſus 
Chriſt : O let the bloud of. 
his wounds and the water of 
bis fide waſh me clean, that 
I may with a pure clean fe oul, 
came 


or ae RT ACE 


—— 


ADD—_ - - 


wm 
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come to eat and feaſt on the 
heavenly Banquet, the pct» 
leſs lamb which was ſlain 
from the beginning of the 


* World. 


—— OA — 


II. 

Extinguiſh, O Lord, all 
the fires of Hell, my Lt, 
Pride, Envy, Malice, and 
all uncharitableneſs : create 
in me, O God, a great 
longing after the bread of 
Heaven, and a thirſt after 
the Fountain of Salvation 
that as the hart panteth af 
ter the water-brooks, ſo let 
my Soul long now after thee, 
my Savieur and Redeemers 
Amen. 


E 8 Me- 


_— — — ———— 
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Meditations at the Lords ? 
Table , ſeeing the Table | 
fread, and the Elements | 


ſet thereon. 


Ji O my God, haſt } 
prepared a Table for | 


mez whoſoever eateth © 


thereof, ſhall never hun- | 
ger, or drinketn, ſhall ne- 
ver thirlt. 

Lord, grant that I may 
fo eat the flelh of thy deax 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
drink his blood, that my 
tnful body may be made 
dean by his body, and my 
faut waſhed through his 
molt precious blood 3 and 
that I may evermore dwcll 
us him, and hg in mc. 


Wien 


F I 
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IPhen thou heareſt the Mi- 
niſter ſay, Draw near 
with Faith, and take 
this boly Sacrament , 
then lift up thy hewe 
to God, and ſay, 


O Lord, I am not wor- 
thy, by reaſon of mf ma- 
nifeld fins, to approach 
before thee 3 but ſccing it 
hath pleaſed thee in mercy 
to call me, behold, in hu- 
mility and obedience I 
come, 


IF hen we hear the Mini- 
fter read the words of 
Chriffs Inſtitution,and 
ſee him order the Bread 

and thegWine, ſay, 

Q 
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O Almighty God, who 
out of thy ercat love to 
us, didit {end thine onely 
begotten Son into the 
Woild to redeem fIinners, 
of whom 1am chict, grant 
that I may receive him 
with a thanktul and tincere 
hcart. 


IFven we ſee the Bread 
broken, and: the Tine 
poured” out. 


1. 1 bclieve; Lord, help 
my aunbclict, 

2. My Saviour was broken 
tor my tins upon the 
Crols, and ſuffered an 
accuried death. 

3. By his Merits I wholly 

traſh 
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truſt I ſhall eſcape the 
curſe of that dcath 
which is due for my 
{1115, 


4, O wretched creature 


-, > 


that I am, that I by my 
fins ſhould thus wound 
the Worlds Redeemer | 


I hen the Miniſter is re- 
cerving in both kinds 
himſelf. 


O Lord, I am not wor- 
thy that thou ſhouldeſi 
come under my roo ; but 
{ceing it is thy good plea- 
ſure to vouchſale me this 
favour, cleanſe me, I be- 
ſeech thee, from all my 
fins, that I may entertain 


thee in a pure and ſancti- 
hed 


1894 FEjaculations 


fied heart unto my lives | 
end. 


Ejaculations before the f 
Bread. | 


i Bron give me ever- 


more of that bread, 
that my Soul may be nou- 
riſht to eternal lite. 

2, My Saviour with all 
the beneſits of his bitter 
Death and Paſſion, doth 
now come to ſandifie and 
comfort my ſinful Soul 3 
in ful] aflurance whereof, 
I am to receive theſe 
Signes and Seals at the | 
hand of his Miniſter, 


before the Bread. 105 


ſay after the Miniſter, 


| The Body of our Lord 
* Jeſus Chriſt which was gi- 
r- | ven for me, preſerve my 
d, | bodyand foul unto ever- 
1- laſting life. I take and eat 
this in remembrance that 
II Chrift died for me, and 
r will feed on him in m 
1 heart,by Faith andThankt+ 
1 

5 


| At the receiving the Bread, 


g1VINg, 

Let thy crucified body 
. deliver me from this body 
| of fin and death. 


After the Bread, 


O bleſſed Jeſus, I do 
heartily believe that thau 
wa 


my A A 
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walſt crucihed upon the 
Crofs, and that for me, as 
well as for any other: 
And as I now have recei- 
ved this Bread broken , 
whereby my body ſhall be 
nouriſhed; ſo 1 believe that 
I allo have received in a 
{piritual manner thy bo- 
dy crucified, with all the 
benetits thereof , the full 
pardon of all my fins and 
tranſgrettions, and the 
ſtrengthning and retreſh- 
ing ot my {ntul Soul. A- 
men. 


Ejaculations before the Cup. 


$. Lord, thou too- 
| kelt into thy hand 
the cup of trembling, 
| thou 


| 


before the Cup. 107: 


thou drankeſt out the very 
dregs thereof, and thy pres. 
cious Blood was poured 
out like water for my ſake, 

2, Sweet Jeſus, ſuſtain 


| me by this Bread, rcfreſhi 


me with this Wine, reco- 
ver me with this Potion , 
cleanſe me by this Eftuſionz 
that I may now at this pre-» 
ſent receive joytully,return 
thankfully, live righteouſ- 
ly, and dye happily. | 

3- And Lord grant that 
I may receive At this thy 
holy Table with that re- 
verence here, that I may 
be a partaker of thy Hea- 
venly Table hercafter, 


108 


Ejaculations 


At the receiving of the Cup, 
ſay after the Miniſter, 


The blood of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, which was 
ſhed for me, preſerve my 
body and Soul unto ever- 
laſting life: I drink this in 
remembrance that Chriſts 
blood was ſhed for me, and 
am thankful, O let it 
purge my Conſcience from 
dead works, to ſerve the 
Living God. 


Ejaculations after the Cup. 


1.F Have ſworn, and am 


ſtedfaſtly purpoſed to 
keep thy righteous judg- 

ments, 
2, To 


- mew 4 


df 4A. 


| 


after the Cup. 109 


2. To thee therefore, O 
thou bleſſed Fountain of 
eternal ſweetneſs, do I ad- 


! dreſs my joyful Soul, to 
| love and honour thee to 
| my lives end. 


3- Lord Jeſus accept of 
me, and ſo powerfully and 
graciouſly afliſt me, that 
I may favingly behold 
thee in thy holy Ordinan- 
CES. 

4. That I may clearly 
ſee, and joytully confets 
what great things thou 
haſt done for my poor 
Soul. 

5. Q let this my humi- 
liation before thee, be 2 
pleaſing ſacrifice unto thee, 
for his alone ſake, whole 
precious life thy rich mer- 


cy 


110: A Thankggiving after 


cy hath ſacrificed to thy | 
juſtice for me. _ ' 
* 6. Lord hear me; and | 


have mercy on me, for his | 


alone ſake whom thou haſt 
freely given unto me; that 
I may truely and faithfully 
love thee, devoutly ſerve 
thee, earneſtly embrace 


thee, and cternally enjoy 
thee, . 


A Thankggiving after the 
receiving of the Sacra- 
ment. 

Jour I. 

Thou fountain' of 
goodneſs, I do trug- 
ly believe, that thy blood 
was ſhed out of thy body, 
as verily as I have recet- 


ved the wine apart from 
the 


the Sacrament. 111 


the Bread and that for 
the remiſſion of my Sins , 
as well as any others. 

I 1, 

And I do. alſo belicve , 
that with thjs Bread and 
Wine, [ have received thy 
precious Body and Blood., 
whereby my Soul 1s part 
hed , and my Sins fully 
waſhed away ;and that aCc- 
cording to. thy promile, 1 
ſhall never hunger ' nor 
thirſt any more, becauſe 
with this. Bread and Wine 
I have reccived thy Fleſh, 
which is Meat indeed, and 
thy Blood, which is Drink 
indeed 5 with which [ 
humbly pray thce to che- 
r./h and ,nourith my poor 
Coul, and to encreafe in 
me 


12 4 thankegiving after 


me a hearty loye and af. 


"On tO theſe my fellow. 
members, who have at this 


Ume partici Pated with me, 


y 

like 

but char ha- 

S Whole with 
may continue 


nothing may 
feparate us fro 
" Which | hum 


thee to Brant, for thy Mer- 
Cy lake. Amen, 


IV. 


the Sacrament. 113 


I'V. 

E Bleſs and Praiſe thy 
holy Name, © Lord, for 
that thou in mercy vouch- 
ſafe(t to accept me.at this 
thy Table, amongſt the 
reſt of thy ele& and choſen 
people, and that thou haſt 
ſo gracioufly fed my lan- 
guithing Soul with the 
moſt precious Body and 
Blood of Chrilt. 

V. 

I confels, O Iord, 
I am not worthy of the 
leaſt of all thy favours 
but ſeeing it is thy will 
and good plcaſure to have 
mercy upon me, gtve me 
grace, I moſt humbly be- 
leech thee, to walk war- 
thy of this thy Mercy in 


ho- 


Ii4 A Thankggiving after | 
holineſs and newneſs of 
lite : to the Glory of thy 
holy Name, and the falva- 


tion of my poor finful 
Soul, 


5 ae 
And, O Lord, I beſecch 
thee; hold the ſame tem- 
-per over m6, that ſo living, 
herea while in thy fear, 6c 
.departing henc2 in thy 
faith, I may be received 


into thy tavour and that, 
Lord, for thy Name fake, 
tor thy Glories ſake, and 
for thy Mercy ſake, in 
Chriſt Jeſus, my only M-- 
diator and Advocate. wl 0 
dyed upon the Cr.s for 
my fins, and roſe again for 
my juſtification. Amen. 
Then 


the Sacrament, 115 


fter 


\ 


3 of ; 
thy Then joyn with the Congre= 
Iva- gation in Prayer and 


fol Thankggiving , praiſing 
God for his goodneff, and 
ſo depart lovingly togetber 


-ch with chearful bearts, con- 
__ cluding with this bleſſing, 
"_=_ ſaying it after the Mint- 
& ſer, 
1y | 
d The peace of God 
f, which paſſeth all under- 
> ſtanding, .kccp cur hearts 
d and minds in the knowe 
n ledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jeſus Chriſt ous 


: Lord; and the bleſſing of 
: Gecd Almighty,the Father 
the Son, and the Hole 

Ghoſt, be amongſt us I 
remain with us always. A- 
men F Go- 


OO —— 


I16 Sentences 
Going home, 


As thou art going home, and 
ſeeft any object of charity, 
tven call to mind ſome of 
eſe Sentences, 


O do good, and to 

diltribute,forget not: 
for with ſuch Sacriftices 
God 1s well pleaſcd, Heb. 
13.10, 


Whoſo hath this 
Worlds good, and ſeeth 
his brother have need, and 
{hutteth up his compaſſion 


from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him ? 


Fohn 3.17, 
Give 


for Charity. 117 
Give Alms of thy 


| Goods, and never turn 
| thy face from any poor 


man. and then the face of 
the Lord ſhall not be turn- 
cd away from thee, Fob 4. 


{ * 


Blefled is the man that 
provideth for the fick and 


> needy, the Lord ſhall deli- 
* ver him in the time of 
* trouble, Pſal. 41. 1. 


He that hath pitty upon 


» the Poor, kndeth unto the 


Lord and that which he 


. hath given, will he pay 
” him again, Pro. 28, 19. 


F-2 


Me- 


O— 
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Meditations to be uſed at | 


any time. 


I. 

How ſecure and 
| ſweetly do thcy 
ſleep, who go to bed with Þ 
a quiet conſcience, who | 
after a day of faithful in- 
duliry, in a courſe of juſt 
and pious living, 


I 1, \ 
Lay down their wcaricd 
heads in peace, and ſafely 
reſt in the bofome of pro- 
| | vidence! if they awake , 
© | their conſcience comforts 
& | them in the dark, and bids 
| them not fear the ſhadow 
of death. | 


dnl. } 


Meditations. i119 


I TI. 
{ No, nor even death it 
ſelf ; but contidently look 
up and long for the dawn 
of that eternal day. This 
{ to our ſouls ſhould be our 
care, to note, cenfurc, and 
corre our [clves : 


I'V. 

To ſtrive for maſiery 
over the paſhons that mo- 
lelt us, and diſmiſs from 
} our thoughts what no way 
# concerns us. 


_- 9 V 
t5 , 
al. | Are not our own OCCa- 


ſions butineſs enough to 
hll as much time as this 
like deſerves? Does not 
F 3 the 


120 Meditations. 


the other at lea(t deſerve 
every minute of leiſure 
we can ſpare from this ? 


VI | 
Let then the worldly * 
purſue their wicked liber- 
tics, and ſay and do as © 
they think ft 3 what's that ' 
to thee, my ſoul, who ſhalt 
not an{wer for others, un- 
Icts thou forme way make 
their faults thy own? 


VII. 
Thy pity may grieve, 
and thy charity cndcavour, 
but if they will not hear, 
follow thou thy God, tol- 
low the way that leads to 
truth > follow the truth 
that leads to lifc. 
vin 


Meditations. I21 


V III. 

Follow the ſteps of thy 
beloved Jeſus, who alone 
is the way, the truth, and 
the lite : follow his Holi- 
neſs in what he did  fol- 
low his Patience in what 
he ſuffered, 


+ G 

Follow him that calls 
thee with a thouſand pro- 
miſes 3 follow him that 
crowns thee with intmite 
rewards 3 toflow thy faith- 
tul Lord, O my {oul, tothe 
end, and thou'rt ſurc in the 
end to poſſeſs him for c- 


VCT, 


Me- 


O%. FLAT - _—_— 
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Meditations upon Death. | 


GHall we by murmuring, 
{ti}, Our lite 1s but a 
ſpan, and that expoſed to 
innumerable ſorrows ? 
Does not 'the very ſhort- 
neſs abate its miſeries? Do 
not thoſe many miſerics 
commend its ſhortneſs? 


II. 

Should not we rather re- 
joyce at the light of death, 
that, whenere it comes. ſtill 
brings us advantage? if in 
our age, 'tis a Haven of 
Repoſe, and ought to be 
welcome after fo long a 

Voyage. 

I1T, 


_”_ 


þ 


& 


on Death. 


IIE. 

If in our youth, it pre- 
vents a thouſand Calami- 
ties, a thouſand dangers of 
ruining our Souls ; it by 
an ordinary ficknels, *tis 
the courſe of Nature it 
by an outward Violence, 
*tis always the will of Hea- 
Ven. 


I'V. 

What need we fear how 
many deaths therc arc? we 
arc {ure there can be but 
one for us: Dying is af 
a&t to be done but once 
and once well done,we are 
happy tor evcr, 


F-.$ \'# 
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Y. 

Lord, we confcls thy 
decrees are juſt, and ous 
{elves the cauſe of all our 
miſeries z we ſacrifice ours 
yonth to {port and folly, 
and our manly years to 


Juli and pridc. 


V I. 

We ſpend our old age 
im Cratt and Avarice, and 
begin not to live till we 
are ready to die then we 
bewail the (hortncſs of 
our time, when our (clves 
have prodigally thrown it 
21l away. 


VI, 


on Death), 125 


VII. 

We lead a loofe and 
negligent life, and then 
complain death takes us 
unawares. Qur dayes are 
perhaps too few to grow 
rich, or (atishe the ambitt- 
on of a haughty Spirit. 


VIII. 

But to be raught the 
love of God, the meck and 
humble lite of Jetus, re- 
quires not ſo much the 
number ot years, as the 
faithful endeavours of a 
plous mind, 


126 Meditations 
I X. 

Could we beſtow, on 
the improvement of our 
{ouls, the time we (ob vain- 
ly tritle away, our day 
would be ſhort enough not 
to ſeem tedious, and long 
enough to finiſh our ap- 
pointed tasK. 


X. 

And what, O Lord, is 
our buſineſs here, but to 
trim our Lamps, and wait 
thy coming ? but to ſow 
the immortal ſeed of hope, 
and expect hereafter to 
zeapthe increaſe ? 


y 4 


ON 
ur 
” 
y 
Ot 
S 


)- 
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þ | 8 
No matter how late the 
fruit be' gathered, it till it 


| g0 0n in growing better 3 
no matter how ſoon it fall 


from the tree, it not blown 
down before it be ripe. 


XII. 

O thou moſt juſt, but 
tecret providence,who go- 
vernelt all things by the 
counſel of thy will, whoſe 
powerful hand can wound 
and heal, lead down to the 
grave, and bring back a- 
gain, | 


X 11h, 


RC — 
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X1T11. 

Strike as thou -pleaſeſi 
our health, our lives, we 
cannot be {ater than at thy 
diſpoſal z onely theſe few 
requeſts we humbly make, 
which, O may thy clemen- 
cy vouchlate to kear. 


XIV. 

Cut us not off in the 
midit of ourfolly, nor (ut- 
ter us to expire- with our | 
fins unpardoned; but make | 
us, Lord, firſt ready for thy | 
{elf, then take us to thy 
{clf, in thine own fit tine. 


; 


on Death. I29 


A Prayer at the hour of 
Death. 


N the .mid|t of life, we 
are in death; of whom 
may we ſeek for Succour, 
but of thee, O Lord, rwho 


| for our Sins art juſtly diſ- 


pleaſed ? yet O Lord moſt 
holy, O God moſt mighty, 
O boly and merciful Savi- 
our, remember the work 


of thy hands, and the pur- 


chaſe of thy Blaod > gave 


not up this thy departing 
Creature unto the bitter 
pains of Eternal death : Lord 
remember now thy great 
Mercy, and thy bloody ſuf- 
ferings, death and paſſion > 
tet thy bowels melt in ten- 


der 


130 Meditations 
der Compaſſion towards this 
Perſon in this great Extremi- 
ty : Shut wp Hell, and open 
Heaven, that he may behold 
tboſe things which be long 
unto bis Peace. O Lord de- 
ſtroy not . O Lord forſake 
not, O Lord moſt holy, O God 
moſt mighty, O holy and mer- 
ciful $ aviour.thou moſt wor= 
thy Fudge Eternal. ſuffer not 
this Perſon at his laft hour 
for any pains of death to fall 
from thee, But we beſeech 
thee Condud him through the 
Valley of the ſhadow of 
Death, unto the land of E- 
verlaſting life.through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord. 


Our Father, &c. 
A 


<_—_. 
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— ___ 


A Hymn 
I, 
, Is not for us and our 
proud hearts, | 
O mighty Lord, to chuſe our 
arts, 
But att well what thou 
givſt 
"Tis not in our weak pow'r 
to make 


One ſtep 0'th* way we under« 
take, 


Unleſi thou us reliev'ſt, 


Il. 
What thou haſt given, thou 
canſt take, 
And when thou wilt, new 
gifts canſt make 5 
| All 


132 A Hymn. 
All flows from thee a- 


lone s 

I} hen thou didſt give it, it 
was thine ; 

IWhen thou retook,t it, *tw.1s 
0t mine 5 


Thy will in all be done. 


$3 

It might perhaps too pleaſant 
prove, 

Too much attraiive of my 
love 3 

So make me leſs love 
thee, 

Some things there are, thy 
Scriptures ſay, 

And Reaſon proves, that 
Heaven and they 

Do ſeldom well agree. 


IV. 


A Hymn. 133 


LY. 

Lord, let me then fit calmly 
dorwn, 

And reſt contented with my 
OWN » 

That is, what thou al- 
low'(t. 

Keep than my mind ſerene 
and free, 

Often to think on Heav'n 
and thee, 

And what thor there be- 
ſtow't, 


. 
There let me have my portion. 
Lord, 

There all my loſſes be re- 
ſtor'd 3 
No matter 

here. 


what falls 


I't 
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Irt not enough that we ſhall 
ſing, 

And love for ever our bleſt 
King, 

Il hoſe goodneſs brought us 
there ? 


3 
Great Goa. as thou art one, 
may we 
With one another all a- 
gree, 


And in thy praiſe con- 
ſpire : 
May Men and Angels joyn 
and ſing 
Eternal Hymns to thee their 
Ring, 
And make up all one 


HIVES 
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A Hymn. 


L 

T7 God, to thee 0.7) 

ſelves we ow, 
And to thy bounty all we 

have 1 
Behold, to thee our praiſes 
"ke 

And humbly thy accep- 


tance craves 


IT. 
If we are bappy in @ 


Friend, 


That wery Friend 'tis thaw 


be, tow? it 5 - 
His power, bis will to help 
our end, 


Is juſt ſo ouch as thou 
ellow\t. II; 


7 we wy is TE EIT T5 ok. 
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A Hymn. 


136 


L0 Bo 
If we enjoy a free Eſtate, 
Our onely Title is from 
thee 1 
Thou mad't our lot to bear 
that rate, 
Which elſe an empty blank, 
would be. 


I V. 

If we have healththat well- 
tun'd ground, 

Which gives the muſick to 
the reft, 

It is by thee our Air us 
ſound, 

Our Food ſecurd, our 


Phyſick bleſt. 


A Hymn. 137 


V. 
If we have hope one day to 
view 
The glories of thy bliſsful 
face, 
| Each drop of that refteſhing 
ew 
Mujt fall from Heav'n 
and thy free grace, 


i 

Thus then to thee owr Praiſes 
bow. 

And humbly thy acceptance 
crave, 

Since *tis to thee our ſelves 
we ow, 

And to thy bounty all we 


| bave. 


VII. 
| 


13L A Hymn. 


VII. : 
Glory to thee, great God, a- 
lone, | 
Three perſons in one Dei- 
ty 5 
ie has been in ages 
gone, 


My now , and ſtill for 


ever be, 


Pavech ana 


ES 
” 
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as aray Behold 
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THE 
FREFACE 


He Firſt Payt found 

ſo good Reception, that 
1 preſent you with a Second. 
The Gift is Meditation, by 
which you may learn that 
Heavenly Language by heart 
which 1s here laid down by 
Precepts. 

Let us not injurzouſly de- 
prive our Souls of the due 
intereſt of Grace and Ver- 
tue , but accout this vain 
World, with the Wares there- 
of ſuitable to the Shop of Idle 
Merchandize unto which we 


have already been too long 
A 3 Cuſto- 


The Pretace. 
Cuſtomers; the Trafjich be 


no T oil), the Wealth, Trail: 
the Gam, Miſcry ; and the 
whole Contents therrof,, De- 
triments in Grace, Piety, ard 
Vertue. 

If this receives the like 
acceptation as the former, 1 
then think_ my time not ill be- 
ſtowed. So leaving you to 
the Proteflion of the Al- 
mighty, un whoſe preſence 1s 
fulneſs of Foy , and at his | 
right hand Pleaſures for A 


EVEr MOT Es 


1 
" 
"1 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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41. Meditation 1. 
is | Of Repentance and Amend- 
or ( ment of Life. 
I, 
E are now ſo 
much nearer our 


a Grave ; and all 
the World is grown older 
by a Year, the Portion of 
the Wicked is ſo much 

A 2 leſs 3 


2 Of Amenament of Life. 


leſs; and their time of 
Puniſhment ſo much ap- 
proach't. The Sufferings 
of the Patient are ſo much 
diminiſhr, and their hopes 
of Delivery fo much in- 
crealt. 
Il. 

They who have ſpent 
this day in Sia and Folly, 
ſee all their thoughts now 
vaniſh like a Dream. They 
ſee all*s paſt but a fear of 
revenge zand the beſt that 
can follow is a bitter Re- 
pentance, but ſuch as have 
wiſely beſtowedtheir time, 
and made anotaer new 
ſtep towards Heaven ; 
they ſee their Joys come 
to meet them 1n rhe way z 
and ſtill grow bigger as 

they 


Of Amenament of Life. 3 


they come : Till by a Ho- 
ly Death they joyn in one, 
and dwell together for E- 
rernal Ages, 

LIL. 

O thou Bleſſed Avthor 
of all our hopes, and per- 
fe&t Satisfier of all our 
Wiſhes! Do thou inſtrutt 
us in this great, wiſe truth; 
and let every Evening re- 
new it on our Minds: 
That the things of this 
world are of little import; 
ſince its Joys and Griets 
laſt but for a time : bur 
the furure Eſtate molt 1nfi- 
nitely concerns us, where 
Life and Death endure for 
EeVEr. 

IV. 

We are nearer indeed 

Ax5 the 


4 Of Amendment of Life. 


the end of our Life ; but 
whar are we nearer the 
end for which we Live? 
What have we done, my 
Soul, to day, that's truely 
Advancive to our laſt | 
great home ? Have we en- 
creaſt our Eſteem of Hea- * 
ven; and ſettled it's love | 
more ſtrongly in our 
Hearts ? Have we avoid- 
ed any knownTemptation, 
or faithfully reſiſted, when 
Wwe could not avoid, have 
we laterrupted our cuſto. 
mary Faults; and check't 
th2 Vices we are molt in- 
clin”d to? Or have we 
embrac'd the Opportuni- 
ties of good, which the 
Mercy of Providence has 
0::r2d to our handz? bave 

we 
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we induſtriouſly Contri- 


ved Occaſijons,to improve 
as.vp are able our ſelves 


and others ? 
V. 

Alas, dread Lord, what 
do we ſee when ſeriouſly 
we look into our guilty 
Selves: When we reflect on 
our former Years ; naye- 
ven the Follies but of this 
one day ? ſo many Hours 
miſpent 1n nothing, ſo ma- 
ny abuſed in worſe than 
nothing. 

vI. 

Pardon, O meek Re- 
deemer, what our Paſli- 
ons have done ; and favou- 
rably ſupply what our 
weakneſs has omitted, 
make us hereafter more 
Care- 


_— 
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careinily Watch, that our 
time unproficably ſlide not 
awa” , tmake us lelect eve- 
ry day ſome fit retrear, to 
Study the knowledge of 
our ſelves and thee; our 
ſelves, to Correct our ma- 
ny Infirmities; and thee, 


18 to adore thy inhnite Per- 


fections- 
Toe Prayer. 


Gracious Lord , 


neceſſary Rules of Soul- 
Saving Love, and whole 
Commands are bur Effica- 
cious Adviſes of what our 
nature. requires to grow 
happy, quicken we beſeech 
thee, the Slackneſs of our 
Obe- 


whoſe Laws are but © 
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Obedience to them, by of- 
ten reflzCting on this thy 
generous gcodneſs: And 
grant that the ready Oh 
lervance paid by all other 
Creatures,to thy leaſt will 
in ſerving us, may ſo re- 
proach our Perverſe Reſt- 
ſting the guidance of thy 
{weet Spirit, towards our 
own only good, - which 
thou kindly calleſt thy Ser- 
vice; that we may feel 
our Selves Confounded 
with Shame at our noto- 
r1ovus Follies, and be hence. 
forth apter to learn by all 
the World about us, our 
Duty to thee, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, thy 
Son and our Saviour. 


Amen. 
Medi- 


Meditation 2, 


Of the Glories of Hea- 
Ven. 


[. 

ET them, O Lord, 
leek other Delights, 

who expcct no Felicity 
from thee.Let them fill up 
their time with other Im- 
ployments, who think thy 
rewards not worth their 
Labour, as for thy Ser- | 
vants, our chick content 
L be, to meditate the 
Ties prepared for us a- 
boye, all the few Years 
we live ſhall ſpend them- 
ſelyes to purchaſe that one 
Ecernal Day. fa 


dtd 
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[ I. 
That day whoſe bright- 
neſs knows no night; nor 
ever fears the leaſtEclipſe, 
whoſe chearful brow no 
Cloud o're-caſts; nor 
Storm moleſts the pallage 
of it's Rays, but ſtill 
ſhines on Serene and Clear; 
and fills with Splendour 
that ſpacious Palace, it 
needs not the Fading Lu- 
ſtre of our Sun, - nor the 
borrow?d Silver of the 
Moon, the Sun that Riſes 
there is the Lamb; and 
the Light that Shines the 
Glory of God. 
111. 

O how Beauteous Truths 
are Sung of thee, thou Ci- 
ty of the King of Hea- 
yen! 
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i! Thy Walts are raiſed 
of Pr *c:t0us Stones; and 
every Gote is of one rich 
P-ar}, thy Manſions are 
Bnilr of choicelt Jewe's ; 
and the Pavement of thy 
Srreers are Tranſparent 
Gold, down in the midit 
rans a Chriſta! River, per- 
perually owing from tte 
Throne of God, there all 
along thoſe plea'tant 
Banks, deliciovſly grows 
the Tree of Lite, Sealing 
all Wounds with it's Bal- 
my Leaves; and making 
Immortal all that bur traſt 
It's Fruits. 

['V. 

Thus is the Holy City 
Builr.; thus 1s the new Fe- 
ruſalem adorn'd, O Far- 
Lunate 


p, 
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tunate and Glorious Ct- 
ty! How free and happy 
are thy glad Inhabitants: 
Every Head wears a Royal 
Crown , andevery Hand 
a Palm of Viftory. Every 
Eye overflows with Joy ; 
and every Tongue with 
Pſalms of Praiſe. Behold, 
O my Soul, the Inheritance 
we ſeek; and where can 
we find more Riches to'in- 
viteus. Behold the Feli- 
Cities to which we are cal. 
led; and where can we 
meet ſuch Pleaſures to en- 
tertain us ? 
V. 

Away then all Vain and 
Worldly Deſires ; be Ba- 
niſht ever from moleſting 


my Peace. Deſcend thon 
Blefled 


——— 
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Bleſſed Heaven into my 
Heart, or rather take up 
my Heart to thee, thy Joys 
are {o great to enter into 
me, O make make me fit 
to enter into them, make 
me ſtil] think on my Coun- 
try above; and there Eſta- 
bliſh my Eternal home, 
where I ſhall dwell perpe- 
tually 1a che view of my 
God, and be filled for ever 
with the Sweetneſs of his 
Preſence. For if theſe Im- 
perfect Shadows ſo ſweet- 
ly pleaſe, how will the real 
Subſtance Tranſport our 
Hearts. 


T he 
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The Prayer. 


God who Gracioul- 

ly woo'fſt us to our 
Erernal Inheritance,by de- 
{cribing it's inexpreſlible 
Glories all manner of 
ways which are apt to 
work upon our low Con- 
ceits, that they may fitly 
inſinuate themſelves, and 
become by Degrees abſo- 
lute Maſter of our Hearts! 
Bring them we beſeech 
thee, ſtill Seaſonably into 
our Memories, and ſo 
ſtrongly ſettle them in our 
Aﬀections, that our Souls 
being wholly Raviſhc with 
thoſe great Hopes, all 
Temptations and ve 
© 
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of this World may fly un. 
concernedly by us,and ne- 
ver be able to to diſtract 
onr intire, and ſteddy, and 
daily ſtrengthning deſires, 
of entring once for ever 
into poſſeſſion of thy 
Kingdom, through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our one- 
ly Saviour and Redeemer. 
Amen. 


——_— — — 


MEDITATION III. | 


Of God's Providence, 


I. 

Y God, in every 

thing 1 ſee thy hand; 

In every paſlage thy gra- 
Cious Providence. I nou 
wilely 
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wiſely governeſt us in all 
our ways, and preventeſt 
with thy Mercies all our 
wants, Thou calleſt us 
uPÞ in the early Morning, 
and giveſt us Light by the 
Beams of the Sun, to la. 
labour every one in their 
proper Employment, and 
{:]] the little Place appoin- 
ted them in the World, 
II. 

Thou provideſt a reſt 
for our weary Evening, 
and favoureſt our Sleep 
with a ſhady Darkneſs, to 
refreſh our Bodies in the 
peace of Night, and ſave 
the waſte of our decaying 
Spirits. Again, thou a- 
wakeſt our drowhe Eyes, 
and bidſt us return to our 
daily 
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daily Task. Thus has thy 
Witdom mixt our Life, 
and beauteouſly interwo- 
yen it of Reſt and Work. 
whoſe mutual Changes 
fweeten cach other; and 
both prepare us for our 
greateſt Duty of finiſhing 
here the Work of our Sai. 
vation, to reſt hereafre; 
in thy Holy place. 
It. 

Lord, how thy buunt; 
gives Us all things elfe, 
with a large and open 
hand ! Our Fields at once 
are covered with Corn, 
and our Trees'bow under 
the weight of their Fruit. 
At once thou filleſt our 
Magazins with Plenty, and 
ſendeſt us whole Showrs 
of 
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of other Bleſſings. Onely 
our Time thou diſtilI'ſt by 
Drops, and never giv?lt 
us two Moments at once, 
but tak'ſt away one, when 
thou lendeſt another; to 
teach us the price of ſo 
richa Jewel. 
IV. 

That we may learn to 
value every Hour, and 
not childiſhly ſpend them 
on empty Trifles; much 
leſs maliciouſly murther 
whole Days, in purſuing 
a courſe of Sin and Shame: 
Lord, as thou haſt thus 
tanght our Ignorance, fo 
let thy Grace enable our 
Weakneſs, wiſely to ma- 
nage the Time thou giv'ſt 
ns, and ſtill preſs on to 
new 
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new Degrees of Improve- 

ment; that with our few, 

but well-ſpent Years, we 

may purchale to our 

ſelves a bleſſed Eternity, 
V. 

O thou in whoſe indul- 
gent Hands are both our 
Time and . our Eternity ! 
whoſe Providence gives 
every, minute of our 
Life, and governs the fa- 
tal period of our Death ! 
O make us every Evening 
ſtill provide to paſs with 
comfort that important 
Hour: Make us ſtill ba- 
lance our Accounts for 
Heaven, and ftrive to en- 
creaſe our Treaſures with 
Holineſs, that if- we riſe 
no more to our Acquain- 

; cance 
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tance here, we may joy- 
fully waken among thy 
Bleſled Angels, there to 
unite our Hymns with 
theirs, and ſing Hallelsjahs 
for eyer more. 


A Prayer. 


God, whoſe gracious 
Providence Fouch- 
ſafes to put us frequently 
in mind of our own and 
the Worlds laſt End, by 
burying every Day in the 
ſilent Grave of Night ! 
Swceten, we humbly be- 
ſeech thee, and render {a- 
miliar to our expeCtation 
thoſe terrible periods of 
Time, by our conſtant due 
uſe of this, to even our 
B Ac* 


* VIour Teſus Cbriſt. Amcna. 


20 Of God's Providence. 


Actounts with thee, and 
fit our ſelves forSleep with 
a devout - compoſure of 
our Souls to their Eternal 
Reſt: And grant that our 
yielding 1o often, and fo 
eaſily, at the ſummons of 
our drowhe Humours, to 
ſuſpend for tome Hours 
all erations of © the 
whoſe Man, may teach 
onr Souls to reflect them- 
ſelves into a more reaſo- 
nable willingneſs of fer- 
ving thee ; that when thou 
Jaiſt our Bodies in the Bed 
of Duſt, we may expect a 
joyful Reſurrection of our 
Souls to Fternal Life, 
through our Lord and $a- 


M E- 
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MEDITATION 1V. 


Of bearins Afﬀiittion: 


] 


My Soul, fit down 

in pcace, and reſt 
ſecure under the Almigh- 
tys Protection - Let us not 
diſturb the Order of thoſe 
Mercies which our God 
has deſign'd us in his eter- 
nal Counſels. Every AC- 
cident may be turned into 
Vertue; and every Ver- 
tue 1s a ſtep to our glort- 
ous End. 1: our Affairs 
iuccced, lect vs praiſc our 
Great Benefactor , and 
think what he'tl give us 
hereafter, who {o fayours 

© 2 
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us here. If they miſcarry, 
let us yield to the Will of 


Heaven, and learn by our 
Croſles in this World to 
betake us to the other. 
Whatever happens, let 
this be our conſtant Rule, 
to provide for the future 
Life, and be contented 
with the preſent. 
[l. 


Shall we not patiently l 


accept a little evil, from 


him that has given us ſo 


much good ? Shall the be- * 
ing without ſome one * 


thing we need not, more 


ſenſibly affect us, than the 


having all we need ? In- 
grateful we/The common 
Benefits we all enjoy de- 


9 


ſerve the Thankſgiving of 
2 
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a whole Life. The Air 
we breathe in,and the Sun 
that ſhines on us; the 
Water,and the Earth, that 
ſo faithfully ſerve us; the 
exerciſe of our Senſes, and 
the uſe of our Wits, if 
not in excellence, atleaſt 
to ſome degree : All theſe, 
O Lord, thou generally 
giveſt to the good and to 
the bad; and for the leaſt 
of theſe none can praiſe 
thee enough. 
I. 

What ſhall we ſay to 
thoſe high ſupernatural 
Bleſſings z the Son of God 
toredeem us, and Heaven 
to reward us ? W hat ſhall 
we ſay ? Can we yet colt 
Plain, becauſe ſome few 
B ; PeT- 
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perhaps are more proſpe- 
rous than we ? Shonld we 
not rather look down on 
the many below us, and be 
thankful to ſee our ſelves 
more favoured than they ? 
Should we not reckon o're 
the Miſeries of Mankind, 
and blefs' our God, that 
hath ſo preſerved us ? Had 
we ſome deſperate Canker 
breeding on our Face, or 
noiſom Leproſfie ſpreading 
over our Skin, (theſe we 
muſt all confeſs are inci- 
dent to our Nature, and 
more than theſe due to 
our Sins), 
[V. 

W hat would we give to 
be as now we are ? how 
gladly change for a mode- 
rate 
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rate Affliction ? *Tis but 
interpreting our worſt 
Condition well, to find 
Motives enough for our 
Gratitude to God : '*Tis 
but interpreting - our beſt 
Condition frowardly,and 
tind Defects enough to 
think our ſelves milerable. 
Did we adore,aswe ought, 
the Wiſdom of our God, 
we ſhould eaſily truſt .him 
to rule his own World. 
Could we underſtand the 
. ſecret Character of. his 
| » Decrees, we ſhould read 
\ = ineachSyllable a perfech 
harmony. Teach, O thou 
bleſt Enlightner of our 
minds,teachus toexpound 
thy Acttionsin a fair ſenſe. 


B 4 - V. Sub 
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V. 


Suffer us not to follow 
our privateSpirit, leſt we 
create to our ſelyes a yo- 
Juntary Miſery. Still let 
us conſtrue the Affictions 
thou ſendſt us, as means 
to correct, and not to de- 
ſtroy us ; to prevent ſome 
Sin, or practice ſome Ver- 
tve; and when we need 
our Croſſes no longer, 
thou wilt take them away. 
Mean while, O gracious 
Lord, make vs wait thy 
time, and not impatiently 

reſcribe Limits to thee, 
ake us rejoyce that our 
Lots are in thy hands - but 
O let thy Mercy chuſe fa- 
vourably for us. Diſpoſe 
as 
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as thou pleaſeſt our Con- 
dition here; only our 


Portion hereafter,let it be 
with thy Bleſled. 


The P rAayer. 


God, the Eternal 

Source and Neceſ- 
ſity of Being, on whoſe 
free overflowing that of 
thy whole Creation every 
moment depends : Sti ike, 
we beleech thee,our hearts 
with a continual dread 
and reverence of thy ab= 
ſolute Dominion, which 
ſhouldſt thou but never fo 
little ſuſpend thy Bounty, 
we ſhould inſtantly vaniſh 
all intonothing. And grant 
that,as we know thou pre- 
Bg fervit 
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ſerv'ſt this World, to | 
grow daily riper for the | | 
other, to which thou haſt | 
ordain'd it, we may by 
Grace ſohusband our time 
here, as in the next Life 

to polleſs thy Eternity, 
through our Lord Fefus | 
Chrift. Amen. F 


MEDITATION V. 
Againſt Pride. 


l. 


_ no more proudly, 
vain Duſt ; nor pro- 
voke any longer the Li- 
ving God. Seal up thy 
Lips in humble ſilence, 
and tremblingly remem- 
ber 


<>. Ya 7. 
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ber his dreadful judg- 
ments. Remember how 
the Earth opened it 1cIf, 
and ſwallowed up alive 10 
many thouſands. Remem- 
ber how the Clouds rain'd 
Fire and Brimſtone, and 
buried whole Cities in 
their own Aſhes. Remem- 
ber how the general De- 
Inge o'reſpread thewor!d, 
and ſwept away almoſt all 
Mankind. Remember and 
aSk the Cauſe of all this 
Ruine, and tell it alond to 
the bold Offender. 
[l, 

Tell him, 'twas Sin, and 
ſuch as his,that drew upon 
them ſuch ſwiftDeſtructt- 
on. Sin threw the Angels 


down from Heaven, and 
chain'd 
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chain'd them upinEternal | 
Darkneſs; ſin baniſh®d A- 
dam out of Paradiſe, and 
turn'd that DeliciousGar- 
ded intoa Field of Weeds. 
O God, how terrible is 
thy Mighty Arm, when 
thou ſtretcheſt it forth to 
be avenged on thine Enc- 
mes ! O Sin, how fatal is 
thy deſperate Malice, that 
pulls on our Heads all the 
Thunder of Heaven ! 
III. 

O my Soul, how dull 
and ſenſeleſs are we, to 
ſleep ſecure, as if all were 
fafe! Can we repeat theſe 
amazing Truths, and not 
tremble at the Wrath of 
the Divine Juſtice ? Can- 
we conſider the __ 
C 
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ble end of Sinners, and 
ſtillgoon in the ways of 
Sin? Even while we fing 
thy Praiſes, O Glorious 
Lord ! Our very Duty 
ſhould fear before thee. 
What ſhould Corrupted 
Nature then do, when it 
ſees it ſelf ready 1 to offend 
thee ? What ſhould a guil- 
ty Conſcience do, when it 
ſees it ſelf ruin*d by offen- 
ding thee ? 
IV. 

Strike thou our Hearts, 
O thou infinite Majeſty, 
with an awful Reverence 
of thy great Name. Cor- 
ret our manyLevities into 
a Pious Sadneſs; and break 
our Proud Hearts intoan 
Hymble Contrition. Still 
may 
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may ourConlciences Cry a- 
loud within us, Dare you 
commit this Evil, and lin 
againit your God ? Dare 
you comnut this Evil, and 
undo your felves, and 
plunge your own Souls in 
Everlaſting Torments ? 
Forbid fo raſh a Madneſs, 
Gracions Lord, and make 
thy Judgments on others 
Mercies to us. For who is 
like tree, O Lord, terrible 
in thy Judgments! And 
who 1s like thee, amiable 
inthy Mercles ! 


Againſt Priae. 


The Prayer, 


© four" who by Hopes 


and Fcars, the main 
Swayers gl our Nature 
here, halt graCioully pro- 
vided to counterpoile our 
weight downwards, and 
ſuſtain our faint Progreſs 
up to thee in thy King- 
dom! Grant we humbly 
beſeech thee, that the ma- 
ny Examples of thy dread- 
ful judgments on ObRtt- 
nate and Incorrigible Sin- 
ners may ſtrongly overawe 
our Pride, with other Vi- 
ces and Impenitence, and 
thy many more Eminent 
Inſtances of Indulgence 
and Mercy to the Penitent 
and 
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and truly deſirous of Ver- 
tue, may encourage our 
Weakneſs, and make us 
eftettually endeavour to 
gain it:And this I humbly 
beſeech thee, for Jeſus 
Chriſt his ſake. Amen. 


Gr_ 


MEDITATION. VI. 
Againſt Sloth. 


I. 


Etire, O my Soul, in- 
to thine ownBoſom, 
and ſearch what thou aim- 
eſt at in all : where doeſt 
thouplace thy chief Felici- 
ty? And whither tends 
thy ſtrongeſt Deſires ? Go 
to the Great and _— 
© 
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of the World, and learn 
of them to chuſe thy Inte- 
reſts. Do they not there in- 
creaſe their Eſtates, where 
they mean to ſpend moſt 


of their Life ? Do they 


there project their Manſi. 
on-Seat, in a Country 
through which they paſs as 
Travellers ? No more, my 
Soul, ſhould we Build our 
beſt Hopes on the ſandy 
Foundation of this periſh- 
able Earth, 
l 1. 

Where, ſure we are,we 
cannot ſtay long, and are 
not ſure we ſhall ſtay a lit- 
tle. O thou Eternal being, 
who changeſt not, yet art 
the cauſeandend of all our 


Changes: Who ſtill re- 
main'ſt 
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main'{t the ſame rich Ful- 
neſs 1n thy ſelf, and the 
{ame bright Glory to all 
thy bleed, Teach us O Lord 
to uſe this tranſitory Life 
as Pilgrims returning to 
their beloved home; that 
we may take what our 
Journey requires, and not 
think of ſetling in a For- 
reign Country, but wiſely 
forecaſt aur Treaſures ſo, 
tobe happy where we muſt 
always be, without any 
trouble or moleſtation. 
vÞ 

When thou haſt found 
thy happy end, and found 
It the only good that lalts 
tor ever, ſtudy, O my 
Soul, to know ſtill more z 
and ſtill more value thoſe 
Im- 
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[mmortal Joys. Strive for 
ſo Glorious a Prize with 
thy whole Force, and the 
urmolſt Strainings of all 
thy Faculties. Purchaſe at 
any rate that Bleſt Inheri- 
tance,and wiſely neglect e- 
ven all things elſe, all that 
divert thee from thy Holy 
Courſe, or but retard the 
Speed of thy Advance. 
For though the leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heayen be 
happy enough,where eve- 
ry Veſlel is filled to the 
Brim, 
IV. 

Yet to inlarge our Ca- 
paity to the leaſt higher 
Degree deſerves the buſt- 
eſt Diligence of our whole 
Life. Shall the Induſtri- 
ous 
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ous Bee endure no reſt, 
but fly, and ſing, and 1a- 
boyr all the Day ? Shall 
the unwearied Ant be run- 
ning up and down,to fetch 
and carry a few Grains of 
Corn ? And we, for whom 
all Nature fo fairhfully 
works and tires it {elf in 
a perpetual motion, for 
whom the tender Provi- 
denceofGodcommandshis 
Angels to Watch over us, 
for whom the Holy Jeſus 
came down from Heaven, 
and ſpent a whole Life in 
continual Labour ; 


Shall we ſleep on in a 
drowlſie Sloth, and not ſtir 
aftinger to help our ſelves? 
Awake,my Soul,and chide 
thy 


let 
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thy [lnggiſh Thoughts,and 
let theic ſtupid folly plain- 
ly know, we have a ſtore 
to provide, as well as 
Aats, and infinitely Rich- 
cr than their poor Hoard, 
We have a work to do as 
well as Bees, and far more 
{weeter than all their Ho- 
ney. What canſo nobly 
enrich anlmmortalSoul,as 
ſtill to be gathering aStock 
for Eternity ? W hat can 
ſo highly delight one that 
every Day improves, as 
daily to ſee the encreaſe 
of his Hopes ? 

VI. 

OBlefled hope !Be thou 
my chief Delight, and the 
only Treaſure I covet to 
lay up ; be thou the quick- 

ning 
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ning Life of all my ACti- 
ons, and ſweet allay of all 
my Sufterings; ſo ſhall 1 
ne*re refuſe the meaneſt 
Labour, while I look to 
receive ſuch glorious Wa- 
Fes. So ſhall 1 ne*re repine 
at any Temporal Loſs, 
while I hope to gain ſuch 
Eternal Rewaids. Lord, 
while we breathe,make us 
live to thee, and when we 
expire,depart in thyPeace: 
That, whether we live or 
Die, we may be always 
thine, and to live with 
thee in Life Everlaſting 
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The Prayer. 


God, whole Eternal 
Providence has 1m- 

barkt our Souls in theShip 
of our Bodies, not toex- 
pect any part or Ancho- 
rage On the Sea of this 
World, but Steer directly 
through it to thy Glorious 
Kingdom! Grant, we be- 
ſeech thee, that, daily 
reflecting with what care 
& diligence the wretched 
Adventurers for all forts 
ot Vanity purſue round a- 
bout us their deſperate 
Courſes, we may feel our 
ſelves confounded with 
juit Reproach, who know- 
Ing our Engagement on ſo 
Impor- 


- ———2 > AW RO. 


42 Apainſt Slth. 


Important a Voyage, yet 
take ſolittle pains to per- 
* form it. Preſerve us, O 
Lord,fromSloth,and from 
the dangers that -on all 
ſides aſlault us, and keep 
our Aﬀections ſtill fitly 
diſpoſed to receive thy 
Holy Inſpirations, that 
carried ſweetly & ſtrong- 
ly forward by thy Holy 
Spirit, we may happily ar- 
rive at laſt in the Haven 
of Eternal Salvation, ' 
through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


FT 
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MEDITATION VII 


On the V anities of the Wor Id. 


IF, 
Ell me,you eager Lo- 
vers of the World , 
what 'fis you aim at in all 
your Protences: von wea- 
ry your Bodies wii reit- 
leſs Labour, and: afflict 
your minds with perpetual 
care, Day and: Night you 
are {till perplext, ſtill bu- 
ſily plotting to compaſs 
your own ends. Tell me 
what are thoſe ends you fo 
long have ſought ; and I 
will tell you what you ſoon 
will find. While they are 
many, they--but diſtract 
C Your 
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your Thoughts, and often 
engage IN a Quarrel a- 
mong themſelves. One 
end, and one alone is the | 
way to Peace; and on | 
that one, muſt all thereſt | 
depend. 
II. 

"Tis true, and by that 
Rule v-» evide our Lives; 
what e*'re we undertake is 
only to be happy. 'Tisto 
be happy that we ſtrive to 
be great, and enrich our 
{elves by defrauding 0- 
rhers. tis to be happy that 
we run after Pleaſures, 
and covet in every thing 
our own proud will. But 
ve, alas! miſtake our hap- 
vineſs, and fooliſhly ſeek 
where tis not to be found; 

as 
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| as ſilly Children think-to 
! catch the Sun , when they 
* ſee it ſetting at ſo near a 
« diſtance, they travel on, 
{ and tire themſelves in. 
# vain; for the thing they 
2 ſeek is in another World. 
ITT. 
* Juſt ſo we judge, and 
{ juſt ſo are deceived, when 
we think to meet withHea- 
ven upon Earth. This 
\World, alas ! has now no 
Paracliſe ; but all its fruits 
are v-ceds and thorns, all 
dang erouſly mixt with oC- 
caſta;ns of Sin; all ſprin- 
kled over with the bitter- 
nels of Sorrow. Whar 
did 'we ever paſſionately 
love, but ſtill in che end 
it m; 1de us repent ? Nay, 
C 2 the 
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the beſt end was heartily 
to repent, and learn by 
our falling to tread more 
ſure. 
I V. | 
Pity us, O Lord, who 
live below in the Dark , 
ſtill wiſhing for reſt ,* but 
finding none, (ſcatter thoſe 
Miſts of Paſſion that blind 
our Eyes;and ſhine upon us 
with thy beauteous light ; 
Convince us throughly, 
there is a better World 
than this, a happier peo- 
ple than. thoſe we knew - 
Let us every day begin -our 
Tourney thither, and fit 
our ſelves for that BleiTed 
place. 


If thus our nature t(:nd 
to 


of the World, &C. 47 


to happineſs, there's ſur 
ſome happineſs to conc 
our nature ; ſure the all. 
wiſe Creator has provided 
means to ſatishe' the Ap. 
petites which himfelf has 
made. Doubt not, my Soul, 
the Bounty of thy Lord, 
but turn all thy fear on 
thine own unworthinels - 
look upand ſee a rich deli- 
Ctious Land , that flows 
with ſweeter Streams 
than Milk and Hony; look 
up and ſee a Glorious Ci- 
ty , incomparably braver 
than the Courts of Kings: 
behold the bleſſed Angels 
ſhining on their Thrones, 

andall the Heavenly Saigts 

Triumphing . with their 
Hymns ; behold the Glory 

C 3 where- 


IE - own bleſt light, full and 
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- wherewith their Lord has E 


Crown'd them in the fo- 
lema day of their Eſpou- 
ſals with himſelf. 

VI. 

Look up yet higher O, 
my Soul, and ſeethe Sacred 
Humanity of thy dear Re- 
deemer, that bleſſed Jeſus 
who dyed for us on the 
Croſs, and now invites us 
\ fo partake his Crown , ſee, 
and rejoyce in thoſe Eter- 
nal Honours which Hea- 
ven and Earth pay to theic 
King. Look up once more, 
and infinitely farther, and 
humbly admire the un- 
ſpeakable myſtery,ſee and 
adore the Soveraiga Dei- 
ty, ellentially full of its 


OVCT- 
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has F overflowing into all his 
Creatures, which ſhine as 
ou. little Beams derived from 


him. 
O, VII. 
ed | When thou haſt ſeen 
e- | all this, my Soni, and 
In | ſtaid and dwelt a while a- 
ie ©} mong thoſe Woiders, 
is © turn down thine eye to- 
wards the Earth again, 


-» 
- | and ſee the yetry things 
th1t entertain onc Minds: 
> | Whatisa nameof honor, 
© ora momentary jlealure, 
| | compared to the Blils oc 
an Eternal Paradiſe? wiat 
isa Bag of Money, or a 
fair Eſtate, if counterba- 
lanc'd with the Treatur?s 
of Heaven ? How narrow 
C 4 there 
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there do our greateſt | 


Kingdoms ſeem! How 
ſmall a circle is the whole 
Globe of the Earth! Ci. 
ties and Towns ſhew like 


Iitrle hills; and tie bnſie } 


World, but like a ſwarm of | 


Ants, running up. and 

down,and joſtling.one a- 

notier ; and all this ſtir 

for a icy Grains of Corn. 
V] I I. 

O Heaver ! let me again 
lift vp-my Eyes -:o thee, 
and take a fuller view of 
that- Glorious Profpett : 
there let me ſand and fix 
my ſteddy fight, tilll haye 
look'd my {:If into this 
firm judgment,all the moſt 
Pr-'perons. .Fortune Can 
here ok or even the 
| largeſt 


an SS ">. « 
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largeſt fancy poſlibly 'i- 
magine, all is an idle 
Dreamto thoſe real Joys, 
an abſolute Nothing to 
that ſolid Felicity. The juſt 
ſhall be as Lillies planted 
in Paradiſe, and flouriſh 
for ever in the preſence of 
God. If we perform with 
them the part of Faithful 
Servants, we ſhall ſurely, 
with them, have the por- 
tion of Children. 


The Prayer. 


O Almighty God, re- 


move far from me 
Vanity and Lies, and what 
ever elſe is prejudicial to 
me; grant that I may love 
thy Law, and delight my 
C5 ſelf 
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ſelf therein all the day 
long : For | have ſinned a- 
gainſt thee, and dealt ve- 
Ty wickedly, and have ad- | 
ded to the number of my 

Fore-fathers numberleſs 

Tranſgrefſions;and inſtead 

of bringing forth the fruits 

of Righteouſneſs and Ho- 

lineſs, I have turned all 

thy Bleſſings, Graces,and | 
Mercies into Wantonneſs. |: 
So that I have provoked | 
thine anger from the firſt | 
time | came into this | 
World,to this very hour; | 
but, OLord,1I beſeech thee, | 
preſerve me from Sin for 
the time to come, for | 
without thyGrace preven- 
ting me, I cannot but ſin: 
viſit me therefore, OLord, 
with 


Sas 
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with thy Salvation, thar | 
may live undefiled in rhe 
way of thy Command- 
ments, and fee the felicity 
of thy choſen,and rejoyce 
and give thanks with thi 
lahericance. To this end 
ſend thy Holy Spirit in:o 
my Heart, to teach me ro 
deny all ungodiineſs and 
worldly laſts, and to 
live ſoberly, righteon'ly, 
and godly in this pr-tent 
evil Warld, and to have 
always in remembrance 
the great account which | 
am to give at the laſt day, 
before the Tribunal of the 
Almighty. Lord, ft m: 
for the hour of Deat!, 
that 1 need not fear the d3 y 


of Judgment, Amen. 
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MEDITATION VIII. . 
ay | [ 

Of the Almghties Pro. 1 

i te(t0n. 1 

( 

{ 


V Hoſo dwelleth 
under the de, 
fence ' of the moſt, . high 
ſhall abide under the ſha- 
dow of the —_— 
Pſ.X cv. l. 
[. 


' Not unto us, O Lord, 
not. unto us; bur unto 
thine own bleſt name give 
all tte Glory : When we 
have apply'd our utmoſt 
Cares, and uſed all the 
diligence that lies in our |} 
power : What can we do 

Boas up to thee; and 


ſe- 


| [ 
| | 
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ſecond vur endeavours 
with Prayers for thy blet- 
ſings? When we kave 
implored . thy gracious 
mercy , and offer'd thee 
our deareſt Sacrifice to 
obtain it, what can we 
do but ſubmit our hopes, 
and expect the event irom 
thy free goodneis ? 
[1. 

We know, and thou 
thy ſelf haſt raught vs; 
unleſs thou defcndeſt the 
City, tne Guard watches 
but in vain: We know, 
and our cxperience tells 
us, unleſs thou reach 
forth thy hand, we are 
preſently in danger of 
linking. Every moment 
of our day ſubſiſts .by 
thee ; 
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thee , and every ſtep we 
take moves hy thy 
{trengch. Even the Line 
we now repeat, mult beg 
its breath of rthce, and 
itopit thou dunicit it. If 
thou denieſt, who can 
compel thy Will, or call in 
queſtion thy Decrces ? 
Are we not all thy Crea- 
tures, O gracious God, 
and as helpleſs Children, 
hanging at the breit ot thy 
Providences ? Are we not 
all as clay in thy hands, 
to frame us into Veſlzis of 
what uſe thou pleaſclt ? 
v8 
Behold, we confeſs, 
Lord, ;inthee we —* > in 
thee we move and have 
our being all our ſuffici- 
ency 
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ency proceeds from theez 
and our Succeſs depends 
on thy Favour. Others 
May tell us the way we 
ſhould go; but thou alone 
canſt enable us to walk. 
Others may inſtruft in 
the paths of Vertne ;, bur 
even they muſt firſt be 
taught by thee: They 
muſt be moved by thee 
to aCt that Charity; an1 
ſoall art laſt is reſolved 
into thee. 
IV. 

Should we preſume, O 
Lord,to divide thy Grace, 
and proudly challenge any 
ſhare to our ſelves, thy 
mighty truth ſtands up a- 
gainſt us, and our own 
lafirmitics plainly confute 

Us. 


I | 
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us. Shouldſt thou ſevere- 
ly exartiine our hearts, 
and ask who works all 
their actions in them, 
ſure we mult needs bow 
Gown our hcads,and from 
our low duſt humbly fay , 
Nothing are we, O Lord, 
but what thou haſt made 
vs; nothing have we, but 
vhat thou haſt given us: 
Only our ſins are. entirely 
our own; which, O may 
t liy Grace extinguiſh for 
£VCT- 
V. 

O may all ſelt-preſump- 
tion die in us, and our 
whole confidence live on- 
lyin thee: May even our 
frailties make us more 
firong; and our being 
NO- 
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nothing, teach ns to be 
humble - ſo ſhall thy pow- 
er, OGod, be magnih- 
«din our weakneſs, and 
thy mercy triumph in the 
relief of our miſeries. 
We receive all we have of 
thee, and why ſhould we 
boaſt as if we had' it of 
our ſelves ? Thou art my 
Saviour, whom then ſhall 
I fear? Thou art my Pro- 
tector and Defender, of 
whom then ſhall 1 be a- 
fraid. ? 
VI. 

Thus we depend, and 
happy ae we in this de- 
pendence, did we but 
know our own true inte- 
reſt - We and our whole 
concerns are depoſited 
with 
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with God; and where 
canwe find a better hand 
to enſure them ? Is he not 
wiſe enough to chuſe ſafe- 
ly for us, who diſpoſes 
all Nature in ſuch admira- 
ble order? Has he not 
power to go through with 
his purpoſe, who com- 
mands the wills of Men 
and Angels ? Wants he 
perhaps an inclination to 
favour us, who deſires 
our felicity more than 
our own hearts? He feeds 
the fowls of the Air, and 
c'gaths the Lillies of the 
Fields. Withour his Pro- 
vidence not a Sparrow 
falls ro the ground. And 
{hall we miſtruſt his Care 
for his Children? Under 
his 
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his Government we have 
liv'd all this while, and 
of | can we now ſuſpect he'll 
fe- | forſake us ? 

= VII. 

_ He has ſhewed his boun- 
'- | tyin extraordinary Gra- 
h ces,and will he deny us his 
" leſler bleſſings? He has free- 
a ly beſtowed on us his dear- 
. eſt Son; how ſhall he not 
with him give us all 
things elſe? All that are 
truly uſeful to carry us 
on our way, and bring 
as at length co his Erernal 
reſt ? If our aeceſlities be 
the effets of our folly, 
we muſt not preſume hel! 
maintain us in our fins. 
Rather we ſhould ſtrive to 


moderate our Appetites, 
and 
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and Corrett the Vices that 
have bred theſe Vileries. 
Burt if our wants be inno- 
cent and prefling, he?il 
{ſooner do a Miracle than 
break his Word, - His 
Word, which he ſo of- 
ten has ſolemnly enga- 
ged, ſo often proved by a 
thouſand experiments . 
VIII. 

Ask but the former A- 
ges, and they will tell you 
the wonders he wrought 
in favour of his Servants. 
He multiplied the Oil in 
the poor Widows Crule, 
and fed his Prophet by 
the (ſervice of a Raven: 
He dried the Sea into a 
path for his people, and 
melted the Rocks to re- 
freſh 
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freſh their thirſt: He 
made his Angels Stewards 
of their proviſion, and 
nouriſht them inthe Wil- 
derneſs with the bread of 
Heaven. Stil], O my God, 
thy Erernal Charity re- 
tains the ſame affections 
for them that relie on 
thee ; ſtill thy all-ſeeing 
Wiſdom governs the 
World wit the fame 
immenſe unalterable good- 
neſs. Nay, ſurely now 
the ſtreams of thy mercy 
nun more ſtrong, and 
have wronght to them- 
ſelyes a larger Channel, 
ſince thon bruaght'ſt 
down the Waters fiom a- 
bove theHeavens, and .9- 
pened in thine own Body 
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a Spring of Life, a Spring 
of Joy and Bliſs, to revive 
our hearts, and over- 
flow them with a torrent 
of everlaſting pleaſure. 


The Prayer. 


Eternal God, we 
are not able of our 
ſelves to do any thing, 
without thy Almighty 


help. Let thy Providence 


watch over us, and guide 
us in all our ways, to thy 
Glory and our Spiritual 
benefit, and grant that 
we may not pl:ce our 
Joys 
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Joys and hopes upon the 
things of this Life, which 
periſh and cannot fſatishe, 
but in thee, the fountain of 
all true felicities. Let 
thy mercy guide us in thy 
paths of Righteouſneſs, 
and give us the fear of thy 
Name, and knit our 
Hearts unto thee, that nel- 
ther Life nor Death, Prin- 
cipalities nor Powers, may 
eyer be able to ſeparate 


| vs from thee. And O thou 


who art full of Compaſſion 
and Mercy, long-ſuftering, 
and plenteousin gocdneſs 
and truth, be thou always 
our Protector and Defen- 
der, to keep us from all e- 
vil both Ghoſtly and Bo- 
dily 3 make us ſo run the 
ways 
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ways of thy Command. 
ments, that by per. 
forming that Bleſſed Race, 
we may arrive to thar 
Heavenly Kingdom prepa- 
red for all them that love 
and. fear thee , through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
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MEDITATION IX. 


Love not the World, 


Ove not the World, 

neither the things that 
are in the World; IF an 
man loves the World, the 
love of the Father is not in 
him, 1 John 2. 15. 


Why do we fill pur- 
ſue this World, and fo 
eagerly ſcek its fond En- 
joyments? A World of 
vanity and falſe deceits, 
a World of miſery and 
{ad diſaſters, whoſe crof- 
{es are ſolid, and com- 
forts empty, whoſe ſor- 
rows are permanent, and 
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delights paſs quickly a- 
way, a World where the 
Innocent are condemn'd 
with ſhame, and the guil- 
ty freed with great Ap- 
plauſe: where often the 
wicked are advanc'd to 
Honour. and the vertuous 
are oppreſt by diſgrace 3 
where Friends fall off,and 


kindred torget , and &- 


Very One mindshis priv ate 
Intereſt. 


II. 

Yet are we taken with 
this crooked World, and 
blindly court its painted 
face; we make ſome ug- 
ly paſſion Mittzcſs of our 
Heart, and neglkct . the 
pure ard aimable love of 
Jeſus, whole goodnels to 

us 
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us gives us all we have 3 
whoſe pertcQions in him- 
(clt 'are more than we can 
conceive: Thou artwO 
Glorious Jelusg. the Beau- 
ty of Angels; and the E- 
verlaſting » Joy ot the 
Court -of. Heaven thou 
art the Hcav'n of Heav'n 
it ſelf, and in thy Sight 
alone is the fulncſs of 


Bliſs. All this thou art, 
and infinitely more, and 
yet alas, how tcw eftzem 
thee ! 


| Nv. 

The Worl: we dearly 
know too often has de- 
ceiv'd us, and our raſh- 
neſs cares not to be un- 
donc again. Thou never, 
OQ Jeſus, haſt fail'd. our 
F D 2 hope, 
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hope, and our dulneſs 
fears to relie on thee 
the World diſtrats and 
embroils our Spirits, and 
wretched we delight in 
our Miſery: Thou always, 
O Jeſu, filleſt our hearts 
with Peace, and fenfele(s 
we, are wearic of thy 
happineſs: The World 
calls, and we faint in fol- 
lowing it : Thou call tt, 
and we are ftill rcliev'd 
by thee; yet is our Na- 
ture fo ingratefully per- 
verſe, we run after that 
which tircs, and aban- 
don that which | refreſhes. 
Sometimes our Lips ſpeak 
gloriouſly of thee, O thou 
living Fountain of Eter- 
nal Bliſs : Some happy 

[11:;cs 
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times we reliſh thy {weet- 
neſs, and decry . aloud 
the Poyſon of the Warld; 
but we are ſoon inticed 
by its guilded Cup, and 
ealily forſake the waters 
of Lite. 
IV. 


O Bleſſed Jeſu, who 
took*lt upon thee all our 
frailties, to beſtow on us 


thine own PerfcCtions , 
teach us to prize the joys 
of Heaven, and part with 
all thipgs to purchaſe 
thee : make all the plea- - 
ſures of this Life ſeem 
bitter to our taſte, as they 
are indeed pernicious to 
our health ; let not their 
flatterics any more dejude 
us, nor ſuperfluous cares 


D 3 per- 
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perplex our minds 3 but 
may our chict delight be 
to think on thee, and all 
our Study to grow in thy 
Love and let us uſe this 
World, as if we uſed 
it not : For the Faſhion 
of this World paſſcth a- 
way 3 we arc apt by a 
fond fclt-love to blame 
every thing but our ſelves, 
while nothing can hurt 
us but our miſplaced At- 
fcQions. 
V. 


4 

Al this is true 3 and 
yet the World is lov'd, 
and our Nature inclines 
to affe& its Vanities 3 "tis 
lov'd, and fo it juſtly de- 
ſerves, did we under- 


ſtand its real value : Our 
Lite 
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Life indeed ſeems mcan 
and trivial, and all things 
about us troubleſome and 
dangerous ; yet, O my 
God, is their conſequence 
excellent in this, that 
they are our only way of 
coming to thee? This 
World, and this alone's 
the womb that breeds us, 
and brings us forth to 
fee thy light: This is a- 
lone the proper Machine, 
wherein thy hand has ſet 
our lives to learn the arc 
of managing it right, and 
wind up our {clves to thy 
Glorious Heaven. 
VI. 

O that we had that 
happy Skill! how ſoon 
would every thing help 
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forward to advance us ? 
Whether we eat ordrink, 
or whatever cl{e an inno- 
cent han can undertake, 
if we rcgard our faithful 
end, and order all to the 
Improvement of our 
minds, they inſtantly 
change their ſecular name, 
GC Aclervedly are prefer'd 
to become xcligious, Rich- 
es themſelves, and impe- 
rious Honour, have not 
{o perverſe and fxt a 
malice, but a prudent uſe 
converts them to Picty, 
and makes them fit Inftru- 
ments of highe(t Bliſs, 
VII. 

Our very delights, O 
the goodneſs of our God! 
may {0 be temper'd with 
a 
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2 Wiſe allay, that his mer- 
| cy accounts them as parts 
} of our duty, and fails not 
' to give them their full 
! reward, while they are 


* entertain'd for the health 


| of our Bodies, and the jult 
refreſhment of our wea- 
| ried Spirits z and both 
* our Bodics and Spirits 
{ conſtantly apply'd to gain 
# new degrecs of the love 
$ of Hcaven. Thus, Gra- 
# cious Lord, every mo- 
ment of our lives may 
fill be climbing up to- 
wards thee : Thus may 
we ſtill proceed in thy 
Service, even then when 
we moſt of all ſerve our 
ſelves; and then it is in- 
deed we belt ferve our 
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felves, when we arc buti- 
eſt im what we call thy 
Service 

VIII. 

Thou {ſweetly vouch- 
fafclt ro ſtile that thy glo- 
ry, which in very truth 1s 
nothing, but our Intereſt 3 
thou kindly complain'tt 
we dfthunour thy Name, 
when we onely miſchict 
oar own Souls. O Bleſſcd 
Jeſu, King of clemency , 
and great rewarder of cve- 
ry little Grace! Thou, 
whom by all we can do, 
pretendelt no gain 3 but 
beſtow*tt on us all thy {clt 
haſt done, Thou who 
cam'tt down from Heav'n 
totlhew us a pattcrn, and 
mad'it us Free to work 
tor 
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for our own profit , in- 
firuk our gratitude to 
conlecrate all to thee . 
fince all by thy bounty 
will redound to ourſelves. 
L.ct us take our minds off 
from tranſitory things , 
and fix them on thoſe 
which are Eternal. 


The Prayer. 


Bleſſed Lord! cruci- 

fie the world unto 
me, & meunto the world; 
mortihe in me every luſt, 
and deliver me from eve- 
ry temptation, and grant 
that I may never thirtt af- 
tcr any temporal advan. 
tage or proſperity of 
the wicked, but give me 
an 
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an humble heart and a 
ind well compos'd, that 
I may not be overcome 
with Pride, nox overwhel- 
17:24 with Cruelty ; ſan- 
ctihe my wordsand lips, 
that I ivay never bla(- 
pheme thy Holineſs, but 
walk bcfore thee in all 
godlineſs and honeſty to 

my lives cnd. Amen, | 


MEpritration X. 
Of Man's Redemption. 


N whom we have Re- 
dcmption through his 
blood, even the forgive- 
nels of Sins, Eph. 1. 14. 
l. 


Come now and hear, 
you that fcar our Lord, 


ad | 


» : 
| 


— — — 


Love not the World. 79 


and I] will tell you what 
he has done for my Soul, 
Hcar and I will tell you 
what he has done for 
yours, and the wonders 
of his bounty towards all 
the world, When we lay 
aſleep in the ſhades of no- 
thing, his mighty hand 
awak't us into being 3 
not that of Stones, or 
Plants, or Beaſts, over 
which he has made us ab- 
{olute Lords, but an ac- 
complith't Body and im- 
mortal Spirit z and lirtle 
interiour to his Glorious 
Angelsz he printed on 
our Souls his own fimi- 
litude, and promiſed to 
our Obcdience his own 


/ Felicity; he endued us 


with 
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with appetites to live well 
and happy, and furniſht 
us with means to (atisfe 
thoſe Appetites, creating 
a whole World to ſerve 
us here, and providing a 
Heaven to glorife us here- 
after, 
II. 

Thus didfi thou favour 
us, O infinite Goodneſs! 
but we, what return did 
we make to thee ? Bluth,O 
my Soul, for ſhame at fo 
ſtrange a weakneſs, and 
weep forgrictat ſoextreme 
an Ingratitude. We chil- 
dilbly preter'd a trivial 
Apple betore the Law of 
our Ged, and the ſafety 
of our own Livcsz we 
tondly embrac'd a little 

. PIC - 
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preſent Satisfaftion before 
the pleaſures of Paradiſe 
and the eternity of Hea- 
ven. Bchold the unhappy 
Source of all our miſcrics, 
which - ſtill increaſt its 
{(treams as they went far- 
ther on, till. they exacted 
at lalt a deluge of jultice, 
to drown their deluge ot 
iniquity 3 and here, alas ! 
had been an end. of man, 
a {ad and fatal end of the 
whole World, had not 
our wile Creator toreſcen 
the danger, and in time 
prevented the extremity 
of the ruin, reſerving for 
himſelt a few choice 
plants, to replenith the 
Earth with more hopetul 
fruitz yet they grew 
quick- 
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quickly wild, and brought 
torth ſowre Grapes, and 
their Childrens teeth were 
{ct on edge; quickly they 
aſpired to an intollerable 
pride of fortifying their 
wickedneſs againti the 
power of Heaven. 
Hl, 

Juſtice was now pro- 
vok'd to a ſecond deluge, 
and to bring again a cloud 
o're the Earth ; but mer- 
cy difcover'd a Bow in 
tne clouds, and our faith- 
ful God remembred his 
promite , allaying their 
puniſhment with a milder 
{cntence, and only ſcat- 
tering them from the 
place of their conſpiracy 3 
which yet his providence 
turn'd 
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curn'd into a bleſſing, by 
making it an occaſion of 
peopling the World. Still 
their rebellious naturedi(- 
obcyed again, and neither 
fear'd his Judgments, nor 
valu'd his mercies 3 but 
with a graccleſs emulati- 
on propagated fin, as far 
as his goodneis prapaga= 
ted mankind. Then he 
(cle&ed a private Family, 
and encreaſt and goyern'd 
them with a particular 
tenterneſs, giving them a 
Law by the hands of An- 
gels, and engaging their 
obedience by a thouſand 
favours; but they neg- 
| lc&ed too their God and 
1 Heaven, and fell in love 
with the ways of death. 

IV. 
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IV. 

When thou had*ſi thus, 

O deareſt Lord, try'd eve- 
ry remedy, and found our 
diſeaſe beyond all cure; 
when the light of nature 
prov'd' too weak a guide, 
and the general Flood too 
mild a correfion 3 when 
the miracles of Moſes 
could not foften their 
hearts, nor the law of An- 
gels bring any to perfe- 
tion 3 when all was re- 
duc'd to this deſperate 
ſtate, and no imaginable 
hope left to recover us,be- 
hold,the Eternal Wiſdom 
finds a ſtrange expedient , 
the laſt and higheſt in- 
ſtance of Almighty loves 
himſelt he reſolves to 
cloath 
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cloath with our Ficſh,and 
come down among us, and 
die. to redeem us. 

V. 

Wonder, O my Soul, 
at the mercies of thy Lord! 
how infinitely tranſcend- 
ing even our utmoſt wilh- 

: Wonder at the ad- 
mirable providence of his 
counſells, how exactly 
fitted to their great delign 
had he been le(s than God, 
we could never have be. 
liev'd the ſublime myſte- 
rics of his Hcavenly Do- 
Ctrine: had he been other 
than man, we mult needs 


' have wanted the power- 


ful motive of his holy ex- 
ample ; had he been only 


God, he could never have 
{ut- 
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ſuffer'd the leaſt of thoſe 
afflictions he ſo gloriouſly 
overcame 3 had he been 
meerly -man, he could ne- 
ver have o'recome thoſe 
infinite afliions he fo 
patiently ſuffer'd. O Bleſ- 
{ed Jeſu! both theſe thou 
art in thy ſelf; be thou 
both theſe to us; be thou 
our God, and make us a- 
dore thee; be thou our 
leader, and make us fol- 
low thee. 


VI. 
Soon as this bleſt de- 


cree was made, of ſending * 


the Son of God to xedeem 
Mankind, immediately 
his goodneſs was ready tO 

come 
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come among, us, had our 
ungracious World been 
ready to receive him z but 
we as yet were too groſs 
and ſenſual, and utterly 
incapable of (o pure a law; 
we were immerlt in cares 
and pleaſures, and whol- 
ly indiſpos'd for {o per- 
fect an obedience. While 
we were thus unfit for 
thee, O thou God of pure 
and perfcct Holineſs! thou 
graciouſly wert pleas'd to 
thay for- us, and all that' 


' time prepare us for thy 


preſence; from the begin- 
ning entertaining us with 
hope, and through every: 
age confirming our Faith, 
How carly, O my God, 
didit thou engage to re- 
lieve 
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lieve us! The Seed of the 
Woman ſhall break the Ser- 
pents Head, How. often 
didft thou repeat thy Pro- 
miſe to Abraham! In thy 
Seed ſhall all the Nations 
of the Earth be bleſſed. 
VII. 

How many times did 
thy mercy invent, by un- 
queſtionable tokens to 
give notice of thy com- 
ing? Bchold, a Virgin 
ſhall conceive and bear a 
Son, and his name {hall 
be called, God with ws : A 
Branch {hall ſhoot out of 
the Stock of Feſſe, and 
from the root of that 
Branch hall ſpring a flow- 
er The Spirit of cur 
Lord ſhall rcti upon _ 
nc 
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the Spirit of wiſdom, pie- 
ty and fortitudezour Lord 
ſhall raiſe up a Prophet 
like Moſes, and put his 
words in his mouth, and 
he ſhall teach us 3 and thou 
Bethlebem,who art little a- 
mong the thouſands of 
FZudah, out of thee (hall 
he come, that's to be the 
Ruler of 1/rae/,whoſe go- 
ings forth are from the 
beginning, even from the 
days of Eternity. Heark, 
how the Eternal Father 
introduces his Son, cam- 
manding firlt all the An- 
| gcls to adore him; thou 
art my Son, this day have 
1 I begotten thee 4 thou art 


| my Son, and I will be 


| thy Father; I will give 
| the 
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thee the Gentiles for thine 
Inheritance, and the ends 
of the World for thy 
poſſcſhon. 

VI, 

*Tis too little,that thou 
raiſe up the Tribes off F4- 
cob, and convert'the dregs 
of Tſrael ; thou art ap- 
pointed a Light for the 
Gentiles, and a Saviour 
to the utmoſt parts of the 
Earth. Heark, how the 
ancient Prophets rejoyce 
in the Meſſ7as, and in ſoft 
and gentle words foretel 
his ſweetneſs 3 he thall 
come down as Rain into 
a Fleece of Wooll, and 
as drops of Dew diltilling 
on the Earth 3 he ſhall 
teed his Flock like a Shep- 
herd, 
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herd.and genlty lead thoſe 


that are with young ; he 
ſhall gather his Lambs 
with his Arins, and carry 
them in his Boſom 3, the 
bruiſed Reed he hall nor 
break, nor quench the 
{moaking Flax, Juſtice 
and Peace (hall flouriſh in 
his days, and fin and 
death be deſtroved for es 
ver. Then (hall the cyes 
of the blind be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf 
be made to hear; then 
ſhall the Tongues of the 
dumb be looſn'd, and the 
Jame man leap like @ 
Buck, 
IX. 

Thus did thy holy Ser= 
yants prophelie of thee 3 
F, thuz 
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thus did their Children 
{ing thy praiſes. Bleſſed 
be the Lord our God.,who 
alone does wonderful 
things 3 and bleſſed be 
the Name of his Majeſty 
for ever ; his Dominion 
ſhall reach from Seca to 
Sea, and from the River 
to the end of the World; 
they who dwell in the 
Wilderneſs ſhall knecl be- 
fore him, and his Ene- 
mies ſhall lick the Duſt ; 
the Kings of Tharſis and 
the Ifles ſhall offer him 
Preſents the Kings of A- 
rabia and Saba (hall bring 
him Gifts; all the Kings 
of the Earth (hall adore 
him, and all Nations do 
him Scrvice, 

%. 
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X. 

For he ſhall reſcue the 
Weak from the hand of 
the Mighty, the weak, 
who had none fo help 
him: He ſhall be favou- 
rable to the ſimple and 
needy, and preſerve the 
Souls of the Poor : He 
(hall deliver them from 
Ulury and Opprelthion, 
and their Natye {hall be 


honourable in his Sight : 


He (hall live, and to him 
ſhall be given of the Gold 
of Arabia: They ſhall a- 
dore him perpctually, and 
bleſs him all day long, O 
thou Eternal King oft Hea- 
ven and Earth,make good 
to thy Servants theſe hap- 
py Predictions: So rule 
© 2 us 
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us here, that we obey thy 
Grace : So favour us here- 


after, that we enjoy thy 


Glory, 
The Prayer. 


Moſt Glorious and 

Powertul Jeſus! who 
with thine own right 
hand, and with thy holy 
Arm, halt thou gotten to 
thy ſelf on our behalf the 
victory over Sin, Hell and 
the Grave, O let thy 
Mercy and Truth continu- 
ally preſerve us: O how 
greatly are we wretches 
bound to fear thee, to 
love .thee, toblc(s thee, 
to praiſe thee, to honour 
thee, and to glorite thee, 


LCEINg 
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ſeeing we are redeemed 
with {ſuch a Price, falved 


| with ſuch a Gift, cheared 
' with ſo many Promiſes 
'- and Blcſhings of the fame, 


| ERabliſh, O God, that 


which thou halt wrought 
in us3 finiſh what thou 
haſt begun, that we may 
be able to come. into the 
fulneſs of thy Mercy : 
Make us through thy Ho- 
ly ſpirit to underſtand,and 
through thee to diſcern, 
and with due honour, - to 
reverence this high my= 
ſtery of Godlineſs, how 
God was manifeſted in 
the Fleſh, juſtified in the 
Spirit, ſeen of Angels, 
preached unto the Gen« 
tiles, believed on in the 
E 3 World, 
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World, and received up 
mto Glory, where we 
doubt not, but we fhall 
reign with him for ever- 
more. Amen. 


MEDITATION X[, 


On the Frailties of 
27 this Ag 


[heres we, the chil- 
dren of the Duſt! 


why were we born to ſee | 
the Sun? Why did our | 
Mothers bring us torth to 
miſery, and unkindly re- 
joyce to hear us cry ? 
Whither, alas! has their 
Errour Icd us? In how ſad 
A 
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a condition does our birth 
engage us ? We enter the 
world with weeping eyes, 
and go out with {ighing 
hearts 3 all the few dayes 
we live, are full of vani- 
ty, and our choicelt plea- 
{ures ſprinkled with bit- 
terneſs: the time that's 
palt is vanilh'd like a 
dream, and that which 1s 
to come, is not yet at all. 
Il. 

The preſent we are in. 
ftays but a moment, and 
then flies away and never 
returns : already we are 
dead to all the years we 
have liv'd, and hall ne- 
ver live them over again 3 
but the longer we live, 
the ſhorter is cur Life,and 
F 4 gn 
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in the end, vve become 2 
lump of Clay. QO vain and 
miſerable world,how ſad- 
ly trueis all this (tory? and 
yct alas! this is not all; 
but ncvv complaints re- 
main, and more, and 
worſe: We begin our 
race in Ccontcmptible 
vveaknets, and our vvhole 


courſe is a progreſs of 


dangers. 
1A 

It vve clcape the miſ- 
chances of a Child, vve 
pals on to the rath adven- 
tures of Youth : It vve 
out-live theſe fuddain 
Storms, vve fall into far 
more malicious calamities: 
Our ovvn ſuperfluous 
cares deliberately conſume 
us, 
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us, and the croſſes of the 
world wear out our lives. 
Should we by ſtrange ſuc- 
ceſs, o'recome all theic, 
and fiill bear up our pro- 
{pcrous head, we are ſure 
at laſt, old age will find 
us, and bow our firength 
down to the Grave; the 
Grave from which no 
privilege exempts, nor a- 
ny power coutrouls its 
Commands. 
IV. 

The Rich muſt leave 
their wealth bchind them, 
and the grcat ones of the 
world be crumbled into 
duſt; the beautcous face 
mult be turn'd into rotten» 
neſs, & the pammper'd Bo- 
dy becomes the Food of 

ES worms 
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worms: the bufie man 
mult tind a time to die, 
though his full employ- 
ment {parcs none to pro- 
vide for't: Even the wiſe 
and vertuous multi fub- 
mit to Fate, and the heirs 
of life it {elt be the Priſo- 
ners of Death. This 
when I ce, I wcep, and 
am afraid, fince we all 
mult drink of the {ame 
cold Cup: all muft go 
down to the ſame dark 
Grave, and none can tell 
how ſoon he may becal'd. 
V. 
Today weare in health 


among aur F ricnds and 


affairs, and to morrow 


arreliced by the hand of 


dcath ; Nature may taint- 


ly 
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ly ſtruggle for a time, but 
mult yield at laſt, and be 
buried in the Earth: At 
laſt we mult take leave of 
our nearet(t Relations, and 
bid a long Farewcl to all 
the World, Perhaps the 
people may talk of us a 
while, ſometimes as we 
deſerve, and often as they 
pleaſe : perhaps our Bo- 
dics once laid out of light, 
WC NO MOre are remems 
bred than it we had ne- 
ver been: only our good 
works follow us to tbe 
Grave, and faithfully 
groan with us beyond our 
Funeral, 


The 
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The Prayer. 


Lord God, I was no- 

thing worth, and am 
un hazard to be worſe than 
nothing : F was conceived 
#1 original Sin, now nw 
of actual Tr -anſgreſſions : 1 
was in the Womb a loath- 
ſom Subſtance: I am in 
20e world a Iump of Cor- 
ruption, and T ſhall be in 
the Grave a prey for worms; 
but 1 know, ſweet Feſus, 
thy Grace is ſufficient for 
me, and thy mercy can ex- 
preſs it ſelf in my miſery, 
Let thy mercy feed me, thy 
Hands deliver me from 
death. and ſnatch me from 
phe jaws of Hell: and O 


ER Bleſſed 


—— 
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Bleſied Feſus, through thy 
precious Blood and Paſſion, 
by thine all-ſufficient Sa- 
crifice, Oblation and Satiſ- 
fattion, reverſe my deſerved 
Puniſhment, and convert my 
paſſed Evils to preſent good, 
and future Foys in thine E- 
ternal and moſt glorious 
Kingdom: O let not the 
troubles of this Life per- 
plex me, nor the horrours of 
death affright me \ but both 
in life and death let my ſub- 
miſſion teſtifie, that thy ho- 
ly Will is my Law: And 
amidit the very Agonies of 
Death, fuffcy not my Faith 
to fall, nor my hope of Hea- 
ven to deceive me, nor my 
Charity to die before mez 
but let my very Enemies be 


fore 
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forgiven by my Prayers, for 
his ſake who prayed for his 
Enemies, und whillt we 
were Enemies, died for us, 
even the Lord of Eternal 
Glory, Amen, 


OO 


— 
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MEDITATION XII. 


Of a guilty Conſcience and 
Torments of Hell. 


Heir Conſcience alſo 
bearing witneſs, and 
their thoughts the mean 
while accuting or ExCu- 
fing once another , Rom. 
2. 15, 
| 
Why do you laugh, un- 
happy wretches, who tire 
your 
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your fſclves in the ways of 
tm? ways that indeed 
{eem ſmooth at firſt 3 but 
lead to danger, and end 
in ruine, Why do you 
boalt your pleaſant lite, 
who lie afleep in the arms 
of death ? awake.and chaſe 
the dream away, that 
deludes your fick heads 
with empty fancies; awake 
and fill your eyes with 
tears, and ({adly look on 
your real miſeries. Whi- 
ther. alas! will your Souls 
be hurried, when in cold 
diſpair you tigh away your 
laſt taint breath ? 
I 1. 

They hall fly amazed" 

from the light ot Heav'n, 


and hide their guilty (elves 
in 
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in eternal darkneſs: there 
they (hall dwell with in- 
tollerable pains, weeping 
and wailing, and lament- 
ing for ever, Their un- 
derſtanding (hall fit as in 
a deep dungeon.and think 
on nothing but its own 
calamities : their will ſhall 
be heightned to a mad- 
nels of dctire, and perpe- 
tually rack't with the diſ- 
pair of obtaining, Their 
memory ſhall ſerve but to 
renew their {orrows, and 
their fouls be drown'd in 
a Sea of bitterneſs. They 
{hall with the Mountains 
to fall upon them,and cry 
to the Hills tocover them 
but nothing ſhall fall on 
them but the wrath of 

God, 


and Torments of Hell. 107 


God, nor cover them, but 
their own Contuſion. 
IIL 
Their every Vice (hall 
have its proper torment, 
prodigiouſly bred. out of 
its own corruption. The 
Laſcivious thall bum in 
unquenchable tire, perpe- 
tually flaming -trom their 
own paſhons. The Glut- 
ton and the Drunkard 
ſhall vainly figh,for a drop 
of water to coole their 
tongucs. The turious cho- 
lcrick (hall rage like mad 
Dogs, and the Spitctul 
envious gnaw their own 
bowcls., The Riches of the 
covetous (hall beas thorns 
in their tides, and the 
proud be thrown down 
LO 
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to the bottom of con- 
tempt, The flothtul ſhall 
miſerably deplore theirloſt 
time, and languiſh with 
grict for their ttupid neg= 
ligence. 

IV. 

But, O what horrid 
pangs (hall {cize them all, 
and wound and pierce the 
very center of their Souls! 
when they (hall ſee them- 
{elves eternally deprived 
of the bright and bliſsful 
vilion of God, When they 
ſhall ſee themſelves cter- 
nally baniſh'd from the 
{weet and gracious pre- 
ſence of Jeſus. That God 
who made them, to enjoy 
his glory : that Jeſus who 
redeemed them to be = 
® 
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of his felicity : then (hall 
they curſe the day of their 
birth, and the unfortunate 
Companions that invea- 
pled them to fin. They 
thall curſe this vain deceit- 
ful world , and cry out 
with a deſperate enraged 
fury, Are theſe the effets 
of thoſe fond dehires , 
whoſe enjoiment we made 
our chief felicity ? Alas ! 
what avail us, now our 
wanton liberties, and the 
fugitive pleaſures we (o 
cagerly purſued ? What 
comfort receive we from 
thoſe empty Honours, and 
faithleſs Riches we (© 
highly eſteemed ? they all 
are vaniſh't away, like a 
Shadow, and as a Cloud 

of 
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of fmoak: that's ſcattered 
with the wind. 

V. 

But the remorſe andpu- 
niſhment endures for ever, 
and torture our Spirits 
with perpetual Anguith, 
Thus ſhall they cry, and 
none regard to hear them: 
thus ſhall they mourn,and 
none be found to pity 
them, O ſad cxpeftance 
of a diflolute Lite! O 
dreadful conſequence of 
an impenitent Death ! E- 
ternally to long for what 
they nevcr can enjoy, E- 
ternally to ſuffer what 
they never can avoid. Blc(- 
{ed be thy gracious pro- 
vidence,O God, that with 
fuch tender care fore- 

warns 


Ce 
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warns us of our, Dangers; 
O ſave us too, dear Lord, 
from all thole dangers : 
ſave us for thy mercics 
ſake: {ave us, and make 
us feartul to do, what 
when we have done, will 
make us miſcrable to ſ{ut- 
ter : quicken our appre- 
henſ1ons of the ruinouset- 
tects of Sin; and with thy 
terrible threatnings check 
our unbridled paſhons , 
that if thy glorious -Pro- 
miſes move not our hearts, 
the tear, at leaſt, of Hell 
may fright us into: Hea- 
Ven. 


The Prayer. 


Lord T do confeſs, I 
am wiyortby of the 
leaſt 


112 Of a guilty Conſcience, 


leaſt of all thy Mercies : 
For my wickedneſſes have 
gone over my Head, and are 
as @ Burthen teo heavy for 
me to bear : my Spirit is 
ſorrowful, and my heart is 
heavy: my words are ftopt 
with Sighs, and my plaints 
with Tears, O let thy Di- 
vine Majeſty bend down thy 
gracious Eye of pity, and 
forgive me my Sins, the un- 
happy ground of all this 
woes where my miſery hath 
thus abounded, there let 
thy mercy much more a- 
bound : keep me I beſeech 
thee from deſpairing of thy 
mercy, or ſlighting thy Pro- 
vidence : thou art a skilful 
Phyſitian.and canſt cure all 
my Infirmities : thou art a 

mercy- 
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merciful God, and canſt for- 
give all my Sins : thou wilt 
not break the bruiſed Reed, 
nor quench the ſmoaking 
Flax, O Lord, ſpeak peace 
always unto my Soul, and 
ſay unto it, IT am thy Sal- 
vation : and this I beg for 
Feſms Chriſt his ſake , my 
Lord and Saviour. Amen, 


_— — — — 


MEDITATION X[II. 
"Df the State of the Godly. 
A Ccording, as his Di- 


vine Power hath gi- 
ven unto us all things 
that pertain unto life and 
godlineſs, through the 
knowledge of him that 


ha'h 
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hath called us to Glory 
and Vertye, 2 Pet. 1. 3. 
I. 

Why do you mourn, 
you Children of the Light, 
to whom belong the Pro- 
miſcs of Bliſs? Who feed 
on the pleaſant truits of 
Picty, and the continual 
Feat of a good Conſci- 
ence,who talte already the 
{weetnelſs of hope,& here- 
after (hall be ſatished with 
the fulneſs of Fruition : 
what can molcſt your hap- 
py ſtate, whom the God of 
Glory has choſen for him- 
ſelf ? whom he has adop- 
tcd into his own Family. 
and detign'd for Heirs of 
the Kingdom of Heaven ; 
that Blcſicd Kingdom , 


where 
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where all dclights abound, 
and ſorrow and tears are 
banilh't quite away. 


It. 


O- 
d Where none are fick, 
ff 2rOW old , Or dic, but 


flouriſh in bcalth, and 
youth, and immortal Lite: 
where none are perplzxt 
with carcs or fears, but 
dwell fecure and free for 
ever : Where We nomore 
ſhall be ſubject to chance, 
no more be cxpos'd to 
the danger of Tentation : 
where we no more (hall 
be crolt by others 3 no 
INOrC iiquicted by our 
own Paſſions ; but a fe- 
Tenc or inquility PC þCeU- 
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ally within us, and innu- 
merable joys all round a- 
bout us. 


I. 


Toy in the excellency 


of our glority'd Bodies ; 
joy in the pcrfections of 
our cnlarg'd Souls; joy 
in the {weet Socicty of 
Saints; and joy in the 
glorious company of An- 
gcls: joy in the ravithing 
tight of our bcloved Je. 


ſus: joy in the bliſsful Uni- 


on with the adored Dei- 
ty: all (hall be joy and 
love and peace, and all 
endure for cternal Apes, 
Let then the impenitent 
Sinner be ft1ighted with 
fcar, 


Ont» 


d a- 
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fear, and the obdurate 
Heart break aſunder with 
grict > but for the hope- 
tul Innocent , let them 
always be glad, and the 


Servants of Jeſus rejoyce 
| and ling. 


IV. 


Sweet is the Yoke of 
thy love, O Lord, and 
light the Burthen of thy 
Commands 3 but O, how 
far more richare thy faich- 
ful Promiſes! How inh- 
nitely greater thy glorious 
Rewards! When every 
vertue {hall wear 1ts pro- 
per Crown, and ſhine 
with a Diadem fit for its 
own head: the humble 
F 2 there 
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there (hall be highly ex- 
alted, and the poor in 
Spirit preter'd to be 
Kings: the meek (hall 
poſle(s that Holy Land, 
and the mourners be com- 
forted with cternal Re- 


freihments: the clean of 


Heart, ſhall fee the God 
of Purity ; and the lovers 
ot Peace have the privi- 
ladge of his children. 


V, 


They who hunger and | 
thirft atter Hcav'n (hal) be |} 
hid , and the merciful | 
entertain'd with the Em- | 
braccs of Mercy : they | 


who ſuffer perlecution 


ſhall abundantly be rewar- | 
dcd, | 


[a 


© 
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ded, and enlightncrs cf 
others ſhinc bright as the 
Stars: they who relinquiſh 
any thing for God, {hall 
receive a hundred fold, 


119 


| and all the juſt be in Glo- 


ry for ever. Then (hall 
they bleſs the true Friend 
that reprov'd them, and 
the charitable hand that 


? aſlificd to their happineſs: 


they ſhall bleſs the provi- 
dent mercics of their God, 
and fing aloud the victo- 
rics of his Grace. Is this 
the cfteC&ts of thoſe little 
pains we took? Are theſe 
the repairs for thoſe petty 
lofles we ſuffered ? Hap- 
py we, who deny'd our 
{elves toys, and now are 
advanc'd to theſc high fe- 
licities, F 3 VI, 


— 


- — —— 


— 
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VI. 


Millions of years ſhall 
paſs away, and our glo- 
ry ſhall {cem but then to 
begin : Millicns of milli- 
ons ſhall paſs away, and 
our glory ſhall be noncar- 
er Its end. Thus (hall 
they all rejoyce and none 
diſturb them: thus (hall 
they ſing, and all the Hea- 


vens joyn with them. Q | 


{weet expectance of a pl- 
ous Lite! O happy con- 
{ſequence of a holy death |! 
eternally to be treed trom 
whatever can afflict ! E- 
ternally to enjoy whate- 
ver can delight ! we (hall 
hereafter adore thy Bleſ- 
{cd 
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{ed Sclt, and ing etcrnal- 
ly the wonders of thy glo+ 


Ty 
VII. 


Ble(t be thy gracious 
Providence, O God, that 
with ſo Jarge a bounty 
woes us to our happineſs : 
WOCes us in a Way we are 
{o apt to b* taken: the 
love of our {.1v:5, and our 
own great interctt,as thou 
haſt prepar'd ſuch Felict- 
tics for us: O may thy 
grace prepare us for them! 
Q may this belt of works 
take up all our time! at 
leaſt, rake up the beſt of 
our time, at lealt every 
Mornirg, tet as renew our 

F 4 hope 
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hope, and cloſe the E- 


vening, with the fame 
{wcet thoughts : let us 
not faint, and we lurciy 
ſhall ſee a proſperous 41- 

{ue out of all our {orrows. 
Stifl let us 1:bour ; fill let 
us {uffer ; our troublcs a1iC 
Ihort,and our joys ctcrnal. 


The Pra YI 


Eternal God, my 

heart and my tong: C 
{hall always praiſe thee; 
and cloriie thy Holy 
Name 3 thy loving kind- 
neſs is bcttcr than Life it 
{clt. O let the Day-ſprirg 
of thy favour, viſit me 
from on high, that I ma y 
{cck thee with an carly 


þ 
4. 
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Devotion.and purſue after 
thee with a conttant and 
an aCtive induſtry, now 
while it is called to day, 
betore the night cometh 
wherein no man can 
work. O when thall I 
come and appear before 
thee: when (hall I come 
and behold thy Spacious 
Courts,where thou art at- 
tended with Millions of 
Angels, and be eaditified 
Spirits? O give me thy 
help.that I going through 
this vale A. milery, the 
Pools may be hlled with 
Water, my hcart and my 


cycs may run over with 
tcars of Repentaner, and 
Overflow V LOTYOW 
and contrition tor my fins, 


F 5 rhat 
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that I may be prepar'd 
with Faith and Repen- 
tance, as with a Wedding 
Garme nt, againſt the time 
that thou, O Lord, thalt 
call for me out of this 
finful World ; and in the 
mean while, let me fly 
from Sin as from a Scr- 
pent, and from unrighte- 
oulnels as from a Cocka- 
trice. and abuvc all things 
ſtek fy Glory.that when 
this mortal life is ended, 
I may then be niade par- 
taker of Immortality. and 
Lite Eternal, in thy moſt 
bleffed and glorious King- 


* 4 — IR , 
doin, LAM? 


LR 
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MEDITATION XIV. 
The Souls Choice. 


Y Soul, wait thou 
only upon Cod,for 
my hope 1s in him, Pſa!, 
62.5. 
L. 

Come now my Soul 
and chyfe 3 for Lite and 
Death are {ct before thee : 
ciuſe while thy gracious 
Lord allows thee day.lealt 
th2 night of carkncels 04 
vertake thy neglect: chule, 
but remember thy Eter- 
nity 15 concern'd; and 
cxamine Cre thou mak it 
thy rclolye: call all the 

pleas. 
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plcaſ{urcs of the World be- 
fore thee, and as it any 
of them be wortlh fuch 
pains? Ask if the vain, 
torbidden things thou 1 - 
velt deſcrve tity 2ficctior s 
better than thy Makcr. 


I, 


Are tizcy more wort!.y 
in then.{clves, or bench- 
cial to thce, thie thou 
cant prefer them before 
thy Redecmer? Doctt 
thou Ccxpect to be quiet 
by cnjoying them? Or 
everlaliingly happy by 


= 


their Procurement ? Vil 
they protcct thee at the 
hour of Death, or plead 
thy cauſe at the day ot 


= 


I. Fs 
we "#, 
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Judgment? O no, they 
but deceive me with a 
{miling look, which I too 
often have prov'd by dear 
CXxpericnce 3 *tis Heaven 
alone that viclds a true 
content: *tis Heaven 2- 
lone that fills us with de- 
light, 


Il, 


Take t en away your 
Fla reries. fa Iſe World! 
ind 1:ave me free for bet- 
ter thoughts : turn thou 
thy Face to me, dear Je- 
fu, and keep mine E.ycs 
{t;]] turn'd towards thee, 
that | may look continu- 
ally on thy glorious Beau- 
Ly, and be raviih't for e- 
vcr 
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ver with the charms of 
thy {weetneſs : *tis thee, 
chaſte Spoule of Souls: *tis 
thee alone I chuſe, and 
dedicate my ſeclt cntircly 
to thy Service : thou art 
my ſole and abſolutcLord; 
be thou my part and In- 
heritance for cver. But 
O my deareſt Lord! do 
thou chuſe me, and guide 
my uninliructed Soul to 
chuſe thee: O make me 
chuſe to love thee till 1 
come to ſec thee 3 and 
then I am ſure I can- 
not chuſe but love thee, 


IV. 
Here we, alas! move 


lowly in the dark, led on 
by 
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by the argumient of things 
not icn; but did we 
clearly ſce what we ſay 
we bclicve.we ſoon ſhould 
Chang: the courſe of our 
Life : di! 1:4 but ſee the 
Damned in their Flames, 
or hcar them cry in the 
mid{ of their Torments, 
how fhould we fear to 
follow them in their hins, 
oy h we know have 
P lurg'd them into all 
tho! b, Miſerics ? How 
ſhoul.l we ſtrive againſt 
the next Temptation,and 


cait bout to avoid the 
dangcrs, il we but fee 
the 241535 Angels, and 


| 
© 


all the Spirits of uti men 
made perfect? How ſhould 
ve ſiudy the art of hav- 

pincſs, 
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pineſs, and ftrive to imi- 
tate their good examples? 
How (hould we leck all 
occaltions of Improve- 
ment, and make it our 
butines to work out our 


Salvation ? 
V 
N1 IV. 41d OUY , IJ! ith oF F 


firmly bclicve ob WC C- 
very one recite in the A- 
poſiles Creed,what would 
we do to attain thoſe 
1oys? What would we 
not do to eſcape thoſe 
Sorrows ? Would halt an 
hour be too long to pray? 
Or ONCe a Week to hear a 
Sermon ? Would the par- 
don of an injury be too 


hard 
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hard a Law, or the ma- 
king reſtitution too dear a 
Price ? Durſt we return 
ko our Sins agam? or 
ſpend our time in Idleneſs 
and Folly? Yet is all this 
45 {ore as if we ſaw it, 
and would move us much 
it we ſertoufly contider'd 
if, 


VI. 


It we conhider'd what 
I'm ture we believe, we 
ſhould never Vive as Pm 
{arc wedo. Which of us 
doubts but &rc long we 
ſhall all be duſt? Yer 
which of us lives as if we 
thought to dic? Pity, O 
gracious Lord, the Frail- 
TICS 
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ties of thy Servants, and 
{ufter not our blindneſs to 
lead us into ruine. Sup- 
ply our want of light by 
a lively faith,and ſtrength- 
en our Faith by thy pow- 
extul Grace : make us re- 
member *tis no Childrens 
{port, to gain or loſe the 
Kingdom of Heav'n:make 
us chule wiſely, and pur- 
{ue our choice. and uſe 
as well the means, as like 


the End. 
VII. 


O ſct thou right the 
Biaſs of our Hearts, that 
in all our motions we 
may draw off from the 
World : that we may till 

in- 
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incline towards thee, and 
relt at laſt in thy Holy 
Preſence, Thou art our 
Lord, and we will ſerve 
thee in fear : thou art our 
God, and we will love 
thee in hope : What will 
it profit us to gain the 
whole World, and loſe 
our own Souls? Or, 
what [h2!l we give in &x- 
change tor our Souls ? 


The Prayer. 


God whoſe Wife 


(Tovernment re- 


ſerves Eternal Joys 
for thoſe which love 


thee and keep thy Com- 


141+ 
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manderents; thy Pro- 
widence hath fo order d 
and commanded, that 
the inordinate Af ecli- 
ons of every one ſhall 
be his puniſhment : for 
as we (ow, ſo ſhall we 
reap, and as the Tree 
falls, ſo ſhall it lie: 
thy Grace, O Lord, 
7s the ſeed of Glory,and 
Sin the Root of Mij- 
ſery - he that ſows in 
the Fleſh, ſhall reap 
Corruption, and be 
that ſows in the Spi- 
rit Life Everlaſting. 
O my Sout how many 


thouſands have been 
ſur- 
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7- | ſurprized in the midſt 
Ad | of their Sins, and bur- 
t | ried away into Ever- 
- | Jaſting Sorrows? And 
/ | we, alas! bow many 
times bhaue we been 
grilty,and yet our (70d 
has ſpar'd ws? O my 
Indulgent Saviour ! 
20 other reaſon can 1 
give why I'm not mi- 
ſerable, but that thou 
art merciful. Bleſſed 
be thy Patience that 
endures ſo long, and 
Bleſjed be thy Grace 
that delivers at laſt. 
O Bleſſed be ary God, 
and Bleſſed be thy 

Pro- 
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Providence for ever, 


which ſo plentifully fur- 


niſhes with rules of 


Grace and Vertue,and 
ſo ſafely guides all thoſe 
Souls to happineſs, who 
chuſe to live under thy 
ſweet Government. As 
thou haſt ſhown us the 
way , Lord give as 
ſtrength to walk in it, 
and bring as in the 
End ito thy Eternal 
Reſt : Make ns ſeri- 
ouſly to refleF on every 
Line we repeat, and 
love Truth when it 
moſt reproves #5 : make 
us labour to corre e- 

very 


5x "0 Rn, F- wb 
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every Errour of our 
Lives,and always hum- 
bly implore thy Graci- 
05 Alſiſtance, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our "a 


Amen. 
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MEDITATION [|. 


On the Lovras Day. 


Pal. 119, 24+ Thi 7s the day 
which the Lord hath made. 
we Will rtjoyce and be glad 
i it. 

I, 
Ehold the Angels aſſem- 

#3 bled in thetr Quires, and 

the bleffed Saints ready 
| with the:r Hymns; behold the 

Church prepares her Solemn 

Offices , and: ſummons all her 

Children to bring 1m their prat- 

ſes ; the King of Heaven him- 

B- iclf 
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ſelf invites us, and gractouſly 
call us into his own preſence. 
He bids us ſuſpend our mean 
employments 1n the World, to 
receive the honour of treating 
with him. To him we owe all 
the days of our life at leaſt ; let 
us pay this one to his Service 
a Service (o ſweet and eahe 1n 
Itſelf, and ſo infinitely rich in 
irs eternal rewards. Let us 
chearfully aſcend ts the Houſe 
of our Lord, the place he has 
choſen for our ſakes to dwell in; 
let us reverently fall down and 
kneel before the Lord our Ma- 
ker, who comes in perſon to 
meet our Prayers. 
IL. 

Welcome, bleſt day, wherein 
the Son of Juſtice aroſe, and 
chaſed away the clouds of Fear ; 
welcome thou Birth-day of our 
Hopes, a day of Joy and pub- 
lick refreſhment, a day of holt- | 
nets and ſolemn Devotion,a day 
of reſt and univerſal Jubilee. : 


Welcome to us and our dark 
world ; 
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world ; aud may thy radiant 

Name ſhine bright for ever. 

May all the carth be enlightned 

with thy beams, and every fro- 

zen heart diſſolve and ſing. 
IIT. 

This is the day which our 
Lord has made ; let us be glad 
and rejoyce therein. This 15 
the day he has ſan&ified ro him- 
ſelf, and called by his own moſt 
holy Name, that in it we may 
meet to adore his Greatneſs,and 
admire the wonders of his inft- 
nite Power ; that we may re- 
member his innumerable Mer- 
cies, and deeply imprint them 
in the center of our hearrs ; that 
we may viſit his Temple, and 
humbly preſent our ſelves at his 
Holy Table, where the memo- 
ry of our Saviours love 1s con- 
tinually renewed, and his ſuffe- 
rings always to be had 1n re- 
membrance, 

> / 

Worthy art thou, O Lord, of 

all.our time, worthy the praiſes 
51 of 
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of all thy Creatures ; every mo- 
ment of our life 1s bound to 
bleſs thee, ſince every mament 
ſubſiſts by thy goodneſs. Shall 
others {abour fo much for Vant- 
ty, and ſhall we not reſt for the 
Service of our God ? ſhall we 
employ the whole work on our 
ſelves, and not offer in grati- 
rude one day to thee ? to thee, 
who beſtoweſt on- us all we 
have, and wilt give us hereaftcr 
more than we hope ? 
V. 

O gracious Lord, whoſe mer- 
ey accepts fuch ſlender pay 
ment as our poverty affords, 
whecſe bounty grancs fo liberally 
ro us, and retains ſo ſmall a parr 
for thy ſelf; O make ns faith- 
fully obſerve our duty, and ren- 
der (o exactly the Tribute we 
owe to thee, that paſſing ſtill 
thy days to thy honour , we 
may end our own in thy favour: 
for thou haſt created all things, 
O Lord, for rhe uſe of man,and 
man for the enjoyment of thy 
fer, VI. 


On, tht Lords dzy. 195 
VI. 

When the Harveſt-Sun pro- 
wides a Cloud, and feems to reſt 
his wearied beams, he fecks not 
ro ſave the journey of his light, 
but oncly ſpares the reapers 
head : much leſs ſeekeſt thou, O 
Lord, who mad'ſt the Sun, and 
inſpir'ſt all Creatures to repre- 
ſent thy bounty, much leſs ſcek- 


eſt thou by the reſerve of a day, 


to procure thy own repoic. 
Thou who crearedſt all things 
by a word of thy mouth, and 
fuſtaineſt them in thy hand 
without ſeeling any weight ; 
who governeſt che whole world 
withourperplexingthy thoughts, 
and always remain'ſt the ſame 
unchangeable fulneſs. 
VII. 

'Tis not to encreaſe thine 
own Eternity , that thus thou 
rak*ſt a portion of our time 3 
thy goodneſs fricndly bears the 
name, bur intends for us all the 
profir of the day ; that the wea- 
ried hands may be relieved 
I 4 _ with 
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with reſt , and cnabled to lift p 


themſelves up to thee; thar che 
Ignorant minds may be taught 
thy Truth, and learn the way 
to everlaſting happineſs; that 
the love- prepared Souls may 
approach tizy Table, and feaſt 
their hopes with that delicious 
Bangquer ; that all may ſpeak to 
thec by Prayer , and hear thy 
voice by thc mouth of their Pa- 
ſtors. 
VITH 
O blefled Lord, what exccl- 
Icnt arts has thy wiſdom inven- 
tcd to bring us to thy (elf ! thou 
quiekneſt our affections , and 
ſtrengthnctt our Faith by thy 
publick aſſcmblics, and impro- 
veit our Charity ene rowards a- 
nother, wile we all mcet to- 
gether for the ſame bleſt end, 
and by mutual refle&ions en- 
creaſe our f:rvours. Happy, 
thrice happy they, O merciful 
God, whom thy orovidence has 
favour'd with all theſe bleflings, 
who freely may enter thy Holy 
SinQu- 
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wy SanQuary, and fing aloud their 
= IM praiſes to thy Name, who eve- 
F the ry day may wait in thy pre- 
"—” ſence, and there ſecurely adore 
that hy perſon 
oy Where thou art pleaſed to 
teaſt | deny theſe mercies, refuſe nor, 
rs | O Lord, to extend thy grace ; 
+ that at leaſt we may build a 
"vg little Chappel in our hearts.and 
_**” | Conſecrate our ſelves entirely 
to thee. Be thou bur preſent, 
| gracious God, and fill our Souls 


Rm 


or [- | with thy chaſt love, no farther 
I | Motives ſhall we need to draw 
Ou | us, nor other Temple to ad- 


nd | dreſs our Prayers; ſince every 
place where thou art not 1s un- 
holy, and where thou art 1s joy 
and peace. 


= 
1 
oe AS... 5 ae 


q, Shew us thy ſelf, O glorious 
of Jeſu, and in thee we ſhall be- 
'> | hold all we can wiſh: ny ſo 
!l | much we beg toconceive of thy 
» Majeſty,as may move our hearts 
'” _ to ſeek thee; onely fo much of 
« I 5 thy 


—_—_— — = 
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thy unapproachable Deity, as 
may guide our Souls to find 
thee. But ," O thou glorious 
God of Truth , in whom the 
Treaſures of knowledge are laid 
up, unleſs thou draw the Cur- 
tain frem before our eyes, and 
drive away the Clouds that 1n- 
rercept our fight,never ſhall we 
ſee thoſe heavenly Myſteries, 
nor diſcern the beauty of thy 
providence. 
X I. 

Why ſhould we thus negle&t 
that Sacred Science, and be bu- 
fie 1n every thing but our own 

Salvation ? Why ſhould we for- 
ſake the real ſubſtance; to em- 
brace an empty fancie ? Has the 


Almighty goodneſs made all 


things for us, and ſhall we do 
nothing for htm, or our ſclves ? 
If we may not know thce clear- 
ly now, Jet vs know fo far , that 
we may long to know farther : 

if we cannot love thee perfettly 
m thts life, let us love fo much, 
that we defire ro love more, So 
Ice 
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let us know and love thee here, 
O thou Soveraign biiſs of our 
Souls, that we hereafrer may 
know thee better, and love thce * 
more to all Erernity. 


The PRAYER, 


Þ 
3 laviorss Feſu ' in whom we 
live, and without whom 
we dit, moriifie 3" 118 all ſenſual 
deſires, and quicken 0:y bearts 
with thy holy Love, that we ng 
longer eſteem the vanities of this 
world, bat place ov aſjections 
entirely on thie, who didjt die for 
Our ſins , and roſe again for our 
juſtification. O th»i our onely 
hope and portion in the land of 
the living, may our thoughts and 
diſcourſes till be of thiz, own 
works and ſufferings all for 
thee. 
IT. 

Open thru owr Eyes, O Lora, 
that we may (te the beauty of thy + 
Commands, 00 Wal? an9 jw tt 
nt 


F 
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in themſelves, how neceſſary and 
beneficial tz 11s; while they im- 
prove our jelicity here,and entitle 
ws to that of bereaſter. Guide 
tou our lives, O gracious Lori, 
in the ways of thy precepts, 
that by obſeruing faithfully thoſe 
exctllent riles, we may at be eve- 
rYyR beret happy. 


Thithey, O my Soul, let us iN 
ke gning, Where once to avrivh, is 
always to be at reſt; there let vis 
awell already in hope, mhyeve 
once to tnjoy, 1s always to be 
havpy 3 fence whate're we dtfire, 
we? ar ſure to have, and whate're 
we bave, ca never be taben from 
us. Let 11s belitve, and obiy,and 
ſuffer 5, let us read, and meditate, 
and pray. Heavens a reward 
worth all our pains , for which 
place fit us, O Lord, and brirg 
175 to, for thy Son Feſizs Chriſts 


ſabe, our onely Lord and $qT 1- 


6.4”. 


Mev 1- 


| 


. 
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MEeviTtaTtion IT. 
Of the Foys of Heaven. 


7 Cor. 2. 0. Eye hath not f*en, 
nor tay heara, niither bath it 
entred into the beayt of man, 
the things which God hath pri- 
pared for them that love lim, 


Lefied be thy gractcus 
w ſdom, O Lord, thar (© 
F mercifully ſtoops to ovr 
low conceirs : under rheſe ver's, 
thou hid'ſt thoſe glorious My- 
ſeries, roo high and ſpiritual 
for our fleſh and bloud : thou 
hid'ſ, or rather (© reveaÞſt thy 
fu! lime rewards, to take us 
with things we moſt admire, 
Scepters and Crowns thou 
know'ſt are apr ro win the 
hearts of us chy Children ; Chil- 
dren alas, too truely jn uſeful 


knowiedpe 3 * © that me were ſo 
m 
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in love and duty ! What 1s a 
drop of water to the boundleſs 
Ocean, or a grain of duſt to 
this'vaſt Globe ? Such, O my 
God, and infinitely leſs, are the 
richeſt Kingdoms here helow ; 
ſhould we compare their moſt 
pompous ſtate ro rhe mcaneſt 
depree :n the Court of Hea- 
Ven. 
Il. 

When thou haſt fed' us a 
while with milk, thou inviteſt 
our appetite to ſtronger meat. 
Thou telI'ſt us of a ſweet del!- 
cous life, 1n the bleſt ſoctery of 
Saints and Angels, with whom 
we ſhall dwell in perpetual 
friendſhip, and be lov'd and 
eſtcem'd by them all for ever. 
Thou tell'ſt us of a pure Soul- 
raviſhing joy ; to behold the a- 
miable face of Jeſus, whoſe gra- 
c1ous {miles ſhines round abour, 
and fill the Heav'ns with holy 
gladneſs, Thou tell'ſt us ſtill of 
incomparably higher delights. 
Hearken, O my Soul, and _ 
bly 


ki —— ea-_w_Uyyur TE © 4a 
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bly adore thy God, whoſe boun- 
try has provided thee large re- 
wards, fince they are no leſs 
than his very ſelf; himſelf he 
will clearly unveil before us, 
and openly ſhew us that grear 
fecret. 
IT. 

O happy ſecret, if once at laſt 
attain'd, 1f once we bur fee the 
face of our God, Whar 1s it, 
glorious Lord, to ſee thy face, 
but to know thee as thou art 1n 
thine own bleſt Being ? to know 
the 1mmenſiry of thy ſubfiſting 
Efſence, and rhe infinite excel- 
lence of all thy Attribates ; to 
know che power of the Eternal 
Father, and the wiſdom of the 
increated Son : To know the 
goodneſs of the Holy Ghoſt , 
and the incomprehenſible glo- 
ries of the undivided Trint- 


ty. 
I'V. 

This, O my Soul , 1s the top 
of, Happineſs ; this 1s the Su- 
pream perfection of our Na- 
ture : 
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tire : this, this alone 15 the aim 
of our Being, the hope and end 
of all our Labours. When we 
are come to this , we ſhall pre- 
ſently reſt, and our ſatisfied de- 
fires reach no farther. We 
ſhall be fiil'd with over-Jowing 
bliſs, and our utmoſt capacities 
ho!d no more, but 1n one at of 
jy be ercrnally five; and that 
one aq ſpring freth for c- 
VCr. 
Vs 
Ariſe, my Soul, to thee theſe 
Joys belong 3 ariſe, and advance 
thy felf on high ; leave here 
below all carchly choughts, and 
ftiv avay with the wings of thy 
Spirirz; fly to that glorious 
land of promiſe , and gladly ſa- 
jure thoſe Heavenly Regions, 
Hail happy Paradice of pure 
delights, thou beaureous garden 
of never fading flowers ! hajl 
bleſt ſociety of beatified ſpirits, 
who pe:petvelly con:emplate 
the Erernal Deity ; hajl, and 
for evcr may vour glorics grow, 
ill 
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ti!l they riſe ſo hieh, they can 
grow no more. We hope one 
day to come up to you, and be 
plac'd to ſimg in your holy 
Quires. We hope to know all 
things produc'd , we hope to 
know that all-producing cauſe. 
VI. 

O what a fire of love will it 
kindle 1n our heart, when we 
ſhall ſee theſe ſhining Myſteries! 
when our great God, ke a 
burning Mirror, ſhall ſtrike his 
brightneſs on the eyes cf our 
Soul ? © what exceflive joy 
will that Tove produce ! a love 
ſo violently defiring, and fo ful- 
Iy fatisfied z when our capaci- 
ties ſhall be ſtretcht To the ur- 
moſt, and the rich abzounding 
Objc& fill and over-flow them. 
O what profound repoſe will 
that Joy beget! a Joy ſo inft- 
nitelv high, and fo eternally ſe- 
cure! when in an amorous 
lIanguiſhment, we fhall ſweetly 
diſſolve into thar bliGful Union 
with our firſt beginning 3 when 

with- 
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without looſing what we are, 
we ſhall become cven what he 
1s; we ſhall take part in all his Þ of al 
Joys, and ſhare in the Glories Þ mor: 
of all his Heaven. as th 
VII ter-! 

O what divine and raviſhing Þ afte! 
words are theſe! how gently I dail 
they enter and delight my ear! Þ a fi 
how they difluſe themſclves o- Þ and 
ver all my brain, and ſtrongly || ſhal 
penetrate to my very Soul! Þ and 
Methinks they turn to ſub- Þ Str 
ſtance as they go, and I feel } bei; 
them ſtir and work through all Þ uri 
my Powers: Methinks they lie | thy 
as a Cordial at my heart, and da 
ſend forth ſpirits to quicken ho 


and refreſh me : there, O my mm: 
Soul, we ſhall reſt from all our "5 
labours, which are but the way re 
to all that happineſs ; there we de 
ſhall reſt from fin and ſorrow, ge 
and no longer be troubled with n 
our ſelves or others ; there we {| y 
ſhall reſt for ever 18 the prote- C 
&ion of our God , in the arms d 
and boſome of our deareſt { 


Lord, VIIT. 


- wo 


y 
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VIII. 
O Heaven ! the eternal ſource 
of all rheſe Joys, and infinitely 
more , iofinitely greater ! 


as the hart pants after the wa- 
ter-brogks, ſo let my Soul thirſt 
after thee, After thee let me 
daily figh and mourn, and with 
a fixt and longing eye look up, 
and ſay. When, O my God, 
ſhall I fit at that Fountain-head, 
and drink my fill of choſe living 
Streams ? when ſhall I be Ene- 
briated with that torrent of Plea- 
ſures, which ſprings for ever from 
thy glorious Throne! O that my 
days were brought to an end * 
how is the time of my Pilgri- 
mage prolong'd! why am I 
ſHll detained in this valley of 
tears? ſhll wandering up and 
down 1n this wilderneſs of dan- 
gers ? Come thou, ſweet Jeſu, 
my onely hope, and ſure deli- 
verer our of all my forrows. 
Come thou, and here begin to 
dwell 1 my heart, and fit me 
for the life I ſhall lead hereaf- 


— 
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ter : Come, O my deareſt Lord, 
and prepare my foul for thee ; 
and then, when thou pleaſeſt, 


rake it to thy ſelf, Never Tan\ 


we fay toe much of this p'ort- 
ous Subj, never can we think 
enough of the felicities of Hea- 
yen. 

I X. 

Who w1ll give me the wings 
of a dove, that T may fly away & 
be at reſt ; that I may fly away 
from the tronbles of this life, 
and be at reſt, dear Lord, with 
thee ? Here we, alas ! are fore'r 
to ſigh, and bear with grief the 
burden of our miſeries ; often 
we encounter chances that en- 
danger us , and divcrt our pro- 
greſs 1n the way to Bliſs : often 
we are allaulted with temprati- 
ons that overcome us , and (ct 
us back 1n the counts of Eterni- 
ry. How many umes, O my 
Soul , have we plainly conclu- 
ded that this Earth affords no . 
real Joys ! how many times 
have we full agreed , that Hea- 

ven 
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ven alone 15 the plece of Hap- 
pineſs ! 


Yet do the(e falſe allurements 
again deceive us, and ſteal away 
our hearts to dote upon Folly : 
yet do inconſtant we forget our 
reſolves , and wretchedly ne- 
gle& our felicity. O thou v1- 
&ortous Conquerour of Sin and 
Death ! do thou aſſiſt us in this 
dangerous warfare : O thou be- 
nign refreſher of diſtrefled Spi- 
rits, do thou relieve us 1n this 
tedious Pilgrimage. Make us 
ſtill thirſt and figh after thee, 
the living fountain of Life-gi- 
ving Streams : make us deſpiſe 
all other delights, and ſer our 
affe&1ons entirely on thy Joys ; 
ſince nothing, Lord, can fatisfie 
our Souls but thee, O ler our 
Souls ſeek nothing but thee ; 
all is unquiet here, til] we come 
to thee, and repoſe art laſt in the 
Kingdom of Peace, 


The 
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The PRAYER. 


& pa God ! thy inpnitt 
Perfeftions cauſe ws to ad- 
mire thee, and thy bounteous Pro- 
miſes engage us to hope in thet 
thy incomparable beauty raviſhes 
our hearts, and the joy thou haſt 
prepared for us, tranſcends all 
our wiſhes : vourbſafe, O Lord, 
we beſeech thee, to wean its from 
this world, and fit us for the o- 
ther. Into thy hands, O Lord, 
we commend »ur Spirits, for thou 
haſt redeemed us, O Lord, thou 
God of Truth. Priſirve us, 0 
Lord, as the Apple of thine Eye; 
and :nder the ſhadow of thy 
Wings proteft us. Save 1s, O 
Lord , waking , and defend us 
ſleeping , that we may watch 
with Chriſt, and veſt in Peace : 
brep us,0 Lord,this day and night 
without fir , and grant that we 
May by the aid of thy «Son Feſn's 
C111 bl's interceſſcon jo? ks, obt4in 
er Grac? to rift from our iniqui- 

fits, 
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ties, through the ſame Fiſus 
(bviſt our Lord. Anen. 


—  —— —_—  — —— 


MEDITATION TIE. 
On Meebnefs. 


Marth. 5. 5. Bliſed are the meth, 
for they ſhall inherit the earth. 


[. 

Tve me, O Lord, the in- 
(; nocence of Doves, and 

fill my Soul with thy 
mild Spirit ; then ſhall T need 
none of their wings, fince Hea- 
ven it ſelf will dwell in my 
heart, *T1s on the proud thou 
look'ſt afar off , but inclineft 
thine car to the humble and 
meek ; who delight in the 
peace of a contented mind , 
and limit their thoughts to 
their own ltttle ſp!:car ; never 
incermedling with the ations 
of others, uulcis where Reaſon 
and 
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and Charity engage 'em ; but 
their belov'd employment is to 
fit in ſilence, and think one the 
happineſs they expett hereafter; 
to medicare the Joys of Saints 
and Angels, and the bliſsful vi- 
hon of the face of Jeſus, 
IL 

Meeknels, indeed, is the Hea- 
ven of this Life ; but the Hea- 
ven of Heavens, O Lord, is a- 
bove with thee. Meekneſs may 
qualihe our miſerics here , and 
make our time pals gentler a- 
way 3 out to be fully happy, 
we muſt ſtay ti]l hereafter ; 11 
thy mercy being us to our laſt 
great end, that glorious end, 
for which our Souls are made, 
and all chings ciſe to ſerve them 
in their way; where thoſe 
which are meck and humble of 
heart, ſhall find eternal reſt un- 
to their own bleſt Souls, 

IL. 

"Tis not to ſport our time un 
pleaſures, that thou, O Lord, 
haſt plac'd us here, *Ti1s not 
ro 
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to gain a fair Eſtare, that thy 
kindne(s ſtill prolongs our days; 
but to do good to our ſelves or 
others, and glorifie their 1n1- 
proving thy Creatures 3 to in» 
creale every day our longing 
defires, of bcholding thee in 
thine own bright ſelf. Though 
thy Throne of 5tate be eſtabliſhr 
above, and the ſplendors of thy 
glory ſhine onely on the ble- 
ted ; yet dwell, O Lord, hcre 
in the Center of our Souls « a 
witnels al! cur thoughts, and 
judge cxa&ly our moſt ſecret 
intents. In ovr Devotlons thou 
notcs our carriage, and regards 
with what attention We recite 
our Praycrs. 
I V. 

O plortous Lord, whoſe 1nfi- 
nite {weetnels provokes and fa- 
riches all our appetites ; ray 
my enrire aftcttions delight in 
thee, above a!l the vain cnj jOY- 
ments cf this world ; above all 
praiſe and empty honcur, above 
all beauty and fading plea- 
I ſuce, 
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ſire, above all Health and de. F % 
ccitiul Riches , above all power ſc 
2nd {ubtleſt knowledge, a- rhe 
bove even all thy own bounty 

can give, and whatever is not + 


thy very (elf, O make us fo h 
happy, to have thee our God || © 


always near us, to guide our : 
lives in the ways of thy Com- | 
mandments. - 

V t] 


Thy all-ſceing eye runs to. h 
and fro, and bcholds our ations ; 
here 1n the world. If wein 
ſecret oppreſs the poor, or by ' 
private Alms rclicve their | 
wants: If mm our hearts we | | 
murnvr at the rich, or hve 
contented with ovr little por et- 

ON 5 Whate re ve do, h e Pcricct- 
Iy ices vs; where Ore we arc, 
he 15 ſure to be with us. Whiy, 
O thou Soveraign Lord of Hea- 
ven , why doſt thou ſtoop thus 
low thy glorious eye ? what 
canſt th : _ that here de- 
ſerves thy ſight , among the 
titles of by 's empty world ! 
what 
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what canſt thou find, alas, that 
ſhould not fear thy ſight,among 
the follies of our vitious Lives ? 
VL 
'Tis not thy ſelf, O Lord, 
thou-ſeckeſt to ſatisfie, bur all 
thy deſign is for our advantage. 
Thou graciouſly ſtand'ſt by to 
ſee us work, that thine awful 
eye may quicken our diligence ; 
thou art {till at hand to relieve 
our wants, that ſo friendly a 
nearneſs may 1ncreaſe our con- 
fidence. Thou appeareſt ſtll 
ready to puniſh our fins, thar 
the ſhake of thy rod may pre- 
vent our miſeries. Sure, O my 
God, thy favours muſt needs 
be ſweet, ſince even thy threac- 
nings have ſo much mercy. Sure 
we muſt needs be worie than 
blind, 1f to the face of Heav'a 
ve dare be wicked, 
VIL, 

Henceforth, O gracious Lord, 
as Children freely play 1n the 
indulgent preſence of their ten- 
der Father , ſo make us ſtil, 

K 2 with 
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with humble boldneſs, rejoyce 
before thee our merciful Crea- 
tor : and as new pardon'd Sub- 
jets juſtly fear the angry brow 
of their offended Prince 3 (© 
let our oft-forgtycn Souls con- 
rinually tremble to provoke 
the wrath of thy dread Majeſty. 
O temper thus our love with re- 
verence, and thus allay our 
hope with fear : for all things 
lie open to thine all-fecing eye, 
and all things are naked to thee 
to whom we ſpeak. 

YIIL, 

O may my wearied Soul re- 
pole 1n thee, the home and cen- 
rer of Eternal reſt ! may I for- 
ger my ſelf, to think of thee , 
and fl my memory with the 
wonders of thy love, that infi- 
nite love, which when my 
thoughts confider, nor as they 
ought, alas, but as I amable, 
the goods or 11s of this world 
loſe their name, and yield net 
either reliſh or diſtaſt. O my 
adored Jeſus ! let me love thee 

al- 
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always , becauſe from Eternity 
thou haſt loved me ; O ler me 
love thee onely gracious God, 
becauſe thou alone deſerveſt all 
my heart; always and onely 
ler me love thee,O Lord, fince 
always my hope 1s onely in 
chee. 


The PRAYER. 


God, whoſe gracious PYOUT- 

dence has particularly ov- 
dained the fþirit of Meebriils, 
to waſt us ſafely througl) the ty- 
bulent Sea of hk World, to tur 
Haven of Bliſs! Vouchſat', we 
beſeech thee, that the clety +xpe- 
rience we every day mabe oj our 
own weabneſs and vanity, may 
ſo diſpoſe us for this precious ver- 
tut, that our minds be never diſ- 
compoſed with paſſion, nor 0#7 
tongues break forth into violent 
exprgſſions, but our temper be at- 
ways preſerved, let the world flir 
how "twill about us, calm and 
regular, and as becomis thoſe, 
K 3 all 
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all whoſe powers ave poſſe with 
the Foys of Heav'n, and apt to 
feel in every thing onely the 
Sweet impulſes of hope and cha- 
rity through our Lord feſus 
Chriſt thy Son, who with thee, 
and the Holy Ghoft, lives and 
riigns one God world without 
end, Amen. 
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MEDITATION ['V. 
On the Creation. 


Gen. 1. I. In the beginning God 
created the heavens and the 
earth. 


Er us with reverence appear 
L before the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, and humble our ſelves in 
the preſence of his Glory : Let 
us bring forth our Pſalms of 
Praiſe, and fing with joy to our 
great Creator : He made us, 
hor we our ſelves, and freely 


Te 
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beſtowed npon us, all the reſt 
of his Creatures, to engage our 
hcarts to love his Goodnels, and 
admire the richcs of his infinite 
Bounty ; our bodies he framed 
of the duſt of the Earth, and 
gave us a Sonl after his own 
likeneſs ; a Soul which all crea- 
ted Nature cannot fril , nor any 
thing below his own 1mmentity. 
For himfclf he made us, and 
for his glorious Kingdom ; that 
we might dwell with him mn 
perfe& Bliſs, and-fing his Pral- 
les for ever. 
I 1. 

Too giorjous art thou, O 
Lord.in thy ſelf, and thy dire& 
Ray ſhines tov bright for our 
eycs; yet may we venture to 
praiſe thee 1n thy Works. and 
contemplate thee, at leaſt, re- 
fleted from thy Creatures : 1n 
them we may fatcly behoid our 
mighty Maker , and freely ad- 
mire the Magnificence of our 
God. Heaven and Earth are 
full of his Greatneſs : Hcaven 
K 4 and 
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and Earth were created by his 
Power : From him all the Hoſt 
of Heaven received their Be- 
ing; from him they have the 
honour ro afhſt jn his Pre- 
lence. 

ITL. 

He kindled warmth & bright 
neſs 1n the Sun, arid beauteouſly 
garniſhe the Firmament with 
Stars : He ſpread the Air, and 
ſtor'd it with flocks of Birds : 
He gather'd the Waters, and 
repleniſhr them with ſhoals of 
Fithes : He eſtabljſht the Earth 
on a firm Foundation, and rich- 
ly adorn'd it with 1nnumerable 
varieties: Every Element 1s 
fill'd with his Bleſſings, and all 
the World with his liberal Mer. 
cies; He ſpake the Word, and 
they were made; He Com- 
mands, and rhev are ſtill pre- 
ſerved : He Governs their Mo- 
tions in perfeet order, arid di- 
firthutes to each 1ts proper Ot- 
free; contriving the whole intro 
one yaſt Machin, a Spacious 
Theatre 
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Theatre of his own unlimited 
Greatneſs. 
I V. 

O glorious Archite& of Uni- 
verſal Nature ! who diſpoſeſt 
all things in number , weight, 
and meaſure ! How does thy 
Wiſdom engage us to admire 
thee ! how does thy Goodnels 
oblige us to love thee * Not for 
themſelves alone, O gracious 


| God , did thy Hand produce 


thoſe happy Spirits ; bur to 


| receive in charge thy little 


flock, and ſafely condudt them 
to the folds of Bliſs. Nor for 
themſelves at all, O Bounteous 
Lord, were the reſt of this huge 
Creation fram'd ; but to ſuſtain 
our lives in the way, and carry 
us on to our Erernal home. 


V. 

O may our Souls firſt praiſe 
thee for themſelves, and 1mploy 
their whole powers to 1mprove 
in thy Service ; oy we praiſe 
thee, O Lord, for all thy Gifs 3 


but infinitely above all, ſtill va- 
K 5g ſue 


P 
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lae the Giver : raay every blz(- 
ſing be a motive of Graritude, 
and every creature a ſtep of 
Approach rowards thee. So 
ſhall we faithfully obſerve their 
end, and happily at laſt arrive 
at ours; uſing them onely to 
entertain us here, till our Souls 
be prepar'd for the life of Hea- 
ven, till they become full ripe 
for thee ; and then fly away to 
thy Holy Preſence. 
VL 

How admirable 15 thy Name, 
O Lord, over all the Earth! 
how wiſe and gractous the 
Councels of thy Providence! 
After thou had'ſt thus prepar'd 
the World, as a houſe ready 
furniſhr for man to inhabit 
thy mighty Hand fram'd our 
Bodies of the duſt, and builr 
them 1n 2 ſhape of uſe and beau- 
ry : thou didſt breath 1nro us 
the Spirit of Life, and fit us 
with facultics proportioned ro 
our end ; thou gaveſt us a Soul 
£© govern our Bodies, and cn- 
ducd 
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dued us with Reaſon to Com- 
mand jn our Soul. Thou re- 
vealed'ſt to us a Law for the 1m- 
provement of or Reaſon, and 
enableſt us by thy grace to 09- 
ſerve that Law. 

VII. 

Thou mad'ſt us lords over all 
thy Creatures 3 bur l:tric 1nte- 
rivur to thy glorious Angels. 
Thou compelleſt whole Nature 
to ſerve us without Reward , 
and inviteft us ro love thee for 
our own Happineſs. Thou de- 
ſignedſt' us an age of pure de- 
lights, in that ſweet and fruirfy 
Garden : Where having led a 
long and pleaſant life, thou pro- 
miledſt ro tranſplant us to thine 
own Paradiſe. All this thou 
didſt, O glorious God, rite full 
poſleſſor of Univerſal bl1(s. 

VIII. 

Not for any need thou-hadfſt 
of us, or the leaſt advaniizze de- 
rive from our Letng : all this 
thou didſt, OC infinite Goodneſs, 
the libcral beſtower of whar- 


cre 
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ere ws ayer zot for any 
merit, a/as, of ours, or the leaſt 
motive we could offer ro 1n- 
m_ thee ; bur for thine own 
xce{hive Charitv,ana the meer 
inclination of thine own rich 
Nature ; Thar empty we might 
receive of rhe fulnſels , and be 
partakers of thy over-tlowing 
Bounty. 
TK 
So ſheds tie generous Sun 
his Beams, and freely ſcatters 
them on every fide ; gmding 
a | the World with his boun- 
reous Light, and kindly cheriſh- 
ing it with his fruitful Hear. 
And ſo dolt thou, and infinirely 
more, O thou God of infinite 
more perfections! $9 we con- 
feſs rhou doit ro us. But we, 
what return have we made to 
tice? have we contiderd well 
the end of our being, and farth- 
folly comp!y*.4 wit! thy purpoſe 
to ſave us? Ah wrerohed we! 
we neoicet thr Holy Rules, and 
govern our Actions oy chance 


an 
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and humour. We quite forget 
our God thar made us , and fill 
our heads with thoughts char 
undo us. 

X. 

Pardon, O gracious Lord, our 
paſt ingratitude, and mercifully 
direct our time to come; teach 
every paſſage of out yer-rema1- 
ing life , to expreſs an acknow- 
ledgement for thy mercies. O 
make our Senſes lubje& to our 
Reaſon , entirely obedient to 
thee : O make the whole Crea- 
tion conſpire to thy Honour 3 
and all that depend on thee, 
jovn together in thy praiſe : 
This is the onely praiſe thou 


 expedteſt from us, ahd the 


whole Honeurghou requireſt of 
chy Creatures. That by obſer- 
ving the Orders thou appoineeſt 
here, 1n this lower Region of 
metion and change, we may all 
grow up to be happy hereatcer, 
11 that State of Permanency 
ard Etcrnal reſt, 

XI. 


On tht Creation. 


X1. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, 
and all that is within me bleſs 
his Holv Name. Worthy art 
thou, O Lord our God, to re- 
cetve glory, and honour, and 
power ; becauſe thou halt cre- 
ared all rhings, and for thy will 
they are and were created. The 
boundleſs Ocean of being could 
not contain his ſtreams , but 
over-flowed upon pure nothing, 
and behold a hecautious world 
appear'd. Heaven and Earth, 
and all therein,from the higheſt 
Angel, to the leaſt grain of 
duſt ; alrogerher the moſt per- 
fet participation of his Eſ- 
fence : he ſpake the word, and 
they were made z, he but com- 
OT and they were crea- 
ee 
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The PRAYER. 


Almighty God , the onely 

wiſe and good Creator of 
the Univerſe, who mad(t all Cor- 
poreal Nature for the uſe of Man, 
and Man for his own ſeicity ; 
enlarge our Souls, we beſeech 
thee, humbly to admire and adore 
thy infinite fulneſs of being in thy 
ſelf, and thy immenſe liberality 
of is to us, and mercifully carry 
on the whole Creation to its 
end; vouchſafing ſo to order all 
thy Creatures about ns, by thy 
grace, that thty may attain their 
perfetilion in duely ſerving us, 
and we ours in eternally enjoying 
thee, through our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt thy Son, and ouy alone 
Saviour and Redeemer, Amen. 
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MtbiTaTion V. 
Or the Divine Perfefiions. 


March. s. 48. Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Fatber 
which us in Heaven us perſtth. 


Ome, let us ſing the praiſes 

of our God, and joyfully 
recite his Divine Ferfe&ons : 
his Being is of himſelf alone, 
and no dependance his Eternal 
Eſſence knows. His knowledge 
fathoms the extent of all things, 
and his power commands them 
as he pleaſes. His Goodneſs is 
ſupreammly infinite , and all his 
glorious Attributes tranſcen- 
dently adorcable, Come, let 
us fing the praiſes of our God, 
and joyfully recye his Divine 
Perfe&tions. He 15 the ſource 
of all felicity , eternally full of 
his own unchangeable bliſs. Be- 
foe 


On th 
fore t! 
when 
hgh, 
{ane 
Heav 
Gor 
the | 
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fore time began, he was ; and 
when the Sun muſt loſe its 
light, his day will remain the 
{aine for ever. The Heaven of 
Heavens js the Palace of his 
G.oty, and all Created Nature 
the tubje&t of his Dominion. 
In his preſence the brighteſt 
Seraphims cover their faces, 
and all the bleſſed Spirits bow 
down their heads to his foot- 
ſtool, 
TI. 

Core, let us ſing aloud the 
Prerogatives 6f our God, and 
ſtretch out iitmoſt thoughts tos 
exalt his Greatneſs. Bur, O 
moſt glorious and dreadful Dei- 
Ph how dare we wretches un- 

ertake thy praiſe ! how dare 
our ſ1n-polluted lips protioufice 
thy Name; or where ſhall we 
teek expreſſions fit for thee ? 
All we can ſay is nothing to 
thy unſpeakable Excellencies ; 
all we can think, bur a faint 
ſhadow of thy unconceivable 
beauties; even the voice of 
An- 
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Angels 1s too low to reach thy 
worth ; and their higheſt ſtrains 
fall infinitely ſhort of thee ; on- 
ly in this ſhall thy ſervants re- 
joyce, and all the powers of our 
Souls be glad , Thar thy ſelf a- 
lone art thine own full praiſe z 
be to thy ſelf thine own glo- 


ry. 
ITT. 

Live our great God, eternal- 
ly 1ncompaſt with the beams 
of thine own inacceſſible light, 
live our Ador'd Creator, and 
Reign for ever on tl Throne 
of thine own immortal King- 
dom. All thy ways , © Lord, 
are mercy and wiſdom, and all 
thy Councels tend to our hap- 
pineſs; elſe were our being all 
at once, as it ſhall be in the next 
eternal Life. . Our fins would 


have here no power to be re- 
pented, and then, alas, how 
deſperate were we ! we who 
are born in the way to miſery ; 
and unleſs we change, can ne- 
ver be happy. 


we, who ſo of- 
ten 


, 
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ren wilfully go aſtray, and, un- 
leſs we return, muſt periſh for 
ever. 

I' V. 

My God, ſince thou art ne- 
ver abſent from us, ler us be al- 
ways preſent with thee ; let us 
g0 up to thy Throne above, and 
there contemplate and admire 
thy glory. -Every-where let us 
ſeek ro meet thee; every-where 
let us delight to find thee. All 
our wants let us ſpread before 
thee ; all our petitions let us 
offer to thee, Thou willingly 
inclineſt thy gracious ear to the 
prayers that come from a fer- 
vent heart; thou lov'ſt to hear 
us treat of Heaven, as if we 
made it our bufineſs indeed to 
go thither. 

Va 

All other things we muſt ask 
with ſubmiſſion ro thee , ſmce 
we know not abſolutely what's 
good for our ſelves z but thy 
eternal joys we may beg with- 
out reſtraint; and urge and 
prels 
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preſs for thy affiſtance to gain 
them, Heaven we may wiſh 
without the check of retignatt- 
on; Heaven we may pray for 
without fear of 1mportunity, 
O wiſe and gracious Lord ! 
whate're thou doſt, thy love 1n- 
tends it all for the good of thy 
ſervants : if thou defer'ſt ſome- 
times to grant our requeſts, 'tis 
onely 1n charity to make us re- 
peat them. 
VL 
That we may feel more ſcn- 
ſibly our own poverty , and be 
ſtronglier convinc'd of our de- 
pendence on thee; that we 
may prattice our hope, while 
we long expe ; and increaſe 
our gratitude, when we receive 
at laſt ; that we may learn this 
ſure and happy skill of working 
If our Souls the vertues we dc- 
fire, by often renewing thoſe 
very defires, till themſelves 
become even the graces we 
ſeek. 
VIE. 
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VIT. 


But O tmprovident = ; got 


unwilling to ay are moſt 
us always , [l of us ney 
times ! how 4o our Prayers 
ſeem long and tedious, and half 
an hour quite tire our Patience ! 
how are we flow to begin, and 
ſwifr to make an end! how 
heavy while they are ſaying and 
glad when they are fad * yer 
{lure no cafier work, than to ask 
what we want; no cheaper 

urchaſe, rhan to have for as» 
ing : ſure no tweeter pleaſure 
than to converſe with God, nor 
greater profic than to gatn his 
favour. Still we have new 
tranſprefſions to confeſs, and 
ſhall never, alas, want infirmi- 
ries to lament. 

VIIL. 

Ofren,O dreadful Lord,when 
we ſpeak to thee , we do not fo 
much as hear our ſelves; ofren 
we purſue 1mpertinenc objedts, 
and our careleſs thoughts con- 
tradi our words, Bur © thou 
Bleſ(- 


a 
"—— — > 
- 
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Bleſſed end of all our labours, 
and onely Center of all our 
wiſhes ! do thou reclaum all our 
wandring fancies, and guide 
and fix them to attend thy 
Service. Night and day let us 
call on thee, and never ceaſe 
knocking at the doors of thy 
Palace : Let no delay” diſcou- 
rage our nope, nor even refu- 
ſal deſtroy our confidence. 
I X. 

But let this firm Foundation 
ſtill (uſtain us, and on this let 
our peace be ſtabliſhr for ever. 
What's truly neceſſary thy 
Goodneſs will nor deny, the 
reſt our obedience ſubmits to 
thy pleaſure. If we beg grace 
for victory over our paſſions, 
let us conſtantly ſtrive to refiſt 
their aſſaults. Let us wiſely 
foreſee our particular dangers, 
and uſe the proper weapon a- 
gainſt every Sin. To obrain the 
gift of Charity, we muſt mort1- 
fe our ſenſes, and immediately 
fly the leaſt thadow of tempra- 


mon, 
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tion. In vain we approach thy 
holy Table , 1f we come noe 
with a due prepared heart. 


Thou ſhutreſt thy . Ears to 
our loudeſt Prayers, 1f we open 
not ours to the voice of the 
Poor. Thou denr'{t to pardon 
our Treſpaſſes againſt thee, un- 
leſs we already have forgiven 
our enemies. O the extream 
Bentgnity of our glorious God ! 
who treats with his Creatures 
on cqual terms ; who deals no 
otherwiſe with us miſerable 
wretches, than we our ſelves 
Commerce one with another. 
He promiſes to give us the 
ſame meaſure we give our 
Neighbours , and performs 1n- 
comparably more then he pro- 
miſes : Preft down, and ſhaken 
rogether, and- running over, 1n- 
to the Boſomes of them that 
love him. 

X I. 

Such, O my God, 1s the 

Eounty of thy Goodneſs, and 


DS 
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no leſs che Patience of thy ge- 
nerous Hand. Thou holdeſt thy 
Bleſſings hovering o're our 
heads , ſtill watching the time 
when we are -fit to receive 
them ; then thou 1mmediately 
ſend'ſt them down upon us, to 
enter our hearts, and dwell 
with us for ever. Even that 
very Temper, which thus dif- 
poſes us, entirely depends on 
the favour of thy Providence. 
Every condition thou requireſt 
on our part, being nothing el(c 
bur thine own free Gift, Thy 
mercy alone is the Fountain of 
all our bleſſings; and in what 
channel ſoever they flow to us, 
they ſpring from thee. Thou 
art the God of Nature and Rea- 
ſon; thou art the God of 
Grace and Religion. Give, 
gracious God,- what thou art 
pleaſed to command, and then 
command what thou pleaſeſt, 


The 


he 
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The PRAYER. 


My Soul, what canſt thou 

wiſh for more ? Behold,thy 
gracious Lord offirs thee to chuſt 
what thou wilt, aud promiſes to 
give thee what thou chuſeſt. 0 
infinite GooMe(s ! 'tis thy ſelf a- 
loaze I chuſe ; thou art my onely 
happineſs for ever. I ſte my Por- 
tion hereafter depends on my 
choice here; but my cheaict, O 
Lord, depends on thee: Guide 
me with thy baly Grace,- that I 
withdraw my affettions from all 
vain and periſhable Creatures , 
and fix them entirely on the en- 
joyments of thee my lord, and 
my God, and my tternal felici- 


ty. 
II. 
Send down, O thou God of our 
Fathers, and Lord of Mency ! 
ſend down thy Wiſdom from thy 
Holy Heaven, and from the Stat 
of thy Greatneſs, to be in us, and 
labour with xs, and teach ws 
L what. 
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what is acceptable to thee : That 
we may bnow ony end, and wiſt- 
ly chaſe our way; and order all 
our ations to onr true felichty. 
Our thoughts are fearful , and 
our prudence unctrtain 3; wo 
ſears conjecture the things that 
are on Earth, and find without 
pains the things that are in fight * 
Give us, O Lord, the Wiſdom that 
aſſiſts at thy Throne , and reqotÞ 
ws not from amongſt thy Chil 
dren. 
TII. 

Deliver us, O Lord, from 7t- 
lapſing into the ſins we bave ve- 
pented, the fins we have fo often 
rromiſed to amend : deliver us 
from all malice and enmity with 
ar Neighbours 5 and from of- 
priſſing tlie poor, who have none 
to defend thim: then may we 
confidently expect toy protection, 
if ne ſmut thee, and love one a- 
nother. Thon «rt our [trength, O 
Lord, whom ſhall we fear ? Tho 
a»t or Salvation, of what (hail 
437 be 2ſhaid 7? Nothing can burt 

us, 
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us, but aur own wicious deſires ; 
nothing can endanger us, but diſ- 
abedience to our Gad. O let ws 
conſider well our fteps, and wal 

Sowely, that his rod and bis tf 
may tver comfort us, and bring us 
at laſs to his Heavenly Kingdom. 


., MER» 
» 
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Of the Divine Love. 


Rom. 8. 38, 39. For I am pry 
ſwaded , that neither death, 
nor life, nor Angels, nor prin- 
cipalities, nor powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to 
come, nor height, nor depth, 
2or any other Creature, ſhall be 
able ta ſeparate us from the 
love of God, which is in Chriſt 
Feſus our Lord. 


I: 
Er us now conſider,O Lord, 
L our God ; let us thankfu!- 


L 2 ly 


”y 


24> Of Dine Lot, 
ly remember what thou art to 
ws: thon art the great begtn- 

;ng of our nature and glorious 
end of all our aRions : thou awe 
the over-t! lowing ſource from 
whence we ſpring, ard the 1m- 
menſe Ocean intro which we 
rend. Thou art the free be- 
ſtower of all we poſſeſs, and 
fairhful promifer of all we hope: 
thou art the ſtrong ſuſtd1ner of 
our lives, and ready deliverer 
from all our enemies. Thou 
art the merciful {courger of our 
Sins , and bwnteous rewarder 
of our Obedience; Thou arr 
che Condudter of our Pilgri- 
mage, and the cternal reſt of 
Our iwearicd Souls. 

I T. 

Such words, alas, our narrows 
nets 1s conſtrained to vſe, when 
we cndeavour to ſpeak thy 
Bountics, Waidcr a little can 
our thoughts extend , yet 1itt- 
mtely | lets than the leaſt of thy 
Mercies. Tel! us ry ſelf, one 
eord of thine expreſſes more, 


than 


— 
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than all the eloquence of Men 
and Angels : tell us thy ſelf, O 
thou mild Inſtrudter of the Tg- 
norant ! what thou art to us. 
Say to our Souls , thou art our 
Salvation ; but ſay 1t ſo, that we 
may hear thee : gladly will we 
run after the ſound of thar 
Voice, and hope by following 
It to find our thee. 

TIL. 

When we have found thee 
once, O theu Joy of our hearts? 
never let us loic thy fight again; 
never let us turn our eyes from 
thee ; but ſteadily fix chem on 
thy gloriovs Face. Suffer us 
not to go, till thou haſt given us 
thy bleſſing 3 and then-1nay thy 
bleſſing bind vs faſter to thee. 
To know thee, O Lord, 1s the 
higheſt Learning 3 and *ro ſce 
thy face, the onely Happineſs. 
To know our ſelves is the trucft 
Wiſdom, and to fee our own 
Poverty the ſafeſt Riches, 


L 3 Let 


242 Of Drvine Love. 
I 'V. 

Ler us now conſider, O Lord 
our God ! ler .vs humbly re- 
member what we are to thee. 
We who, alas, are nothing 1n 
our ſelves, what can we be to 
thy 1mmenfity ? thou who art 
all chings in thine own rich ſelf, 
what canſt thou receive from 
our poverty? This onely we 
are to thee, O great Creator, the 
unthankful obje&t of all thy 
Bounties : this onely we are to 
thee, O dear Redeemer ! rhe 
unworthy canſe of all thy Suffe- 
rings. Guilty we commitred 
the Crime, and thou wirh thine 
Innocency undertook'ſt tt. We 
went aſtray from the path of 
Life,and thy mercy ca!ne down 
from Heaven to feck us : to ſeek 
us 1n the Wilderneſs wiere we 
had loſt our ſelves, and bring us 
home to the Ditcipline of thy 
Love. 

V. 

Lord, what are we.that thou 

ſhould'ſt thus regard ſuch you 
a 
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and vile, and 1nconfiderable 
Wretches ! What can ovr good- 
will avail thy blits, that wich 
ſo many Charms thou woo'lt us 
to love thee! What can cur 
malice prejudice thy Content, 

that thou threarneft ſo violeir- 
ly if we love thee nor ! 1s there 
Perhaps not miſery enough In 
living deprived of thy bliſcful 
Love? Yes, yes, dear Lord, 

and that thou knew'ſt, at d 
that's rhe onely cauſe which 

mov'd thy Goodneſs ro cout 
our aftcitions. 

VE. 

Thou knew'ſt we clfe would 
calt away cur fclves by doring 
on the follies of this. decercfyl 
Workd. Thou knew'ft che dan- 
ger of our wilfe} nature ; and 
therefore ftriv ſt, by greareſt: 
fears and greateſt hopes, and ail 
the wileſt arts of love and boun- 
ty,. to draw us to thy (lf, atid 
endow ns with thy Kingdom. 
Unhappy we ! whoſe froward- 
neſs requireſt ſo ſtrange procee- 
L 4 ding, 


244 Of Divine Love. 


ding, to force upon us our own 
Salvation. 


py yet more, that our Lord, 


who thus favours us now , will | 


at even given us himſelf, 
VIL 


Lord, without thee what's all 


the World ''to ys , but a flying 
dream of bufie Vanities? Ir 

romiſes indeed a Paradiſe of 
Iifs ; bur all 1t performs 1s an 
empty cloud. Thine are the 
Joys that ſhine fixt as the Stars, 
and make the onely foltd Hea- 
ven. Lord, without thee, what 
are wet9 our ſelves, but the 
wretched cauſes of our own 
ruine ? we, till thou givſt be- 
ing, were purely nothing ; 


more remoy*d from happineſs, | 


than the miſerableſt of ry 
Creatures. Now thou haſt made 
us, we wholly depend on thee, 
and pcriſh immediately if thou 
forſake us. 

VHE 


Happy we, whoſe © 
wants have met ſo kind a Hand, | 
that needed but our emptineſs | 
ro engage him to fill us. Hap- 


—_ — 
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VIIL 
Thou,withour us,art the ſarge 
all-glorious F lence, being full of 
thy own eternal Felicity z with- 
out us, thy Royal Throne ſtands 
bem for ever ; z and all the pow- 
ers of Heaven obey thy plea- 
ſures. Pity, O gracious Lord, 
our 1mperfe& nature, whoſe c- 
very circumſtance 1s ſo contra- 
ry tothine. Thou dwelleſt a- 
bove 1n the Manſions of glory, 
and we below in houſes of clays 
chou art immortal, and thy day 
ourt-lives all time : | we cvery 
moment go downwards to our 
grave. Thouart immenſe, and 
thy preſence fills the Heavens; 
bur the greateſt of us, alas, how 
little are we ! Two yards of air 
contain us while we live, and a 
few ſpans of carth ſufhce us at 


| our dcath. 


I X, 

When, O my God, ſhall theſe 
diſtances meet togerher ? When 
will theſe extremities embrace 
each other? We know they 
L 4 once 
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once were miraculouſly joyn'd, 
in the Sacred perſon of thy E- | 
ternal Son, when the King of | 
Heaven ſtoop: down to Earth, 
and grafted into his own perſon 
the nature of man. We hope | 
they once again ſhall be happ1- 
ly united jn the bliGful viſion 
of thy gloricus ſelf : When the 
Children of the earth ſhall be 
exalred to Heaven, and made | 

artakers of thy Divine nature, | 

ut are there no means for us 
here below ? O thou infinitely 
high and glorious God ! 1s there 
no ways to approach towards 
thee, and diminiſh, ar leaſt, this 
uncomfortable diſtance ? None 
but the way of holy Love; 
which none can attain, but by 
thy free Gift. 

X, 

Nor muſt we finners dare to 
ask thou ſhould'ſt love us, being 
finitely unworthy to be cal- q 
led thy ſervants : Rather let us 
humbly beg the grace we may 
love thee, who art fo many 
ways 


"O_—_—_——n—R©— 
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ways worthy of more than ovr 
hearts. Aud yet, © deareſt 
Lord , unleſs thou firſt love rs 
and (weerly draw us by thy gen- 
the hand, never ſhall we be 6 
happy as to love thee; nor 
never happy unleſs we love 
thee. O boumteous God! to 
all thy favours add this one, of 
making vs cfteem thee above 
them all. Be thou co us our 
God and all things, and make 
us nothing in our own eycs, 
Be thou our whole everlaſting 
delight, and ler nothing elſe be 
any thing to us. Vanity of va- 
nities all 1s vanity, but che love 
of God, and hope to enjoy 

um. 
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The PRAYER. 


God, who alone art all in 

' all things to- us, and to 
whom we are nothing but writ- 
ched ovjetts of thy buunty; 
which the move it flows upon #5, 
the more we tyutly feel our own 
pure emptineſs. and want of it-- 
increaſe, - we humbly beſeech thee, 
this bappy ſinſe in thy ſervants, 
by. the experience we every day 
have, bow unſatisfabiory this 
world ts: aud grant, that find- 
3:2 it ordained by ther, to breed 
and widen, not fi our capaci- 
tits we may mate this onely iſe 
of all thy Creatures here, to.raiſt 
and heighten our defires of thy 
infinite ſelf jn Eternity, through 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt thy Son, 
and our alone Saviour, who with 
thee and the Holy Ghoſt lives and 
yetgns,, one God world withant 
4. Amen. 


of 
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By E. I. Eſquire. 


| 
He Grecian Muſe has all 
their Gods ſurviv'd; 
Nor Jove at us, nor Phoebus 4s 
arriv'd, 
Frail Deities , which firſt the 
Potts madt, 
And then invok'd to give theit 
fancies aid ! 
Tit if they ſtil divert us with 
their rage, 
What may be bep'd for in a better 
Ape ? 
WWher not from Helicon's imagi- 
ned ipring, 
But Sacred Writ, we borrom 
what we ſing : 
This with the Fabrich of the 
world begun, 
Elder than Light, axd ſhall 6ut- 
laſt the Sutts 
IL 
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IT, 
Befo?t this Oracle, (like Dagon) 
ail 


The falſe pretenders , Delphes, 
Hammon, fall ; 

Long ſince deſþis'd, and ſilent 
t hey afford, 

Hnzour,and Triumph, to th' E- 
ternal word. 

ITI. 

As latt Philoſophy our Globe has 
grac'd, 

Ana yowling earth among the 
Planets plac'd, 

So has this Boob entitFd us to 
Hearn, 

And rults to gaide us to that 
Manſion giv'n, 

Tells the Conditions, how ow 
peace was made, 

And vs or plidge, for the griat 
Authors aid. 

#his powtr in Natures ampler 
Book we find, 

But the leſs Volume do's expreſs 
his mind. 


I'V, 


Ss 


=. 
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I V. | 

This light anhnown, bold Epi- 
curus taught, 

That his bleft gads vonchſafe ws 
not a thought ; 

But wntancrywe, lit all below 
them ſlide, 

As Fortue 00" 3,011 Humane Wiſ- 
dom, guide. 


Religion thus remov'd, the ſutred 


yobe, 

And band of all ſociety is brobe : 

What uſe of Oxths, of Promiſe, or 
of Teſt, 

Where men regard no God bat It 
tereſt ? 

What endleſs War would jealous 
Nations teart, 

If none above, did witniſs what 

- thay fwvear ? 

Sad fate of undttievers, (and yet 
juRt,) 

Among themſiluts ts find fb little 
truſt ! 

Were Scripture ſilent, Nature 
world proclaim, 

without a God, our falſhovd an1 

eur (hame. VI, 
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VI. 
Fo know 0ur thoughts, the objett 
of bis eyes, 
Fs the firſt ſep t'wards being 
good, or wiſe; 
For thi ,with judgment we on 
things refecd, 
Our will determines, not 04) #1- 
tekeft 1 
Slaves to their paſſion , reaſon 
men imploy, 
Only to compaſs what they Þ ould 
enjoy 3 
His jear, to guard us from our 
ſelves, we need, 
And ſacred Writ, our Reaſon do's 
exceed. 
VII. 
For tht Heav'n ſhews the Olory 
of the Lord, 
Yet ſomething ſhines more glori- 
045 iz bis Word. 
His Mercy this ( which all bis 
works excels) 
Mis tender binaneſs, and compaſ- 
ſoon tells, 
whilſt we, inform'd by that Cele- 
fital Book, : 


ﬀ 
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Into the bowels of our Maker 
look. 
VIIK 
Love there reveal d, which never 
all have ena 
Nor had beginning , ſhall our 
Song commend, 
Deſcribe it ſelf, and warm us 
with that flame, 
Which firſt from Heav'n, to make 
as happy, came. 
I'X 


The fear of Hell, or aiming to bt 
bleſt, 

Savours too much of private in- 
tereſt 3 

This mov'd not Moſes, nor the 
zealous Paul, 

who for their friends, abandon's 
Soul and all : 

A greater yet, from Heav'n, to 
Hell deſcends, 

To ſave, and make his Entmits 
his friends : 

hat line of praiſe can fathom 
ſuch a love, 

which reacht the loweſt bottom 
from above ? 

7be 
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Tht Royal Prophet that extinded 
Grace, 

From Heav'n to Earth meaſur d 
but half that (pact ; 

The Law was rignanmt and ton- 
fin'd bis thought, 

Hell was not conquer'd, when 
that Poit wrott; 

Heaw'n was ſcarct haatd df, un- 
Hl be came down, 

To mabt te Region, white Love 
triumph's known. 


That early Love, of Creatures yet 
uimadt, 

Ts frame the world th Almigh- 
ry did perſwade 

For love it was that firſt created 
light, 

Mov'd on the waters , chats 4- 
Tay the night 

From the rude Chads, aud be- 
ſtow'd new grace 

On things diſp»9d of, to ther 
proper place 3 

Some to reſt here , and ſome to 
ſhine above, 

Earth, Sea, and Heaven, were 

all th effects of love. And 
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And love would be returi'd, but 
there was none 

That to theaſtlues, of others yet 
were buown ; 

Xl. 

The world a palace was, without 
4 Gueft, 

Til one apptars that muſt excell 
the reſt. 

One like the Author, whoſe capa- 
cious mind 

Might by the glorious work, the 
Maber find, 

Might meaſute Htav'y, and give 
eath flar 2 name, 

With art and courage tbe rough 
Ocean tame ; 

Over the Globe, with ſwelling 
ſails might gd, 

And that *tis round, by bis Expe- 
rience bnow. 

Makes ſtrongeſt beaſts obedient * 
t9 his will, 

And ſtrove his uſt, the fertile 
earth to till. 

XITL. 

When by his word, God had ac- 
gompliſht all, 

Mat 
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A;an to create, be did a Coun- 
il call; 

Inploy'd bis band , to give the 
duft be took 

A __ figure and maneftick 
look ; 

With bis own breath, convey'd in- 
to bis brea(s 

Life and a Soul, ht to command 
the ret, 

Worthy alone to celebrate bis 
Name, 

For ſuch a Gift, and tell from 
whence it came ; 

Birds ſing bis Praiſes jn a wilder 
note, 

But not with laſting numbers, 
and with thought : 


Mans great Pretogatiut ;, but a- | 


bove all 
His Grate abounds, in his new 
Favourites fall. 
XIIT, 
Tf he create, it is a World be 
makes ; 
Tf be be angry, the Creation 
ſhakes ; 
From 


Fr 


NH 


be 
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From his quſt Wrath, our guilty 
Payents fled, 

He curft the Earth, but bruis'd 
the Serpents brad. 

Amid(t the tor, his b:auty did 
exceed, 

In the rich Promiſe,of the Virgins 
Seed. 

T6 juſlice death, as ſatisfaltion 
Crates, 

Love finds away to pluck 1s from 
0uY graves, 

MEV. 

Not willing terror ſhould his 
Image movt, 

He gives a pattern of Eternal 
lute ; 

His Sou deſcends to treat 4 
Peace with thoſe, 

Which were, and muſt have eviy 
been his foes ; 

Poor he became, and lift bis glo- 
ri0us Seat, 

To mabt us humble, and to make 
15 great. 


His buſineſs here, was bappineſs 
to pitt, 
To 
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Ta thoſe, whoſe malice could na8 
let kim live : 

Legians of Angels which be 
might baut us d, 

For - Vs toperiſh, berk 
jas'd. 

V/hile they ſiood ready to prevent 
hs loſs, 

Love took him up , and nay{'d 
him to the Cyoſs. 

Immortal love, Which in bis 
bowels rtign'd, 

Tha# we might be by ſuch a love 
conſtrain'd 

To make riturn of lave, upon this 
Pole, 

Our duty dots, and our Religion 
Role. 

To love, is to believe, to bopty to 
know, 

'Tis an Eſſay, a taſit of Htav'n 
velow. 


XV. 
He to proud Patentates would 
not be bnown 3 
Of thaſe that lou'd him, be was 
hid from nont 1 


Till 
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Till loue appear, we line 3n an- 
xious doubt ; 
But ſmozk will vanih, when that 
flame breaks out. 
Fnis ks the fire, that would c0n- 
ſame ouy drofs, 
Refine and make vs vicher by tt 
laſs. 
XVI. 
Could we ſorbeay difputes , ara 
pr z6tice love, 
VVe ſhould agree as Angels do 4- 
bowe, 
Vi/here love prilides, not wice a» 
lone dd's find 
N1 entrance there, Unt Verties 
ſtay behind : 
Both Faith and Hopt, and all tht 
meaney tran 
f moral vertutrs at the door r2- 
1.42 iny 
Love onely enters, as a Native 
thre . 
For korn in Hliawv'n, it do's bat 
ſojourn bere. 
XYIE 
Ft that alons,, word wilt and 
mighty It, 
Com- 
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Commanas that others love as 
well as he, 
Love as be low'd, how can we 
ſoar ſo high ? 
He can add wings, when be 
commanas to fly 
Nor (hould we be with this Com- 
mand diſmay'd, 
He that Example guts will give 
his aid; 
For be took fleſh, that where bis 
precepts fail, 
His prattice as a pattern may 
prevail z 
His love at once, and dread in- 


ſtruts our thought, 

As man be ſuffer d , and as God 
he taught ; 5 

VVill for the deed he takes, we 
may with eaſe 

Obedient be, for af we love, we 


leaſe. 
"oy VIIE. 
VVeak tho' we ave, to lout is no 
hard task, 
And wink wh love , 3s all that 
Hearn ao's ah. 
Love, 
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* Love, that would all men juſt, 
and temperate mabe ; 

Kind to themſtlves, and others 
for his ſabe, 

'Tis with our minds 5 as with 4 
fertile ground, 

VVanting this love, thiy muſt 
with weeds abound : 

Unruly paſſions, whoſe efſets ave 
worſe 

Ty1as tnorns & thiſiles fpringing 
from the Curſe. 

X 1X. 

To Glory Man or Miſery us 
boyn ; 

Of bus proud for, the Envy oy the 
Scorn, 

Wretched be is, or happy in ex- 
fream; 

Baſe in himſelf, but great wn 
Heav'ns theem. 

With love , of all created things 
the beſt ; 

Without it, more pernicious thas 
the veſt. 

XX. 

For greedy VVolues unguarded 

Sheep devour 
M But 


l 
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But while their bunger laſts, and 
then gtve o've- 

Man's bounaliſs avarice, his 
want exceeds, 

And on his Neighbours round 4+ 
bout him feeds ; 


His Pride and vain Anibition © 


art ſo vaſt, 
That deluge like, they lay whole 


Nations waſt. 

Debaxrches and exceſs (tho' with 
leſs noiſe) 

As great a portion of Mankind 
deſtroys. 

The Beaſts and Monſitrs Hercu- 
les oppreſt, 

Might in that age, ſome Provin- 
ces infeſt. 


Theſe more deftrulive Monſters , 


are th:bane 

Of every age, and in all Nations 
reign 2 

But foon would end, if the 
VVorld were bleſt 

VV:th Sarred love, by #bich 
* they a: 4 repreſte 


ee 
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XXI, 
Impendent death, and guilt that 
threatens Hill, 
Are dreadful gueſts, which here 
with mortals awell, 
And a vext Conſcience mingling 
with their joy 
Thoughts of deſþair., do's theiv 
. whole life annoy : 
But love appearing, all thoſe ter- 
rours fly, 
VVt live contented, and conten- 
ted dit; 
They in whoſe breft , this ſacred 
love bas place, 
Death as & paſſage to their joy 
Imbrace. 
XXIL 
Clouds and thick vapours which 
obſcure the day, 
The Sun's viftorious beams may 
chaſe away 3 
Thoſe which our life corrupt, and 
darken, love 
The nobler Star , muſt from the 
Soul remove ; 
Spots are obſery'd in that which 
bounds the year, 


M 2 This 
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This brighter Sun moves In 4 
boundleſt fphear, 

Of Hearn the joy, the glory and 
the light, 

Shines among Angels , and ad- 
mits no nigbt. 

XXIIL 

This Iron Agt, ſo fraudulent and 

bald, 


Touch d with that love, wotld 
be an age of gold ; 

Not as they fain'd, that Oabs 
ſhould baney drop, 

Or Land ngleted bear an un- 
Jown Crop ; 


Love would mabe all things taſte, 
ſafe, and cheap 

None for himſelf, would eithty 
Sow or Reap. 

Our ready help, and mutual love 
would yield, 

A nobler harveſt, than the vichiſt 
field; 

Famine and dearth , cnnfiwd to 
CrrbIMM Barks, 

Ext-rded are, by barrenniſs of 
biarts; 

Lome 


' 
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Som pine for want, while others 
ſurfeit now ; 

But then we ſhould the uſe of 
plenty bnow z 

Love would betwixt the rich 
and needy (tand, 

And ſpread Heav'ns bounty with 
an equal band ; 

At once the givers and receivers 
bleſs, 

Encreaſt their joy , and make 
their ſufferings leſs 

XXIV. 

Viſho for bimſelf no Miracle 
would make, 

Diffync'd with Nature, for the 
proples ſaber. 

He that long faſting would ng 
wonder ſhow, 

Made Loaves and Fiſhes, as they 
eat them, gow, 

Of all his power, which boundleſ 
was above, 

Hire he us'd none, but to expreſs 
his love ; 

And ſuch a love, woxld make our 
joy exceed, 

Not 
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Not when our 'own, but other 

mouths we ſeed. 
XXY. 

Laws would be uſeleſs, which 
rude Nature awes 1 

Love changing Nature, would 
prevent the Laws. 

Tygers and Lions into dens wt 

thru, 

But milder Creatures with thetr 
freedom truſt : 

Devils are chain'd, and tremble, 
but the Spouſe, 

No force but Love, nor bond but 
Bounty knows. 

Men, whom we now ſo fiercouand 
dangerous ſee, 


we 


Would Guardian Angels to tach 


other be. 
Such wonders can this mighty 
Love perform, 
Vultures to doves, wolves into 
lambs transform. 
XXVI. 
Tove, what Iſaiah prophecy'd, 
can do, 
Exalt the valleys, lay thi moun- 
Fains low; 
Hum- 


am—_— 
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Humble the loſty, the dejefied 
raiſe, 
Smooth and mabe firtight, our 
rough and croobed ways. 
Love, ſtrong as death , and libe 
it levels all, 
VVith that poſſeſt , the great in 
title fall 3 
Themſelves efteem , but equal to 
che leaſt, 
V/hom Heat'n with that bigh 
 Charatter has bleſt. 


This love, the Center of out union, 


can 

Alone beſtow compleat repoſe on 
AMan ; 

Tame his wild appetite , make 
inward peace, 

And ſorreign firiſe amang the 
Nations ce aſt ; 

XXVII 

No Martial Trumpet ſhould di- 
fturb our ret, 

Nor Princes arm , thi to ſubdze 
the Eaft ; 

VV here for the Tomb, ſo many 
Heroes taught 

M 4 By 
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By thoſe that guided their Deve- 
tion, fougbt. 

Thrice bapyy we | could wt libe 
ardour have, 

To gain his love, as thty to win 
his Grave. 

Love as be lod, a love ſo uncon- 
find, 

Witn arms extended, to n- 
brace mankind. 

Stif-love wou'd ceaſe, or be dila> 
ted, when 

V Ve (hould bebold, as many ſelfs 
as Men, 

All of one Family, in Blood all 
tyd 


His precious Bloow, that for oxr 

ranſom dy'd. 
XXYVTIII. 

Thi the Creation , ſo Divine!y 
taught, 

Such a lively Image in owr 
thought, 

And the farit fhark of new crea- 
ted lieht ; if 

From Chaos ſtruck, affeits our 
priſent ſight : h 
$ 


Of Divine Love, 26S 


we | T et the firit Chriſtians did eſteem 


like 


Win 


g 


\ 


more bleft 
The day of riſing, than the day of 
ret ; 


That tutry weeh might new oc+ 
caſion give, 

To make bis triumph in their me- 
mory live. 

Then let our Muſe compoſe a ſt 
cred Charm, 

To keep bis Blood among us ever 
warm, 

And ſinging, as the blefſed ds &- 
bout, 

VV ith our laſt breath dilate this 
flame of Love. 

XXIX. 

But on ſo vaſt a ſubjeft, who can 
find, 

VYVords that may teach th Idea's 
of bis mind ? 

Our Language ſails, or if it could 
ſupply, : 
VV hat mortal thought ca? raiſe 

it ſelf ſo high ? 
Defpairing here we might aban- 


don art, 
M 5 And 
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And onely hope to have it in on? 
heart ; 

But though we find this ſacred 
tas too hard, 

Tet the deſign, th endeavour 
brings reward ; | 
The Contemplation do's ſufpend 

our wor, 
And makes a truce with all the 
Hls we bnow. 
XXK. 
As ns afflited Fpirit from the 


dun 

Of David's harp a preſent ſolace 
ound ; 

So on this theam while wt our 
muſe engage, 

No wounds are felt of fortune or 
of age : 

On Divine Love to meditate is 
peace, 

And mabes all care of meaner 
things to ceaſe. 

XXXIT. 
__ at once and comforted ts 


x 
A op power ſo infinitely 
WP 
: The 
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The Soul contending to that 
light to fly 

From her dark Cell, we praffice 
how to aye ; 

Imploying thus the Poets winged 
art, 


* To teach this Love, and grauvt it 


in our heart. 
XXXIIL. 

Foys ſo compleat, ſo ſolid and ſt» 
vere, 

VVould leave no yoo for meanir 
pleaſures there : 

Pale they wou'd look, as flars 
that muſt be gone, 

VVhen from the Eaſt the riſing 

$%n comes 07 
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MevitaTtion VIE 
On Gods Benefits. 


Pal. 103, 2. Bleſs the Lord, O my 
Soul, and jorgit not an his 
Benefits. 


I, 

Rom thee, O Lord, we de- 

F rive our being : and from 
the ſame goodneſs our continu- 
ance to be ; if thou withdrawſt 
thy hand bur a moment, we 1r- 
ſtantly recurn to our firſt nc- 
thing. From all our Enemics 
his providence defends us, and 
covers our heads 1n the day of 
danger : he ſends 1n his grace 
ro relzeve our weakneſs, and 
diſappoints che remprations 
that rhreaten to undo us. Here 
his Almighty power ſuſtains our 
life, and mercifully aJlows vs 
ſpace to repent z that by well 
em- 
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employing the time he lends us, 
we may wiſely provide for our 
own Erernity. He ſhll repeats 
his bletlings to us, and ſhall we 
neglet our dury to him? He 
freely beſtows on us all our day, 
and ſhall we nor ſpend halt an 
hour in his ſervice? O m 
Soul, be not fo ſlethful, but ſt 
adore that God that preſerves 
thee. 3 
I 


Be thou eternally ador'd, O 
God of our Salvation, and may 
thy praiſes be ſung by thy ſer- 
vants for ever. When our firſt 
Parents had diſobeyed thy pre- 
ceprs, to the ruine of them- 
ſelves, and their whole poſter1- 
ty, thy mercy immediatcly pro- 
vided a remedy, and gractoufly 
promiſed a powerful Redee- 
mer z a Redeemer that ſhould 
conquer fin and death, and 
crulh in pieces the Serpents 
head. A Redemeer that ihculd 
fully repair the breaches of 
mankind, and render our con» 
dition” 
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dition better than before ; et1- 
Ighening our eyes with a clearer 
view of thoſe excellent truths 
that belong to our peace 3 and 
ſypperting our nature with a 
ſtronger grace, to bear us ſafel 
onthrouzh all encounters, - till 
we arrive at the land of reſt, 
and be received fot ever 1nto 
that glorious Kingdom, 
IIL 
O bleſſed Jeſu, our ſtrength, 
our guide, who knowſt and pi- 
tieſt our weak capacities , who 
m thy tender care haſt contri- 
yed ſuch means , that nothing 
an undo us bur our own per- 
verſneſs, How eafie haſt thou 
made the way to Heaven ! how 
Het is the burthen thou layeſt 
on - thy ſervants ! *tis but to 


{ove thee , our preatcſt benefa- 
Ror ; and we Aly fulfil e- 
very branch of thy Law. *'Tis 
bur deſiring to ſee thee , our 
ſupreme Beatitude, and we are 
ſure tro poſſeſs an Eteraity of 
Joy. 


rv. 
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I'V, 

Bleſſed , O my God, be the 
wiſdom of thy Providence , 
that alone knows the way to 
draw good out of evil; that 
not onely reſtores us to our firſt 
degree, but makes even our fall 
rebound us ro a greater height, 
things 0. the advantage of cy 

to van r 

Eled ; O may the 5 prot 
th neſs in all things. Ad- 
mirable werrt thou, O Lord, in 
thy merciful promiſe, bur inft- 
nitely more in thy wonderful 
performance. Thou didft not 
depure an Angel ro ſapply thy 
place, nor entruſt fo tender & 
work to the manage of a Sera 
phin ; bur thy' ſelf didſt bow 
the Heavens and come down, 
and with thy own bleſt hands 
work our r _— 


Thy (elf didſt rake upon thee 
our frail nature, and vonchſafe 
ro be born of an hamble Virgtn; 
condeſcending ro the —— 
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of a Child , a Child whoſe Pa- 
rents were poor and uneſteem- 
ed inthe world ; not declining 
the mean entertainment of a 
Stable: O how unfit for the 
birth of the King of Heaven: 
but sontenting thy (elf with the 
Cradle of a Manger, and the 
uneaſie lodging on a bed of 
ſtraw, _—_— the ſoft accom- 
modation of the rich, to under- 
go the 1nconveniencies of a 
my ſtranger, onely che faith- 
-_ oſeph ſtood waiting on thee, 

rovided, as he was able, 
Os Is helpleſs Family ; onely 
thy pious Mother dearly em- 
brac'd thee, and wrapt thy ten- 
der limbs 1a little cloaths. 

VI. 

Wonder, O Heavens, and be 
amaz'd, O Earth, and every 
Creature humbly bow your 
heads ; bow and adore this 1n-. 
_ rehenſible M ery 5 The 

was made fleſb, and dwelt 
—_— Bur moſt of all, we 
whe arc moft concerned, the 
ba- 


$ 
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baniſhe Children of unfortunate 
Adam ; let us bow down our 
faces to the duſt, and proſtrate, 
adore, fo unſpeakable a mercy. 
Behold , thus low my Saviour 
ſtoopr for me, to check the 
= e of my corrupted nature. 

hold, thus low he ſtoopr, ro 
take me from the ground, and 
raiſe me to the felicitics of his 
own Kingdom. 

VII. 

Lift up thy voice with joy, 
O my Soul, and ſing Hoſanns ro 
the new-born Jeſus; call all 
his bleſſed Angels to Celebrate 
his Birth, and repeat afrefh 
that heavenly Anthem, Glory 
be to God on high , on Earth 
peace, good-will rowards men z 
rejoyce al you faithful Nations 
of the Earth, when you hear 
the ſweet Name of our dear Re-+ 
deemer :Rejoyce,and with your 
bended knees and hearts adore 
the bleſſed Jeſus ; He 1s the 
Son of rheeverlaſting God, e- 
qually participating the nr” 
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of his Farher : He 1s that great 

Meſſias whom the Prophets 

foretold , and all the ancient 

Saints ſo long Gd. 
VIIT. 


Ar length,” in the fulnefs of 


time, he came to viſit in Perſon 
our miſerable world : He came 
with hands full of Miracles. and 
every Miracle full of Mercy. He 
made the crooked become 
ſtraight, and the lame to walk 
and leap for joy. He open'd 
the ears of the Deaf to hear, and 
gave ſight to them that were 
born Blind : he looſen'd the 
tongues of the Dumb to ſpeak : 
O may he govern ours to fing 
his praiſe ! He cleanſed rhe Le» 
prous by the word of his mouth, 
and heal'd their Ditcaſes who 
but touchr = Garment. 
RX. 

To the Poor , he reveal'd the 
treaſures of his Goſpel, and 
tavght the Simple Myſteries of 
his Kingdom. He caſt out De- 
vils by the command of his 
will, 
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Will,and forc't them to confeſs 
and adore his Perfon He rat- 
ſed the Dead from the grave to 
life, the dead that was four days 
buried and corrupted : Nay, 
even himſelf being flain for us 
on the Croſs, and his Tomb 
niade faft and fecured with 2 
Guard ; He rais'd again by his 
own Viftorious power , and 
citrricd up eur Narure in the 
higheſt Heavens. All theſe ſty- 

ious Signs, O glorious Je- 
ſu ! were done by the hand of 
thy Almighty mercy, to witneſs 
thy eruth with the Seal of Hea- 
ven, and endear th os 
with obliging M $" x 
thus engag'd we might believe 
In thee, and obeying thy Law 
be eternally ſaved. 


X, 

O let not all rhis love, dear 
Lord, be loſt,by ſo many rokens 
ſo kindly expreft. One Mt- 
racle mere we humbly beg, but 


ohe as ſtrangely hard as any of 


the reſt: Sofren our ſtony 
hearts 
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hearts into a tender ſenſe of thy 
greatneſs, and their own true 
duty. Raiſe our dead Spirits 
from this heavy carth, to dwell 
with thee in the Land of the 
Living : That, as we here ad- 
mire thy bounteous Power, and 
daily fing the wonders of thy 
Grace, we may hereafter adore 
thy bleſſed Self, and fing eter- 
nally the wonders of thy Glo- 


TY. 
The PRAYER. 


El may we give thee, O 
Lord, ſome part of what 

we have, ſince we rectiv'd of thee 
even all we have. We'l may we give 
with gladneſs to thee, ſince thy 
bounty rewards us with ſo great 
adyentage. O mabe us ſtill mi- 
Rruft our ſelves, and with an 
bumble confidence rely on thee: 
Without thy Bleſſsng our Labours 
are in vain; and againſt thy 
Decrees no policy can ſucceed : 
But if we bumbly ſubmit to on 
£04 
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* thou wilt direlt us; if we beep 
thy Commandments, thou wilt 
defend us. 

IT. 

Teach us, O gracious Lord, to 
Digin our "oy with fear, and 
£0 0x With obedience, and finiſh 
them with lout : and after all, 
fit humbly dawn in hope, and 
with a cheayful confidence loob 
up to thee, whoſe promiſes ave 
faithful, and yewayds infinite. 
All this we may do for men, and 
yet they fail us ; we may ſear 
and obey, and they forget our ſer- 
vict 3 we may love and hope,and 
they negleft our affeftions 2 Only 
thou, O Lord our God, whom we 
#0 way can benefit, doft tyrry 
+4y oblige 15. 

[II 

What tan an infinite power, 
wiſdom and gooadntſs do, but that 
which ks beſt ? Lord, I ſubmit 
and adore thy Providence, which 
ſcatters theſe temporal things 
with & ſteming negligence , as 
trifſes of ſo little importancey 
tht 
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that they fegnifie neither love noy 
hatred. Nothing but Heau'n is 
indeed conſudtrable ; nathing 
but Eternity deſtrues our efteem. 
Fix thou our fteps, © Lord, that 
we Stagger not at the uneven 
motions of the world, and fita- 
dily go on to our glorious Home; 
not cenſuring our journey by the 
weather we meet, nor turning 
oat of the way for any accident 
that befals. This we beg for 
Feſus Chrift his ſake, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


Mb GO mean ww pTDO Ovid 


MevoriTaTtion VIII 
On the Zlercies of God. 


Dan. 9. 9. To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgiveneſs, 
though we bavt rebelled a- 
24inft bim. 


Wk _ the rears 
rom 'thine eyes, O my 
Soul: and clear thy heart from 
all od. of deſpair. He that's 
thus tn Power to punith, 1s fall 
45 infinite in Goodneſs to ſave. 
How often have we broken his 
Divine Commands! yet {till his 
Earth ſuſtains and ſerves us. 
How often have we abus'd our 
fulneſs of Bread ! yet ſtill his 
Clouds ſhower plenty upon us. 
Himſelf with his own Almighty 
word , confin'd the Waters, 
and ſharply reprogrhe their of= 
ficioul- 
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ficiouſneſs to deſtroy : Hitherto Y© 
ſhall you come, and no further z 
and here will I ſtay your proud 
WAVES, 

I. 

Only the Ambitious Angels 
find no forgiveneſs, becauſe 
their obſtinacy refuſes ro ſeek 
It: elſe, could thoſe rebel-Spi- 
rits diſclaim their Crimes , and 
turn y_ ro obey their Maker, 
His Clemency would ſoon re- 


voke their Sentence,and reſtore 
them to ſhine in" their firſt 
bright Seats. But Oh! the ex- 


ceſs of Mercy vouchſaft ro 4- 
dam, and to us duft and aſhes, 
his Poſterity! For whom the 
Soveraign King of Heaven hum- 
bled himſelf to deſcend upen 
Earth. 

ITI. 


Leading a r laborious 
fife, and ſuffering a painful 
Ignominious death : Onely to 
reach how to live, and how to 
die ; and what in both to aim 
at. Thy mercics, Lord, are a- 

bove 


0n Gods Mercies, Jos 


© boveall.thy works, and this a- 
bove all thy mercies. Who is 
ike thee, O Lord, among the 
gods ! who is like thee, ajmable 
in Mercics ! Dreadfal art thou, 
O Lord, 1n the rerrour of thy 
Judgments ; bur, infinitely more 
amiable 1n che ſweetneſs of thy 
Mercies. | 

I'V, 

Still ler_ us ſing the Mercies 
of our God, and hold and ſhake 
a little longer this (weer key. 
When we alas! Jay buried 
in the abyſs of nothing, his 
own free goodnels firſt call'd 
us into bezng. He faſhion'd 
our limbs in . our mothers 
womb , and filld our nurſes 
breaſt with milk. He enlarg'd 
our little ſteps when we began 
to 80, and carefully preſerv'd 
our helpleſs infancy : Comman- 
ding cven-his Angels to bear us 
1n their hands, leſt we daſh our 


feet againſt a ſtone. 
V 


How many dangers haye we 
| hip- 
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happily eſcaped, and not one of 
them bur was govern'd by his 
Providence ! How many bleſ- 
fings do we daily receive, and 
not one of them but proceeds 
from his Bounty ! He provided 
Tutors to inſtru cur yoarh, 
and plant in our tender minds 
che ſeeds of Virtue; he ap- 
pointed Paſtors to feed our 
Souls, and ſafely guide them in 
rhe way of bliſs. He ſealed his 
love with bleſſed Sacraments, 
ro breed and nourtſh in us the 
ie : \ Charity. 
VI. 

6! :h1s thou haſt done, O 
me: ful Lord ! the wiſe diipo- 
ſer of Heaven and Earth : All 
this thou haſt done, and ſtill 
goeſt on by infinite ways to gain 
ws to thy love, Thou comman- 
deſt us to ask, and promiſes ro 
grant ; thou inviteſt us to ſeek, 
and aſſureſt us ro find. Thon 
vouchſateſt eventhy ſelf ro ſtand 
at the door and knock ; and it 
we ep2n, thou entercft and fills 
our 
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our hearrs with joy. If we forget 
thee, rhou renew'ſt afreſh our 
memories z if we fly from rhee, 
chou ſtil} find'ft fome me31:s ro 
recall us. If we defer cir 2- 
mendments,thou patiently ſtays 
for us; and when we rcrurn, 
thou oper'ſt thy arms ro era- 
HIace us. 
Th 

Surely, O mv God ! from a? 
*rerniry thou hait caſt thy gra- 
cieus Eye upon us: ſurely thy. 
merciful hand has fign d our 
or, and mark'd us our for thy 
everlaſting favours. We know 
iy Kay: arc 1n the deep abit. 
and none can found the borron 
1 rh; Councels. Yet may we 
tcly look on the flowing 
Ireams, and gailicy this Con: 
«Qt trom the'r genrtie courte. 

\ I th. 

When we were not, thou 
-Ccly lov'dit us 3 thou wilt nor 
Iriake iis, NOW VWweOC ſtrive to 
ove thee. When we had of, 
wr wav, thoy ſoughtft after 
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us; thou wilt not refuſe us, 
now we ſeek after thee. Lord, 
all we have 1s deriv'd from thee; 
and all we expe&t can come 
from none bur thy ſelf. Accom- 
pÞ!iſh thine. ewn bleſt purpoſe 
in us, and finiſh cheſe happy be- 

nnings towards us3 for our 

pes are great : thou haſt cho- 
ſen us to thy glory, ſince al- 
ready thou fo kindly haſt dif- 
posd us by thy Grace, 


On Gods Mercies. 3oy 


The PRAYER. 


Ord, with what admirable 
Wiſdom doſt thou govern the 
World ! thou mak'ft the poor, and 
appoints them their tae of inno= 
cent work ;, thou mak'ſt the rich, 
and giv ſt them leiſure for their 
better improvements; and both 
poor and rich, to nied and help 
one another : O give us hearts to 
comply with this thy bleſſed dt- 
ſign ; that every one may ſirive 
for the good of all. OneGod 
created us, ont Saviour redeemed 
us, ont holy Spirit ſanitified us , 
that we all may live in love and 


>unity, and mutual aſſiſtance one 


towards another, through Feſus 
Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 


MEDiTaT1ionN IX. 
On the Cares of this Life. 


Ptal. 127. 3. It is but loft 1a- 
bour, that ye baſten to riſe « 
early, and ſo late take yell, 
and eat the bread of careful- 
neſs : for ſo he giveth bis d6- 
loved ſleep. 


| 
T 1s not fo much our ſloth 
undoes us , as imprudent 
choice in applying our dili- 
gence : Many, alas, take pains 
enough ; many perplex them- 
ſelves roo —__ Sec how the 
buſte toylers of the World are 
chain'd perpetually like ſlaves 
to their work. 
II. 

How early they riſc, & go late 
co ſleep, and ear the bread of 
Care and Sorrow ! See how the 
hardy 
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hardy Souldiers follow their 
Prince through a thouſand dit- 
ficulties ro meet with dangers ! 
See how the ventrous Mariners 
expoſe their lives over ſtor- 
my Seas 1nto barbarous Nat!- 
ons! 
TIL. 

And why all this , poor 11l- 
adviſed wretches! bur to fetch, 
perhaps, a little Fiſh or Spice ? 
to gain a few pence, or ſome 
perty Honour 3 which others 
often ſhare 1n more than your 
ſelves. 

I'V. 

O bounteous Lord, how cafic 
are thy Commands. ! how cheap 
haſt thou made the purchaſe of 
Heayen ! half chis pains would 
fir us for thy Kimgdom ; half 
theſe ſufferings bring us to thy 
Glory, were they devourly un- 
derraken for thee,and the high- 
er enjoyments of thy glorious 
Promiſes. 


N 4 
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\' 

Thou bidſt us not freeze un- 
der the Polar ftar , nor burn in 
the heats of the Torrid Zone: 
But propoſeſt a ſweet and gen- 
tle rule, and ſuch as our nature 
x ſelf would chuſe, did not our 
paſſions ſtrangely miſlead vs, 
and the world about us diftra 
our reaſon, ] 


VI. 

Thou bidſt us but wiſely love 
our ſelves ; and attend above 
all things our own true Happ1- 
neſs. Thou bidſt us value even 
this world as much as 1t de- 
ferves; fince "tis the School 
that breeds us upto the other : 
onely we'' are forb1dden to be 
wilful fools; and prefer a ſhorc 
yanity before eternal felicity, ! 

£5 Wh 

O the myld- government of 
the King of Heaven ! this we 
can do, whatever elſe we are 
doing: Thts we can 'do, even 
while we fir ſtill ; and onely 
move our tkoughts towards 
| thee. 


—- _ OI Tome mugs _ _ 
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thee, Nay, then we beſt per- 
form this beſt of works; when 
all our powers are quiet in thee. 
Yet lernot this thy facile ſweet- 
neſs, deareſt Lord ! be abuſed 
by us toa wanton negle& : bur 
make us love thee ſo much the 
more, as thou more diſcovereſt 
the exceſs of thy love. Too 
often are we troubled about ma- 
ny things, when the truely ne- 
ceſſary 15 but one. 
V III. 

We have here no permanent 
City, but are bound 1n queſt of 
Feruſalem above , the eternal 
manſion of bliſs. Jeſus came 
down to give us a glimpſe of 
it; and made his own life the 
Card to dire& us to it. 
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The PRAY ER. 


God, whoſe delights ave to 
Q be with the children of 


men, when thy grace can prevail 
with ws ts quit al other compa- 
ny,and retire ts thee alone! grant, 
we hynbly beſetech thee, that thy 
providence, withdrawing tuery 
right all the world from their ſen- 
ſes, may tfficacinuſly move us to 
clear oy heads and hearts of all 
its diftrattions; and thy Holy 
Spirit, finding 0ur minds hap» 
pily vacant, may fit them with 
atts of love and reverence and 
adnratioen of thee, as our onely 
God and all things, through our 
Lnra Feſus Chriſt thy Son, who 
with the and the Holy Gboft, 
livcth and vugneth one God, 
world without end. Amen. 


31s 
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A PRAYER, 


- Compos'd by an. emi- 
nent Divine of the 
Church of Ezgland, 
fox the Ule of a per- 
ſon of Quality, du- 
bious in her Opini- 
ON. 


Lord God of Truth ! I bum- 
Q bly beſeech thee to enligh- 
ten my mind by thy: Holy Spirit, 
that I may diſcern the trae way 
!o eternal Saluvatinn, to free me 
from all prejudice and paſſion, 
fromtvirycorrupt affect iouand by 
tereſt that may either blind or | 
duce me in my learch after it ; 
mabe me impartial in ny inquiry 
after tuth, and ready whenever 
78 1s diſcovered lo Mt, 09 Hicth:'t 
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it in the love of it, and to conti- 
wut ſtedfaſt in tbe profeſſion of it 
zo the end of my days, 

| ; # 


T perfeftly refign my ſelf, 0 
Lord, to thy condutt and dire- 
ftion, in Confidence that thy Mey- 
cy and Goodneſs is ſuch , that 
thou wilt not ſuffer thoſe who ve- 
ly upon thy guidance, and fruceye- 
ly deſire to bnow the Truth, f6- 
nally to miſcarry: And'if in any 
thing that concerns the true wore 
ſip and Service of thee my God, 
and the everlaſting happineſs, 1 
an in any error aua miſtake, [ 
earneſtly beg of thee not to tabe 
notice, but convince me of it ,to 
reveal thy truth to me, and to 
lead me in the way wherein thos 
wouldfl have me to go. 


But if by thy grace and mercy 

T am aircady brought into the 
way of tyuth, I brſtech thee to 
confirm and tſtabiih me in it 
more and move,to ſettle my doubt- 
ig and waliring mind , anvl 
fo 


” 


A Prayer. 317 


po give me joy and peace nn be- 
litving ; and always to preſerve 
in me a great Compaſſion, and a 
ſincere Charity towards thoſe 
that art in eyror and ignorance 
of thy Truth'; and becauſe my 
bleſſed Saviouy hath promiſed, 
that they that do bus Will {hall 
bnow his Doftrint, grant, 0 
Lora, that I may never knowmg- 
ly offend thee in any thing, or ne- 
glett to do what' I bnow to be 
thy Will and my Duty. | 
 & 

Grant, O beavenly Father, 
theſe my moſt bumble and hearty 
Requeſts, for his ſabe who is the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, hy 
bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer 
Feſus Chriſt, Amen. 


A private 
FAAXEAK 


Lord, 4 ho inbabiteſt Eter- 

nity, thou art exalted a- 

vove all principalities and pow- 
ers, Saints and Seraphims are 
rauiſhed with thy Glory, Angels 
and Archangels adore thy Great- 
neſs, Holineſs and Honour wait 
= thy Throne, the Scepter of 
thy Kingdom u# an everlaſting 
Scepter, thou loveſt Righteouſ- 
neſs, and bateſt Iniquity ; and 
therefore they that come before 
thee, muſt worſhip thee in Firit 
and in truth, if they would be 
either heard or received of thee : 
T confeſs I am flot worthy to ap- 
pear in thy preſence, that can pre- 
t unto thee no ;other Offering 
than a ſinful and deformed Soul, 
which deſtruts no longer to be 
eccounted thine, having loſt that 
pur i= 
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bl. wo 
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purity and dikbineſs which made 
vt /0, 

Il. 

T am not worthy to rtceive 
any more tinders of mercy, that 
bave ſo often defpis'd it, nor fo 
ſee what # the riches of thy Love, 
that have ſo unworthily preferred 
the trifles of this life, before the 
treaſures of thy Grace. Thou 
maaſt it the end of my Creation, 
that I ſhould glorifie thee | but 
T of all thy Creatures have leaſt 
performed it. That time which 
I ſhould bave employed in ador- 
ning and devotive my life to 
thy worſhip { which is my moſt r4- 
tional and religious Service) 
have I ſacrificed to ſin and the 
pleaſures of the work 

ITT. 

Thos art ſo infinitely good, 
that thou deſireii but unſeigntd 
ſorrow ſor ſin to excuſe it ; and 
yet ſo miſerable and deeply guilty 
an I,that I cannot bring ſo much 
as an bumble and a contritt La 
rit to plead for my ſelf. 


F 
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aidſt ſo love the world, that thou 
ſenteft thy Son to die for it : But 
T have ſo loved the World, that 
I have deſpis'd Heaven and my 
Saviour , rinefted the Holy One 
whom thou haſt ſent, and by my 
unworthy life bave diſhonoured 
that happy name whereby I am 
cated thine, and entitled to thy 


Kingdom. 


I'V. 

But though my fins cry aloud 
ſor puniſhment , yer the voice of 
thint own Mercy, and my Savi- 
owrs Blood, begs more powerſulty 
for pardon. O let bis ſufferings 
be my reconciliation ; bis puniſh- 
ment for ſin, my freedom from it ;; 
let the bitterneſs of thy wrath on 
him, be turned into the ſweetneſs 
of thy love to me; that his 
Croſs may be my Triumph, and 
the merits of his Paſſion the pur- 
chaſe of my Peace; and grant 
that baving obtained mercy, I 
may wilk accordingly, that be- 
ing bought for Heaven, I may no 
more ſell my ſelf to fin, nor prefer 


- 
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4 few moments of Pleaſuve,brfore 
ax tternity of Foy. 

V 


Make me bo conſider thoſe di- 
vinities that bind me to ſerve 
thee, the infinite and abundant 
teftimonies of thy love which in- 
vites my gratitnade, and that 
happineſs which is the reward of 
them that ſerb thee. O let not 
the motions of ſin be moye power- 
fl in me than the obligations of 
thy grace, nor the pleaſures of this 
life of more value to me than the 
Foys that art to come : but make 
me to walk chearſully in that . 
way which thou baſt ſet before 
me, that my temptations may but 
Airengthen me move, that neither 
the Croſſes, nor yet the Pleaſures 
of this life may be able to dujeft 
or drown my Pitty ; but in what 
cordition ſorver IT am in, I may 
be ftill found crown'd and tri- 
unphing in Faith. 

VI. 

O thou infinite gaoantſs, teach 
me to adore thee with my whole 
© hrare 
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heart, and to conform my taje 
unto thy Law with a perfeft con- 
ſtancy. Make me to conſider 
that exceeding weight of Glory, 
which thou haſt promiſed to thoſe 
that ſtrive to conquer the world 
for thy ſabe. O let thoſe Foys 
which are ſo much above my 
thoughts, be ever in them ;, let 
my inability to comprehend the 
bappineſs of thy King dom,heighten 
the piety of my ambition aſter it 
more, that the greater thy good- 
niſtis, the greater may my deſire 
ws it bez the greater thy love, 
the greater my obedience; and 
the leſſer my defetts, the greater 
my bumility. _ 


Make me to fee the little uſt, 
but the great vanity of this 
world, that ſo the pleaſures | it 
may not ſteal away my beart from 
the contemplation of a better 3 
but that my life may be a perſett 
and perpetual Sacrifice of obedi- 
ence, ever pleaſing in thy eyes. 0 
let thy Service be tutr moſt de- 
light- 
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lightful to me, that I may tabour 
to inprove my ſolf before thee, by 
my inward and only deſires after 
thee; that whatever defelfts at- 
tend my altions, this may be inſe- 
perable in me, even to fear thy 
name; that ſo leading a baly 
life bere, I may lead a happy and 
beavenly life bereafter ;, and be- 
ing filed with righteouſneſs, 1 
may be filled with glory, and poſ- 
{eſs Joys unſpeakable for tutr- 


more. 


——_” 


— 


—_—_—— 


A humiliatory PRaveR 


[. 

Lord, 1 proſtrate my ſelf 
OQ here before thee, in all bu- 
milit y, deſoring thy Divine aſſi- 
ſtance in the ſubduing of thoſe E- 
nemies which daily aſſault me. 
The flelp tvermore rebelleth a- 
gain(t the fpirit in me, O my 
God ;, axd the infirmities of my 
nature are too ſtrong for mt of 
my 


324 Ahumiliatory Prayer. 


m} ſelf to conquer. Behold bow | 
Y 


frailties fight againſt my ſoul, 
and have wounded me before 
thee. 

IT. 

O ſhall my ſins be ſtronger than 
thy grace, and the errours of my 
life more powerſul than thy Law? 
the pious incenſe of a contrite 
ſpirit is a ſacrifice thou doft not 
ufually defpiſe ; and O that I 
. could exalt my ſilf in ſhow, at 
drop away my ſoul in tears ;, that 
ny iniquities could fly away in 
febs, and the guilt of my life be 
wip'd off in Re _—_ ſtreams. 

| TIE. 

Pity my Irregularitits, O 
Lord, and forgive my Crimes : 
how long ſhall I groan xndey the 
bondage of fin, and weary thee 
too with the burden of my Corru- 
ptions. Thou delighteſt to par- 
don ſin, and ſhall mine remain ? 
tbou deſireſt not the death of thy 
Creatures, and I (ball br forſa- 
ben ? I sannot live without ther, 
7.07 enjoy the comfort of my very 
bring 
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hbiing till thou revive me : "tu. 
better T had not been, than that I 
ſhould loſe thee; and "tis better 
I ſhould be no more for ever, than 
not regain and find thee. 

I'V 


Return, O thou Comfort of my 
ſoul, and fill me with thy love : 
Purge the flains, ard waſh away 
the blemiſhes of my life. By thine 
own blood, renew and quicken 
my Firit with the Foys of thine : 
ſanftifie my Will with a pleaſing 
obedience unto thine ;, let the me- 
rits of my Saviours Righteouſneſs 
beautifie my ſoul, cloathing me 
with Innocence and Purity of 
Feart bere, and everlafting Im- 
mortality in thy Kingdom hert- 
after. 


A Thankggivinge 


Moſt great and glorious 
Lord God, what ſhall I 


render unto thee for a!l thy 
Pp CT 
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mercres ? there hath not a mo- 
ment of my hfe paſt by, with- 
out being made happy to me by 
ſome token of thy love. Thou 
didſt purifte my birth by Ba- 
ptiſm 3 I was no ſooner come 
1nto the world, bur thon didſt 
ſeal me for Heaven, raking a-« 
way the guilr, which no Inno- 

cency bur that of Feſus could 
conceal or pardon, and aboliſh- 
ing thoſe Characters of S1n and 
Death, which were {o imſepa- 
rably 1mprinted on my nature. 
char no Law, bnr that of thy 
Spirir. could wipe away. 

TL. 

And having brovghe me ito 
dre bofom of rhine own Spoute, 
and plac'd me among thy CH1l- 
dren, haſt led me with contnu- 
4! mercies and means of Grace, 
that I might ſee there hath bcen 
no defeft 1n thy goodnels Lt 
my acknowledgments 3 3 hor in 
ty pronmifes, bur my perfor: 
mances, And 1ndeed, my God 
? rannot look npoft theſe Oh! 
gat'ons, 
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gxions, without horror for 
my Ingratitnde, nor remember 
theſe precious teſtimonies of 
thy love, without a religious 
confuſion of Soul for my grear 
neglect and forgetfulneſs of 
thee. 
ITI. 

Nor can I plead an excuſe tn 
the weakneſs of nature onely ; 
for thoſe ſins I have been too 
willing a committer of. And 
yet, my God, behold how thou 
haſt loved me, ſending thy Son 
to reconcile me to thy ſelf, that 
I might find acceſs unto thy 
Throne, and inherit the Joys 
of thy Kingdom. Behold how 
thou haſt loved me, in reprie- 
ving me from that wrath my 
fins have long ago deſerved ; 
and as if thou didſt nor, or 
wouldſt not take notice, haſt 
made me an obje& of thy Care, 
and an example of thy love, a- 
bounding 1n perpetual diſpen- 
fations of mercy to my Soul. 


A 
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mercres ? there hath not a mo- 
ment of my hfe paſt by, with- 
out being made happy to me by 
ſome token of thy love. Thou 
didſt purifrte my birth by Ba- 
ptiſm ; I was no ſooner come 
1nco the world, bur thon didfſt 
ſea] me for Heaven, raking a- 
way the guilr, which no Inno- 
cency bur that of Jeſus could 
conceal or pardon, and aboliſh- 
ing thoſe Characters of S1n and 
Death, which were (© inſepa- 
rably 1mprinred on my narure. 
char no Law, bor rhar of thy 
Spir2r. could wipe awas 
T [. 

And having brovght me 1ito 
te botom of rhine own Spore, 
and plac'd me among thy Chil- 
dren, haſt led me with contnu- 
i! mercies and means of Grace, 
that I might ſee there hath bcen 
no defeft jn thy goodnels but 
my acknowledgments 3 nor 1n 
t<y promifes, bur my perfor - 
mances. And 1ndeed, my God 
7 rannot look npoft theſe Oh? 
gat! ons, 
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gations, without horror for 
my Ingratitnde, nor remember 
theſe precious teſtimonies of 
thy love , without a religious 
confuſion of Soul for my grear 
neglet and forgetfulneſs of 
thee. 
ITI. 

Nor can I plead an excuſe in 
the weakneſs of nature onely ; 
for thoſe 1ins T have been too 
willing a commirter of. And 
et, my God, behold how thou 
haſt loved me, ſending thy Son 
to reconcile me to thy ſelf, that 
I might find acceſs unto thy 
Throne, and inherit the Joys 
of thy Kingdom. Behold how 
thou haſt loved me, in reprie- 
ving me from that wrath my 
fins have long apo deſerved ; 
and as if thou drdſt not, or 
woitldſt not rake notice, haſt 
made me an objed of thy Care, 
and an example of thy love, a- 
bounding 1n perpetual diſpen- 
fations of mercy to my Soul. 


A 
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BR <0Lera,be thy wiſt grace, 
that governs all our day ; 
And to the night aſſigns its place 
to reft us in our way. 
I 1. (pair, 
If works the laboaring bands in 
or thoxghts the ſtudious mind, 
Both are conſider'd by thy care, 


both fit 6 _g nd. 
II 


Fit to relieve their preſent ſtate, 
fit to prepare the n: xt, 
While wet are taught to meditate 
this plain and uſeful Text. 
I'V 


Az tuery night lays downour bead, 
and morning opt's 0xr tyts, 

So ſhall the duft be once our bid 1 
and ſo we is * to riſe, 


To riſe && ſee that beautrous light 
ſpring from * eyes of thine, 

Not to be chtht by any zight, 
but cltar for ever ſhine. 


The end of che Third Parr, 
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